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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
The lawyer, like the physician or the business man, must rely 
on the assistance of highly trained office personnel to enable him 
to perform his professional services expertly and efficiently. A 
secretary is valuable to her legal employer inasmuch as she is 
· able to assume the responsibilities inherent to the smooth function-
ing of the law office. 
The competent legal secretary must have a working knowledge 
of legal terms and phrases and must be familiar with the mechanics 
of the practice of law. Her mastery of words and expressions 
will determine the ease and speed with which she will able to 
take dictation and transcribe accurately. 
The shorthand student may have learned a great many shorthand 
outlines for common business terms and phrases, but the student who 
is preparing to work in a law office must acquire a new and different 
vocabulary. For this reason, the writer feels that a reference 
source of legal terms would be both useful and profitable in the 
training of students for a legal secretarial career. 
This study was undertaken to provide educators and others 
interested in the field of legal terminology with a word list which 
would enable them to prepare materials for the.effective training 
and orientation of legal secretaries. 
Statement of the Problem 
The problem of this study was to determine the most commonly 
dictated legal terms and collocations encountered in legal corre-
spondence, and to provide authors and teachers with scientific 
technical data which could serve as a reliable basis for developing 
materials to be used in the training of legal secretaries and 
stenographers. 
-.Analysis of the Problem 
In conducting this investigation, the following data were 
sought: 
1. Legal terms in the general field of law 
2. Legal terms in specialized areas of law 
3. Legal collocations 
4. Latin and French terms and collocations currently used 
in legal correspondence 
5. Prefixes and suffixes incorporated in the legal terms 
in this study 
Since correspondence from different legal specialties seemed to 
offer a logical source for obtaining a representative sampling of 
legal words, a criterion had to be determined to select the areas of 
specialization that would be most propitious in this investigation. 
2 
3 
It was decided that ~ ~ Chartl would offer a comprehensive list 
of specialty titles from which a selection could be made. The 
opinions of three lawyers were sought to substantiate the soundness 
of the choices made. 
The stenographer's contact with a legal vocabulary is ordinarily 
through dictation; therefore, the material sought for use in the 
training of the legal stenographer should be as closely allied to 
this function as possible. To insure the validity of the source 
material in this study, legal correspondence actually dictated by 
lawyers.was utilized. 
The study did not include the analysis of briefs, pleadings, 
legal documents, or other technical legal forms. 
Justification of the Problem 
It is common knowledge that the beginning legal stenographer 
often transcribes inaccurately because of the paucity of her legal 
terminology. In an effort to remedy this deficiency, the writer 
has endeavored to establish a list of words which would represent 
the common terms used by lawyers in their daily dictation. 
To justify a word-frequency study on legal terminology, a 
preliminary investigation was conducted in which 85 legal secretaries 
1 The Law Chart, The American Law Book Company, Brooklyn, 
New York, 1924, 23 pp. 
were asked the following question: •~at phase of your work did 
you find the most difficult when you were first employed in a 
law office?n Seventy-four secretaries, or 87 per cent, answered 
as follows: urnsufficient knowledge of legal terminology."! This 
information confirmed the hypothesis held by the writer that lack 
of legal terminology is an impediment and a barrier to the efficient 
discharge of secretarial duties. 
Since words~ as teaching tools, are particularly important in 
specialized fields, it behooves those responsible for the teaching 
and training of future office workers to recognize this fact, and 
to provide data that will satisfy the needs of the business world. 
Because of a dearth of scientific research in the field of legal 
terminology, textbooks have had a tendency to embrace broader and 
more extensive vocabularies than is perhaps necessary and have 
included archaic terms no longer used in modern legal correspondence. 
While law, like science and medicine, has an established vocabulary, 
it has tended, in recent years, to eliminate the more antiquated 
forms of legal jargon. 
2 Masson, who conducted a study on legal terminology, used the 
Court Reports of thirteen states for his investigation. He admitted, 
however, that legal correspondence would have been a more valid 
1
.Appendix E. 
2 
Masson, William J., Shorthand and the ~--.! Frequency Count of 
4 
Distinctive Words and -Collocations ~ be Used in the Training of the 
Legal Stenographer, Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation, State University 
of Iowa, 1947, p. 26. 
source of research and recommended such a procedure although he 
was skeptical as to the possibility of such a project. Ne states: 
Legal correspondence would apparently offer a 
source of material closely allied to the pur-
pose of the present study. However, the con-
fidential nature of the correspondence of 
lawyers makes the problem of obtaining legal 
correspondence of the nature and quantity 
necessary for an extensive count practically 
impossible. 
5 
Masson's recommendation was a challenge and it prompted the writer 
to attempt to provide lists of legal words and collocations from 
legal correspondence which would have intrinsic value in the training 
of legal stenographers and secretaries. It was not, however, the 
aim of the investigator to produce a comprehensive list of legal terms 
essential to the understanding of law by lawyers, but a list of com-
monly dictated legal terms recurring in legal correspondence. 
Stephenson1 points out that "it is definitely axiomatic that a 
vocabulary outcome is desirable in the teaching of any subject and 
especially is this true when a subject has a vocabulary more or less 
peculiar to it." 
2 Horn is convinced that 'word lists do make it possible to determine 
the relative value of words with far greater precision that is possible 
' 1 Stephenson, A. W., "The Special Vocabulary of Civics,u Journal 
of Educational Research, Vol. 18, 1928, p. 297. 
2 Horn, Ernest, "The Validity and Reliability of Adult Vocabulary 
Lists," The Elementary English Review, April 1935, Vol. 16, p. 138. 
by methods of judgment." 
Lorgel s·J.'milarly f1'nds that " d h · wor s are among t e most l.mportant 
symbols around which the body of organi~ed meanings is developed. 11 
Emphasi~ing the importance of word counts, Lorge2 continues: 
Word counts can yield useful measures of the 
most frequently occurring words by extension, 
some appraisal of apparent difficulty. They 
can also provide one basis for appraising the 
common background of vocabulary. 
1 3 · fh .. d i. h d Co e _l.s o t e same op1n1on an ma ntaJ.ns t at wor s are 
significant to develop ideas. She states: 
Some ~eachers seem to have the naive idea that 
words are of little significance, and that only 
ideas are important. However, a list of the 
essential words in a subject is sub~tantially a 
list of the outstanding elementary ideas which 
must be mastered for the understanding of.sub-
ject matter, 
Further, she points out that words are needed in order to think. 
Thus, she says: 
The essential technical words are to be regarded 
as the 'thought elements' of a subject. They 
are, therefore, not 'mere words' but the sine 
qua~ of that complicated reaction know~ 
thinking,4 
lLorge, Irving, ''Word Lists as Background for Communication, n 
Teachers College Record, Vol. 45, May 1944, p. 543. 
2Ibid.' p. 544. 
3 Cole, Luella, The Teacher's Handbook of Technical Vocabulary, 
Public School Publishing Company, Bloomington, Illinois, 1940, p. 1. 
4 . Ib1d., p. 1. 
6 
7 
Significantly and interestingly, many of the earliest word studies 
were undertaken to provide basal vocabulary lists for the establish-
ment of shorthand systems or to help_ the shorthand teacher. F. W. 
1 Kaeding's monumental German word count, published in 1898, is one 
of the first word studies made to establish the frequency of the 
occurrence of phonetic combinations without ~egard to meaning o~ 
syntax, as a background for a shorthand .system. More than 11,000,000 
running words were used in this study. Many subsequent word studies 
were based on Kaeding's method of using a large number of running 
words and establishing the importance of the terms through a frequency 
count. 
In these days of highly specialized and technical training in 
almost all vocational fields, the use of word lists to improve the 
knowledge of subject matter has received s~gnificant approbation. 
Perrigo2 is convinced that high school graduates should have a better 
understanding of business terminology, and that specialized vocabu-
lary should be developed to a much greater extent than ever before. 
He further asserts that many of his graduates now occupying commer-
cial positions have admitted their lack of business vocabulary. 
1 As reported by Irvii~g Lorge, £E_. cit. p. 545. 
2 
Perrigo, Russell, "Business Students Need a Vocabulary," Journal 
of Business Education, Vol. 15, February 1940, p. 15. 
1 Thorndike, who is probably one of the best known authorities 
on the study of word counts, insists that word studies are justified 
and desirable for all subjects. Suc~inctly he says: 
It is regrettable that so many of the makers 
of counts have left so much of their data 
unpublished. Their conclusions often do not 
advance far beyond what general knowledge and 
wisdom would give, but the fact. that certain 
words occurred only twice or once or not at 
allin the count might be very helpful for 
future students. The unpublished parts of 
counts should, I think, be collected in some 
center. 
2 In another instance, Thorndike affirms that through word counts, 
a much fuller and more accurate knowledge of the pedagogy of vocabulary 
is now available. 
Many studies have been conducted in technical fields as well as 
in general vocabulary areas. Recently, however, these studies have 
tended to reduce the technical terms of specialized'areas to master 
lists in order to facilitate learning. 
3 
Hicks purported to set up such a master list after a thorough 
investigation of several studies. He believes that the longer and 
more complicated a word list becomes, the more difficult becomes 
1 Thorndike, Edward Lee, 11The Value of Word Counts, :rr Seventh 
Annual Research Bul'letin of the National Conference on Research of 
English, Scott, Foresman and Company, New York, 1949-,-p. 42. --
2Ibid., P· so. 
3Hicks, Charles B., ~ Technical Business Vocabulary of General 
Business Education, Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College, 
Stillwater, Oklahoma, 1952, p. 9. 
the task of mastering the subject matter. Stressing this fact, 
he affirms that: 
The use in a particular subject of a large 
number of technical terms increases the 
difficulty of comprehension of the subject. 
It would then be advantageous to reduce the 
technical terms in an educational area to 
those which are most important in order to 
facilitate pupil understanding of the sub-
ject matter. 
Frequently, teachers ·dictate material which includes difficult 
and technical vocabulary without knowing if the frequency of these 
words warrants such drill. Von Berg1 came to a similar conclusion 
and supports that point of view with these words: 
It seems that one of the gravest mistakes we 
make is that of giving unrestricted vocabulary 
dictation. Are we not shooting far from the 
mark in giving dictation without regard to 
frequency? 
2 
Justifying the use of word count studies, Humphrey reports 
that 11frequency tables for standardizing shorthand dictation 
material have been in use for many years." 
3 Leslie maintains nthat word frequency counts are still the 
best criterion by which we can judge word values for shorthand 
instruction.n 
9 
1
von Berg, Eva L., nof What Should the Subject Matter of Dictation 
At Various Levels Consist?" The Business Education World, Vol. XI, 
No. 3, November 1934, p. 211-.--
2 Humphrey, Clyde W., "Is Word Frequency Misused?" Business 
Education World, Vol. 25, May 1945, p. 469. 
3Le~lie, Louis, "Thorndike's 30,000 Words and the Shorthand 
Teacher, 11 Business Education World, Vol. 26, June 1946, p. 526. 
Concurring with the prevalent opinions of experts in the field 
of word studies, the writer believes that a f~equency count of 
legal terminology would be of value, not only to teachers and 
authors of textbooks, but also to secretaries and stenographers 
especially in the initial phase of their employment. 
Definition of Terms 
Definitions of terms and phrases will clarify the meaning of 
some of the terminology used in this study. 
1. Frequency count is a tabulation of the relative frequency 
of use of individual words or phrases with a view of 
presenting and teaching the most widely used words or 
1 
expressions. 
2. Freguency list refers to an arrangement of words or 
expressions showing the number of times they occur in a 
given number of running words. The arrangement may be 
alphabetical or in ascending or descending order of 
2 frequency of occurrence. 
3. Running words mean the total number of words in a passage 
3 
made up of the different words plus their repetitions. 
1 . Good, Carter V., Editor, Dictionary of Education, McGraw-Hill 
Book Company; Inc., New York, 1945, p. 239. 
2
rbid., p. 239. 
3
rbid., p. 473. 
10 
4. Collocations refer to a small section of context material 
from the legal correspondence which PQnveyed a meaning 
peculiar to law. The .American Co'llege Dictionary calls 
.' 
1 
them nAn arrangement~ especially of words in a sentence.n 
5. Inflected form is the form of a word which is made up of 
2 
a root word plus an inflectional ending or suffix. 
6. Legal Stenographer and Legal Secretary are used inter ... 
changeably in this study. 
3 7. The Law.Chart is a booklet listing a practical working 
index of the standard law titles under the seven divisions 
of (1) persons, (2) property, (3) contracts, (4) torts, 
(5) crimes~ (6) remedies, and (7) government. 
8. Legal specialties in this study refer to the areas of law 
which are listed in The Law Chart. Not all specialties 
listed were utilized but those selected for use in this 
study are as follows: 
a. Admiralty refers to the law governing maritime matters, 
that is, civil and criminal controversies arising out of 
acts done upon or relating to the sea. 
1 
Barnhart, Clarence, Editor, The American College Dictionary, 
Harper and Brothers Publishers, New York, 1953, p. 237. 
2 
Good, £E.· cit. p. 286. 
3 The Law Chart, loc. cit. 
11 
12 
b. Anti-Trust refers to Federal and State statutes which 
protect trade and commerce from unlawful restraints and 
monopolies. 
c. Arbitration and Award is that part of the law where dis-
puted matters are submitted to selected parties and where 
their award and decision is substituted for the judgment 
of the courts. 
d. Bankruptcy provides a remedy for the creditors of a 
bankrupt, and for the relief and restitution of. the bank-
rupt himself. 
e. Claims refers to the legal capability to require a posi-
tive· or negative act of another person. It is the right 
or title, actual or supposed, to a debt, privilege, or 
other thing in possession of another. 
f. Contracts refers to that section of the law which govern 
I 
the p·romissory agreement between two or more persons that 
creates, modifies, or destroys a legal relation. 
g. Copyright and Patent laws protect the rights of literary 
property as recognized and sanctioned by positive law, 
and the right, authority, or grant to an individual to 
make, sell, and lease a new invention. 
h. Corporation law governs the franchises possessed by one or 
more individuals who subsist as a legal entity created by 
and under the authority of the law of the state or nation. 
13 
i. Criminal law is that branch or division of law which treats 
of crimes and their punishment. 
j. Domestic Relations refers to the laws which control matters 
pertaining to divorce, annulment, and separate s.upport. 
k. Equity is a branch of the law which offers remedial justice 
distinct from the common law. Equity looks upon that as 
done which ought to have been done. 
1. Immigration law is concerned with incoming foreigners to 
the country for the purpose of permanent residence. 
m. Insurance law governs contracts whereby,, for a stipulated 
consideration, one party undertakes to c~mpensate the other 
for loss on a specified subject by specified perils. 
n. Mortgage laws govern the rights granted to creditors over 
the property of the debtor for the security of his debt. 
o, Probate law is a general term used to include all matters 
over which probate courts have jurisdiction. These laws 
refer to the settlement of decedents' estates, supervision 
of guardianship of infants, allotment of dower, and other 
powers pertaining to such subjects. 
p.· Real Estate is frequently referred to as conveyances or 
realty. It is the law which relates directly and indirectly 
to real property, 
2. Tax laws govern the ratable portion of the procedure: of the 
property and labor of the individual citizen, taken by the 
nation or the state, for the support of the government and 
as a means for continuing in operation, the various 
legitimate functions of the nation or state. 
r. Torts are legal wrongs committed upon persons or 
property independent of contract, and are offenses 
against the civil law •. 
The definitions of the terms used in this study were adapted 
1 
from the Dictionary of Education; whereas, the definitions of the 
law specialties listed above were adapted from Black•s Law 
Dictionary. 2 
Organization of the Study 
The first chapter presents the statement and nature of the 
problem under investigation. A review of related literature is 
given in Chapter II. Chapter III discusses the methods of collection, 
tabulation, and preparation of the legal terms for analysis and 
presentation. Chapter IV contains an analysis and interpretation of 
the data and lists the pertinent legal terms in rank order of 
frequency. The summary, findings, and recommendations are presented 
in Chapter v. 
1 Good, ~· .£!!., 452 PP• 
2Black, Campbell H., Editor, Black•s Law Dictionary, West 
Publishing Company, St. Paul, Minnesota, 1957, 1882 pp. 
14 
CHAPTER II 
SUMMARY OF RELATED RESEARCH 
A review of literature revealed numerous and varied studies 
conducted in the field of vocabulary research. This is eloquent 
testimony that vocabulary is an area of much concern to many 
educators. To profit from the experiences of ~thers, the writer 
reviewed and summarized several word studies relevant to the 
problem under investigation. These were classified under three 
major categories: (1) studies closely allied to the present 
investigation, (2) general vocabulary studies, and (3) technical 
vocabulary studies. 
·Legal Vocabulary Studies 
1 
Masson prepared a list of legal terms and collocations which 
he thought would be most frequently used by legal stenographers. 
After discarding legal textbooks, court testimonies, jury charges, 
and legal correspondence as possible sources for his study, Masson 
decided to base his investigation upon Supreme Court decisions known 
lMasson, William J., Shorthand ~ the Law--! Freguency Count 
of Distinctive Words and Collocations _!:£ be Used in the Training. 
2! the Legal Stenographer, Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation, Iowa 
State University, Iowa, 1947. 
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as State Reports. He arbitrarily distributed the reading of 500,000 
running words equally among thirteen states, approximating 38,500 
running words for each state. He believed that by sampling every 
twenty-fifth page, a chance selection of types of cases would be 
obtained. There was no attempt made in this study to balance the 
amount of material read from the various types of cases. The 
inflectional unit of entry was used. Words with a legal connota-
tion were written in shorthand notebooks, and later, transferred 
to cards, alphabetized, and set up in lists. 
The findings were presented in four lists as follows: 
1. The 1,000 most frequently used words arranged 
by family groupings 
2. The most frequently used collocations 
3. Latin and French words 
4. Latin and French collocations 
From a list of 4,000 legal terms, 1,000 were considered of 
prime importance. These were determined by omitting any word which 
occurred less than eight times. A total of 7,000 legal collocations 
were recorded but only those appearing three or more times were 
listed. 
1 Masson admitted that legal correspondence would have been the 
most valid source of research, but because of the confidential nature 
of lawyers' correspondence, he was unable to accomplish his goal 
1
rbid., p. 28. 
through this medium. uThe legal content of State Reports, .. he 
~ 
pointed out, "runs much higher than any of the sources originally 
contemplated because the judges who render the decisions are 
speaking for the benefit of judges and lawyers and, therefore, they 
do not hesitate to use a technical legal vocabulary. 111 For this 
reason, the writer felt that Masson's lists were heavy with legal 
terms and Latin phrases ra~ely encountered by stenographers in 
their every•day dictation, and, therefore, of limited value to the 
shorthand teacher. 
2 Kephart endeavored to build a glossary of legal terms for 
the use of school administrators. His sources included Purdonts 
Pennsylvania State .£!!_ Education and five other commentaries on 
the school laws of other states. From the list of words obtained 
from these sources, a checklist was prepared and sent to principals 
and superintendents of schools. The responses enabled Kephart to 
use the checklist as a basis for establishing diffic~lty ratings, 
. . 
and to construct a test to verify the results of the checklist for 
the purpose of measuring schoolmen~_s knowledge of school-law 
terminology. The results of the test indicated that the legal 
vocabulary of school administrators is approximately 50 per cent of 
the vocabulary deemed necessary for the understanding of school law. 
lrbid., p. 3o. 
l7 
2Kephart, Edwin c., A Legal Vocabulary for School Administrators, 
Unpublished Master~s Thesis, Pennsylvania State University, 1937, 51 pp. 
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Medical Vocabulary Study 
Pascale.~s1 major problem was to determine the most commonly 
dictated medical terms found in hospital records and to provide 
lists of technical medical data for use in the educational prepara-
tion of medical assistants. 
Eight hundred and twelve case histories dictated by 289 physicians, 
representing 17 medical systems and specialties were selected for 
analysis. The case histories contained 325,061 running words which 
included 41,798 medical terms, 23,528 medical phrases, 4,065 medical 
abbreviations, 1,064 weights and measures, 1,539 medical diseases and 
operations, 19,139 prefixes, and 41,258 suffixes. 
All words having a frequency of five or more were considered 
commonly dictated medical terms. This count yielded 1,746 medical 
terms, 973 medical phrases, 289 abbreviations, 15 weights and 
measures, 51 medical diseases and operations, and 77 prefixes and 
80 suffixes. 
Blackington' s ~ Gould Medical Dictionary was the criterion 
by which medical terms were determined, and Thorndike and Lorge~s 
The Teacher's Word ~E.! 30,000 Words was used to delimit the 
study. 
1Pascal~ Alfred c., ! Study of Medical Terminology Pertinent to 
the Educational Preparation of the Medical Secretary and Medical 
.Assistants, Unpublished Docto.ral Dissertation, Boston Univ'ersity.,. 
Boston, Massachusetts, lQ58, 592 pp. 
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The medical data were arranged in alphabetical lists. Those 
words with frequencies of five or more were listed in rank order 
according to frequency. 
The wide geographic distribution of the training schools of 
the physicians participating in the study was a fair indication that 
the medical terms in this study were representative of the termino-
logy employed by physicians in many parts of the United States and 
even in many parts of the world. 
General Vocabulary Studies 
After years of arduous research in vocabulary studies, 
. 1 
Buckingham and Dolch produced their Combined ~ List, a gigantic 
project which involved several preliminary studies. First, the 
~ Association study was undertaken to determine what words 
children know as they advance from Grade II through Grade VIII. 
The~ Association study involved 21,695 children who were required 
to write any words which came to their minds during a fifteen-minute 
period. The resulting 2,700,000 words were tabulated by the lexical 
unit method of entry according to Thorndike1 s basic principles of 
tabulation. Several classes of words already included in The Teacherts 
1 Buckingham, B. R., and Dolch, E. W., A Combined Word List, 
Ginn and Company, New York, 1936, 184 pp. 
1 Word Book were not recorded. Among these were, (1) proper names, 
(2) abbreviations, (3) contractions, and (4) archaic or poetic 
verb forms. Frequencies appearing on the Kindergarten Union List 
were deleted from the list because it was felt that the placement 
of these words was sufficiently established. 
Ten other studies were included in the investigation which 
resulted-in the Combined Word List. Among those used were studies 
based on, (1) children's speech·or writing, (2) adults' letters, 
and (3) reading matter. These, together with the Free Association 
study, yielded information concerning the frequency of use of 19,000 
words, and the grade placement of 10,000 words. 
2 
Murphy, in collaboration with several investigators, made a 
study of the spontaneous speaking vocabulary of children in primary 
grades. Seventy classrooms were invoived and a total of 1,195,098 
words were registered. Films, filmstrips, stories, discussions, and 
pictures were employed to stimula,te conversation. Classroom ·t&achers, 
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helped by parents, tape-recorded conversations, and high school students 
typed the lists. In all of the studies, spontaneous vocabulary was 
recorded whenever possible. 
1 Thorndike, Edward L., The Teacher's Word Book, Teachers College, 
Columbia University, New Yor~l921, 133 pp:--
2Murphy, Helen A., "The Spontaneous Speaking Vocabulary of 
Children in Primary Grades, 11 Journal of Education, Vol. 140, No. 2, 
December 1957, 104 pp. 
All words with a frequency of five or more were included in 
the lists. The kindergarten list, however, was presented in full 
regardless of frequency of word occurrences. 
Through two additional studies, a comparison was made between 
the Boston University List and the International Kindergarten Union 
List and Gates Primary List. It was found that 906 words were 
common to all lists, 1,574 occurred on the International Kindergarten 
Union List and the Boston University List, and 990 of the words on 
the Gates Primary List appeared on the new list. As was expected, 
terms of aviation, radio, and television appeared on the new lists, 
but were not on the lists of thirty years ago. 
1 Murphy felt that teachers of primary grade children would find 
her list suitable for: 
1. Building an experience reading vocabulary 
2. Words for training listening skills 
3. A source of material for applied phonics, and an 
indication of interest areas of children 
21 
She also felt that textbook writers for the middle grades would find 
a source of suitable basic vocabulary for writing content and a check 
to determine difficulty of vocabulary in textbooks and other curriculum 
materials. Finally; she hoped that research workers in elementary 
education would find the list of use.in checking vocabulary difficulty 
in appraisal instruments designed to be used with children in the 
elementary school. 
1Ibid., preface. 
Thorndike, 1 apio~eer researcher and prolific writer of word 
·frequency lists, published his first book in 1921. This book 
contained an alphabetical list of the 10,000 words occurring most 
frequently in forty-one different sources. Some of these sources 
include literature for childr~n, the Bible and English classics, 
elementary school textbooks, books on cooking, sewing, farming, 
the trades, daily newspapers, and words from correspondence. The 
lexical unit of entry was used and credit numbers were assigned 
to indicate in which category of frequency the words belong. 
Thorndike felt that his book wouilld: 
1. Help the teacher to decide quickly which 
treatment is appropriate by.telling her 
just how important a word is. 
2. Provide the less experienced teacher with 
that knowledge both of importance of words 
and ~f their difficulty. 
3. Provide a convenient place to record any 
useful facts about these words by which 
teaching can be guided and improved. 
Ten years later, as a result of an extensive count from 200 
more sources, including 5,000,000 running words, Thorndike2 was 
able to extend his list from 10,000 to 20,000 words. 
1Thorndike, loc. cit. 
2Thorndike, Edward L., The Teacher's Word Book of 20,000 Words, 
Teachers College, Columbia University, New York, 1931, 182 pp. 
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In 1944, Thorndike and Icrge published The :reacher 1 s ~ 
~ of 30,000 Words. This book included data from Thorndike's 
two previous works and incorporated Icrge 1.s semantic and magazine 
counts, bringing the original count up to 30,000 words. Five 
columns were used in the final lists to facilitate interpretation 
and recognition of the original source of the words. An explana-
tion of the coded columns follows: 
G is a summary of the four other columns. 
T is for Thorndike1_s 1931 publication which 
emphasized frequ~ncy in readers~ textbooks, 
the Bible and English classics. 
L is for Lorge 1s magazine count which dealt 
with recent and popular magazines. 
J is for Thorndike's study of 120 juvenile books 
which w~re reco~ended for students of grades 
three to eight. 
S is for a miscellany of juvenile and adult 
reading omitting school readers and text-
books. 
Although Thorndike made no claim to the complete reliability of 
his lists, he strongly reconnnends their use to "teach~rs, lawyers, 
preachers, lecturers, and textbook writers. 
1Thorndike, Edward L., and Lorge, Irving, The Teacher 1 s Word 
Book 2E 30j000 Words~ Columbia University, Teac~s College., New York, 
1944, 274 PP• 
2Ibid., p. xii. 
23 
1 
Gates' revised edition of a primary reading vocabulary 
contains a list of 1~811 words suitable for use in all forms of 
reading material in grades one~ two, and three. Because of the 
ever increasing number of words in common use, the 1935 list is 
longer than the original published in 1926. Gates gathered his 
data from the following sources: 
1. The. 2,500 words of.highest frequency as 
determined by Thorndike's count cf four 
and a half million words. 
2. Any words not in the 2,500 words from Thorn-
dike's list, but found in young children.'.s 
lite:rature. 
3. Words found in the thousand most frequent 
words in a series of readers for primary grades. 
4. Words in the thousand most frequent words in 
the spoken vocabulary of young children. 
5. Words found in various studies of primary grade'' 
literature since 1925. 
6. Words appearing in at least one half of a list 
of 105 books of various sorts. 
Of the 5,600 words found, 1,811 were retained and given a 
I 
numerical rating for an evaluation by a composite judgment of experts. 
The words in the lists were arranged in two forms: (1) an 
alphabetical list of 1,811 words_. and (2) a rating of one, two, three, 
or four. This rating was to indicate whether the word fell within 
the first_. second_. third, or fourth five hundred words on the basis 
Il.Gates, .Arthur I., !. Reading Vocabulary §E. the Primary Grades, 
Revised and Enlarged, Teachers College, Columbia University, New York, 
1935, 29 PP• 
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of importance as determined by the application of the criteria 
used by the experts which were; 
1. The interest of the word for children 
2. Utility of the word for children 
3. The relative frequency of the word in 
a large sampling of representative 
primary literature 
4. The frequency of the word appearing in 
children1_s spoken language 
The lists were not divided into parts of speech as were the 
original, nor were they constructed for spelling purposes. However, 
since the words in the lists were those with a minimum reading 
difficulty, learning to spell the words. should be relatively easy 
according to Gates. He suggested that the lists be used to provide 
material for instruction, reading, and writing tests. 
1 Rinsland carried out an extensive nationwide study of words 
written by children from grades one through eight. Of the 1,500 
·letters addressed to superintendents and principals in rural 
communities and in cities of different sizes, including diversified 
geographic, economic, and social areas, 708 responses were received. 
Approximately 100,212 children submitted writings representing 
personal notes, stories, poems, compositions in school subjects, 
examination papers in nontechnical subjects, trips, and observations. 
1-
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Rinsland, Henry, A Basic Vocabulary of Elementary School Children, 
The MacMillan Company, New York, 1945, 636 pp. 
Rinsland relied on the judgment of teachers for verification and 
evaluation of the children~s work. It was discovered that 25,632 
different words were.drawn from 6,012,359 running words. Of these, 
14,571 words occurred three or more times and were set up in 
alphabetical lists showing the total frequenci'es of each word in 
each grade. The inflectional unit of entry advocated by Horn was 
followed. 
Rinsland conceded that this list is not a total vocabulary of 
learning for the elementary school, but rather, a basic, general, 
or major vocabulary for the elementary school. 
Technical Vocabulary Studies 
1 Horn compiled a list of words gleaned from correspondence and 
the results of studies already completed by other investigators. 
As each new investigation was completed, the data were added to his 
compilation. By 1922, 865,000 running words had been accummulated. 
Eight other studies in 1926 brought the total number of running words 
to 5,136,815 words. The extensive tabulations were prepared from: 
1. The vocabulary of business correspondence 
2~ The vocabulary of personal letters 
1 
Horn, Ernest, A Basic Writing Vocabulary, University of Iowa, 
First Series1 No. 4, Iowa City, Iowa, 1926, 225 pp. 
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3. The vocabulary of letters of people of more 
than average literary ability 
4. Vocabularies of letters of application and 
recommendation 
5. The vocabulary of letters of a single 
individual written over a period of eight 
years 
6. The vocabulary of adult writing other than 
correspondence 
Each word in the material sampled was recorded in the exact 
form in which.it appeared with three exceptions. The following 
were not recorded: 
1. Persons, places, and the names of months 
and days 
2. All words of less than four letters 
3. A list of forty-one common words 
1 . 
By 1943, Horn and Peterson had gathered sufficient data from 
the business correspondence of tw~nty-six classes of business firms 
to publish the Basic Vocabulary of Business Letters. The words of 
each class of business were arranged alphabetically w~th the total 
frequency for each word. By multiplying the total frequency of words 
by the approximate square root of the number of different classes of 
businesses in which the word occurred, a weighted total was derived 
for use in determining the relative importance of words. This was 
one of Horn1 s outstanding contributions to word studies. The 
1Horn, Ernest, and Peterson, Thelma, The Basic Vocabulary of 
Business Letters, the Gregg Publishing Company, New York, 1943, 235 pp. 
combination of letters and numbers in the lists indicate in which 
thousand and half of that thousand words belong. The 5~222 most 
commonly used words are given in the appendix in order of frequency 
as determined by the weighted frequency. 
The Hom-Peterson study was of special significance to the 
writer because it was used to delimit the words collected and 
tabulated by eliminating commonly used words frequently encountered 
in business correspondence. Because of their common usage, it was 
felt that these words should cause no difficulty to the shorthand 
student preparing to become a legal stenographer. 
1 Luella Cole, probably the most productive worker in the area 
of technical vocabulary research, undertook to reduce the substance 
of many valuable technical studies to a more usable, more practical 
form. This study resulted in the publication of The Teacher's 
Handbook of Technical Vocabulary. 
The original studies of thirteen school subjects were analyzed 
I ,. 
for this project: arithmetic, algebra, geometry, English composition, 
' foreign language, American literature, geography, history, hygiene, 
general science, chemistry, physics, and biology. The importance 
of the subject in the curriculum and the number of people interested 
in it determined the amount of time and effort spent on the investi-
gation. In its final form, Cole's list contained only those terms 
1cole, Luella, The Teacher's Handbook of Technical Vocabulary2 
Public School Publishing_Company, Bloomington, Illinois, 1940, 119 pp. 
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without which the subject matter could not be understood. Cole 
recommends that teachers use the list of terms presented in her 
study as a nucleus around which to organize their teaching, but 
cautioned that the lists were for reference, study, and guidance, 
and not for discoursive reading matter. 
1 Lawrence developed a technical vocabulary of terms with 
business and economic meanings from current, nontechnical literature 
of high circulation. 
Seventy-eight issues of ~ magazine and thirty issues of the 
Saturday Evening Post were the sources used for this study. Only 
the business and finance sections in ~ were used while editorials 
and other articles related to husiness activities were chosen from 
the Saturday Evening Post. The combined total number of running words 
was approximately 555,000. Lawrence used the lexical unit method of 
entry because he felt that tabulating every variant of a word would 
have little import on meaning. He was one of the few researchers of 
word frequency counts to include collocations in his study. 
Lawrence1 s method of tabulation was unique~ He underlined 
words and collocations in .the context as they were read, thus 
facilitating checking for accuracy. Interestingly, a second reading 
revealed that only frequencies were affected and that very few new 
!Lawrence, Armon Jay, ~'A Vocabulary of Business and Economic 
Terms of Popular Usage,u ~ulletin of the Bureau of School Service, 
Vol. XVII, No. 3, Unive~sity of Ke;tucky,_ Lexington, Kentucky, 
March 1945, 135 pp. 
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words evolved. Both single words and collocations were checked 
against the ~ York Times glossary of terms which this newspaper 
claims every reader should know if he is to read the financial page 
of any newspaper. File cards were used to indicate source and 
number of occurrences of the words under investigation. The lists 
were prepared as follows: (1) single words with their derivatives, and 
(2) collocations. Lawrence compared his findings with Lorge's magazine 
count and concluded that because o~ differences in the number of 
running words in the two counts, it was necessary to multiply 
frequencies in the equivalent number of words used by Lorge. One• 
thousand-four-hundred and eighty-three single words and 3,150 
collocations were reported. Lawrence assumed that these terms 
constituted a minimum vocabulary for the reading of economic and 
business literature. 
1 
The scholarly research study completed by Hicks at Michigan 
State University won him the 1949 Delta Pi Epsilon Research Award. 
He undertook to derive a master list of technical business terms 
which seemed of greatest, importance for general business educational 
purposes. Frequency counts of business words by.Perrigo, Dale, 
and Lawrence, glossaries of four general business textbooks, 
1H~cks) Charles B., ~ Technical Business Vocabulary of General 
Business Education, Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College 
Publication, Stillwater, Oklahoma, 1952, 88 pp. (Delta Pi Epsilon 
Summary.) · 
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vocabulary analysis of five widely used general business textbooks, 
and the findings of twelve research studies were utilized in this 
study. Of the 786 technical business terms obtained, 208 terms 
were rated as essential by a jury of five business men to whom 
the list had been submitted for evaluation. From this master 
list, 100 test items were constructed. The final form was given 
to 678 pupils in six Michigan High Schools to_ determine whether 
high school students are cognizant of these technical business 
terms. He also ascertained the relationship between the understand-
ing of these terms and the factors of chronological age, mental age, 
business subjects taken, personal business activities, and socio-
economic background. Hicks discovered that the pupils' knowledge 
of technical business terms was inadequate. The mean score was 
60.54 and the correlations found between scores on the business 
vocabulary test and the factors investigated were as follows: 
1. Mental age 6203 
2. Socio-economic status .3004 
3. Personal business activities .2872 
4. Chronological age .2769 
5. Business subjects taken .0959 
The reliability of the test, determined by the split-half 
technique, was .85. By using the Spearman-Brown formula, Hicks 
estimated the reliability coefficient from the two comparable halves. 
A .92 reliability coefficient resulted from this computation. Hicks 
felt that the reliance upon several sources for his study added con-
siderably to the validity and comprehensiveness of his master list. 
32. 
1 
Stephenson contended that Thorndike's study, though of significant 
value for general vocabulary purposes, does not solve the vocabulary 
problems of special subjects. Endeavoring to supplement this deficiency, 
he selected ten nationally accepted textbooks as the basis for a study 
on the vocabulary of civics. Stephenson prepared a working list of 
words and expressions from the indices of the textbooks chosen. To 
complete the list, twelve experie~ced teachers of civics were asked 
to furnish words which they had frequent occasion to use in .their 
own classes. A final list was drawn after twenty students from the 
University of Michigan were assigned about one-half of one of the 
textbooks and each searched through his allotted material, counting 
the number of times each word or expression recurred. A final step 
was to find the probable error of the count. This was made possible 
by selecting twenty words at random and carefully checking the 
frequency of occurrence of these' terms. A comparison of this list 
with the original one indicated that the count was approximately 
14 per cent too low. Corrections were made and a list of civics 
terms was.constr~cted. 
1 Cra~ford~ 2 a Delta Pi Epsilon Research Award winner, completed 
a study at the University of Pittsburg in 1940 to determine the 
1 Stephenson, A. W., nThe Special Vocabulary of Civics, 11 Journal 
of Educational Research, Vol. 18, 1928, pp. 297-304. 
2 Crawford, James, Frequency of Use of Gregg Shorthand Prefixes 
and Suffixes, OkLahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College, Stillwater, 
Oklahoma, 1943, 83 pp. (Delta Pi Epsilon Summary). 
relative importance of prefixes and suffixes used in the Gregg 
Shorthand system and to set up a frequency list which he could 
compare with Horn~s 10,000 words~ The index of the Gregg Shorthand 
Anniversary manual serve? as the authoritative source for the list 
of prefixes and suffixes. Brief forms and special forms were 
excluded from the analysis. Horn 1 s Basic Writing Vocabulary was 
used mainly because of its influence on the preparation of the 
Gregg Shorthand Anniversary edition. As he gathered data from 
the index of the manual, Crawford discovered inconsistencies and 
incompleteness in the listing of prefixes and suffixes. In an 
effort to minimize this deficiency, he grouped certain prefixes 
which had the same symbols and similarity of sound. He then called 
on five teachers whose teaching experienqe ranged from two years 
to twenty-one years and asked them to check the doubtful endings 
and to identify them as suffixes or word terminations. Since it 
was ~ot Crawford 1s purpose to judge the adequacy of the textbooks 
generally used in teaching Gregg shorthand, the material was given 
as related and not as supporting data or .as the specific problem 
of his study. 
On the basis of the data summarized, it was discovered that 
of the 62 prefixes in the Gregg manual, 24 are relatively unimportant 
and need not be taught. Of the 87 suffixes, 35 are of limited value 
for nonspecialized stenographic workers. 
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In conducting a study of the frequency of occurrence of 
business terms, Perrigo1 selected 55 issues of 12 business journals 
representing various commercial fields and industries. Checking 
3,564 pages, he reported a total" of 916 different business terms 
with 10,785 repetitions. He compared these terms with those used 
in high school textbooks. After a check of the glossaries and 
indices of the textbooks, he discovered that 70 per cent of the 
high frequency words contained in his study did not appear in the 
textbooks analyzed. 
Cobb2 made a comparative analysis of the vocabulary of Horn 
and Peterson•s Basic Vocabulary of Business Letters and the Gregg 
Shorthand Dictionary. Since both books provide a list of words 
which students and stenographers are most likely to encounter in 
dictation, Cobb presumed that comparing them would yield pertinent 
degrees of agreement or opposition. Of the 17,766 different words 
in the body of the Gregg Shorthand Dictionary, and the 14,721 words 
of the Basic Vocabulary of Business Letters, 6,368 appear on both 
lists. These words represent 35.8 per cent of the different words. 
found in the Gregg Shorthand Dictionary list and 43.7 per cent of 
1Perrigo, Russell A., nFre·quency of Occurrence of Business Terms, n 
Business Education World, April 1942, p. 666. 
2 Cobb, Daisy, nA Comparative Analysis of the Vocabularies of the 
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Basic Vocabulary of_Business Letters and the Gregg Shorthand Dictionary," 
National Business Education Quarterly, Vol. 14, No. 4, May 1947, pp. 47-53, 
the total words in the Horn-Peterson list. Cobb concluded that the 
extent of agreement between the two lists was relatively small since 
Horn and Peterson offered 14,721 words that are known to have been 
used in correspondence, yet the Gregg Shorthand Dictionary with its 
17,766 entries, recorded only 6,368 of these specific words. 
1 Fitzgerald utilized several important studies of child and 
35 
adult writing vocabularies to prepare a basic word list scientifically 
selected and properly graded for spelling purposes. His research 
resulted in a list of 2,560 words. All of these words and their 
repetitions occur in Rinsland and all but 16 can be found in Horn's 
Bas.ic Writing Vocabulary. Fitzgerald assumed that if a child 
mastered this list, he would be able to spell approxim~tely 95 per 
cent of the running words he would write during his lifetime. The 
second pa~t of the Fitzgerald study was concerned with the grade 
placement of these words. He tabulated 42,992 misspellings in 682,082 
running words and reported 222 spelling demons. He drew up tables to 
show how frequently these 222 spelling demons were used and misspelled 
by grades two, three, four, and five. Because these words were so 
persistently misspelled by grades two through five, Fitzgerald decided 
that they should be part of a crucial core vocabulary, hence their 
inclusion in ! Basic Life Spelling Vocabulary. 
1Fitzgerald, James, ! Basic Life Spelling Vocabulary, The Bruce 
Publishing Company, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 1951, 155 pp. 
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. 1 1 Barrows attempted to determine what technical iterary terms 
occurred in popular adult periodicals and the frequency with which 
they occurred. Using ~' ~' and The Saturday Evening Post, 
Barrows read a total of 554,241 running words. Only 57 words were 
recorded as technical literary terms and these were principally 
found when referring to, or discussing, prose, poetry, and drama. 
Wolffer conducted a study to ascertain the vocabulary needs of 
fourth, fifth, and sixth grade chi~dren so that they may derive 
meaning from printed material, and from spoken ideas basic to under-
standing the social studies. Using this study as a basis, he proposed 
to construct and evaluate a test to measure this understanding. 
Eighteen geography and history textbooks were utilized. Words with a. 
social studies connotation were circled on the textbooks keeping all 
forms of the words as they appeared. Very few proper nouns were 
retained. Each word was then alphabetically listed under a code num• 
her for (1) publisher, (2) grade, and (3) subject. Tabulations yielded 
2,905 words. Because many of these words were common to the vocabulary 
of primary grade children, it was decided to check the list against 
the International Kindergarten Union List and Gates Primary Grade 
1 
Barrows, John A.,~~ Freguency Studz of.Technical Literary 
Terms in Three Current Periodicals, Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston 
University, Boston, Massachusetts, 1951, 55 pp. 
~olffer, William, The Construction and Evaluation of a Social 
Studies Context Vocabulary-Test, Unpublished Doctoral DiSSe~tation, 
Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts, 1952, 204 pp. 
Vocabulary List. A total of 643 words.were found in the two lists. 
Of the 2~262 remaining words, 1,184 were classified as essential 
to the understanding of social studies concepts of specific topics, 
and 1,078 of general concepts. From these lists, 414 test it~ 
were constructed, divided into five tests, and given to a population 
of 2,974 in grades four, five, and six in nine towns and cities. 
1 
Early conducted a companion study and used the same data to 
arrive at the desired vocabulary lists from which he could construct 
a test. However, different techniques and concepts were used to 
prepare the test. 
2 
Haskell reported a frequency count of the technical business 
terms found in six general business textbooks, listed them in 
alphabetical order, and defined each term as it applies to general 
· business practices. 
She included in her study an analysis of words that came within 
Hick 1 s list of 517 so-called desirable terms of general business 
education. This study showed that 265 of the 517 desirable technical 
business terms were found to have a frequency of six or more and 
occurred 19,500 times in the six general business textbooks analyzed. 
1Early, William L. Jr., The Construction and Evaluation of a 
Social Studies Vocabulary AssOCiation Test fo~termediate Grades, 
Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation~ Boston University, Boston, Massa-
chusetts, 1952, 181 PP• 
2 Haskell, Cecile, ! Study of ~ Frequency of the Technical 
Business .Terms in General Business Textbooks, Unpublished Master•s 
Thesis, Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts, 1957~ 83 pp. 
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Haskell noted that 39 desirable technical business terms occurred 
more frequently in general business textbooks published in 1955 and 
1956 than in those published in 1940 and 1948. 
1 Kruse collected words from five business law textbooks which 
he thought had a legal connotation. He set up these words in an 
alphabetical list and defined the terms. His purpose was to provide 
an available source of legal terms drawn from textbooks generally 
used by teachers of business law. 
Madden2 used five economic geography textbooks to set up his 
frequency count lists. Following Horn's method of tabulation, he 
kept derivatives as well as roots of words. A total of 795,513 
running words were registered in this study and a definition for 
each term was entered. 
In 1948, Fit~gerald3 prepared a glossary of terms peculiar to 
methodology in the teaching of high school bookkeeping. Terms were 
drawn from all available textbooks on methods of teaching bookkeping 
and articles from periodicals and yearbooks. Of the 300,000 running 
words read, 983 were tabulated and defined. 
lKruse, Bruce T., ! Word Frequency Study and Definition E! 
Terms in Business Law, Unpublished Master 1 s Thesis, Boston University, 
Boston;-Mas~achusetts, 1952, 85 pp. 
2Madden, John, ! Word Frequency Study £!. Terms Used in Five 
Economic Geography Textbooks, Unpublished Master 1s Thesis, Boston 
University, Boston, Massachusetts, 1950, 192 pp •. 
3Fitzgerald, Robert E., ! Word Frequency Study and Definition of 
Terms in Bookkeeping, Unpublished Master 1 s Thesis, Boston University, 
Boston, Massachusetts, 1948, 134 pp. 
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1 
Johnson-Berg conducted a similar study in shorthand methodology. 
The purpose was to standardize the terminology used in teaching Gregg 
shorthand. A total of 793 different terms was gleaned from a count 
of 206,423 running words. Definitions for these terms were prepared 
and were evaluated by 48 experienced Gregg shorthand teachers. 
2 Silverson limited her study to determining a medical vocabulary 
for the use of stenographers at the Wrentham State School for the 
feebleminded. Medical terms were drawn from the following classifi-
cations: 8 abstracts with 10,827 running words; 12 autopsies with 
11,514 running words, and 12 X-ray reports with 10,178 running words. 
These 32,419 running words yielded 828 different medical terms. 
In Silverson 1 s study, the American Medical Dictionary served 
as the source for the recognition of medical terms. Plurals, and 
past and present participles were included. The lists were presented 
as follows: 
1 
1. Common medical terms omitted from the count 
2. Phrases included in the count 
3. Latin phrases found in the study but not found 
in the American Medical Dictionary 
Johnson-Berg, Raymond, ! Word Frequency Study ~ Definition ~ 
Terms in Shorthand, Unpublished Masterts Thesis, Boston University, 
Boston:-Massachusetts, 1948, 123 pp. 
2
silverson, Joan A., ! Medical Vocabulary for the Stenographers 
of Wrentham State School, Service Paper, Boston University, Boston 
Massachusetts, 1948, 158 PP• 
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4. Frequency count of abstract terms 
5. Frequency count of autopsy terms 
6. Frequency count of x•ray terms 
7. List of terms found in the study with 
accompanying shorthand outiines 
The shorthand outlines were taken from the Gregg Medical 
Shorthand Manual, the Gregg Shorthand Dictionary, and the 51 000 MOst 
Used Medical Terms by LaViola. Silverson admitted that a more 
extensive count would have added to the validity of her study. 
1 
MOulton compiled a list of words in typewriting which included 
a frequency count of the words peculiar to tYPewriting methodology 
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with a definition of the terms. She used methodology books, textbooks, 
and periodicals. The jury technique was employed to analyze the list 
of words and phrases in their relation to the typewriting field and 
to pass judgment on the definitions. A total number of 510,801 
running words was inspected, 1,200 of which were listed in alphabetical 
order. Of the 1,200 words listed, 1,142 were defined. MOulton felt 
that some of the terms needed no definition since their meaning was 
obvious and clarification was unnecessary. The Horn method of 
tabulation was followed. 
1 . 
MOulton, Priscilla, ! Word Frequency Study and Definition of 
Terms in Typewriting, Unpublished Master~s Thesis, Boston University, 
Boston, ~ssachusetts, 1948, 158 PP• 
MOon1 utilized five business arithmetic textbooks to compile 
a list of words and phrases pertinent to the teaching of business 
arithmetic. Only problems were used in the analysis. Definitions 
of terms were added to facilitate learning and to increase efficiency 
in the teaching of business arithmetic. 
A review of literature definitely shows that word studies 
have aroused the interest of a score of educators in the last 
three or four decades. Consequently, much valuable research has 
been pursued and results reported, but since this field has not 
been exhaustively exploited much remains to be done. 
The studies reviewed in this chapter can be used advantageously 
as guides for further investigation, especially in the field of 
technical terminology where it is essentially needed. 
1 
MOon, Julianna, ! Word Frequency Study and Definition of Terms 
Used in Business Arithmetic, Unpublished Master 1 s Thesis, Boston 
"UniVers-ity, Boston, Massachusetts, 1956, 95 pp. -_-
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHODS AND PROCEDURES 
The present chapter has been organized into the following 
sections: (1) Collecting the data, (2) Tabulation procedures, 
(3) Preparation of data for the analysis, (4) Verification of 
the prepared data, (5) .Analysis of the data for instructional 
purposes, and (6) Validity of the vocabulary study. 
After considering several sources from which to obtain data 
for developing a valid vocabulary for the training of legal 
secretaries, correspondence dictated by lawyers was selected as 
the basis for this study. Since legal correspondence is highly 
confidential and personal, permission was solicited and obtained 
from the Executive Secretary of the Massachusetts Bar Association 
to conduct this investigation. Eighteen categories, or specialties 
of law, were selected from the Law Chart1 to facilitate the classi-
fication and analysis of the data and to insure a representative 
sampling of the broad fielq of law. 
In selecting legal terms to be tabulated from the legal car-
t 2 ' 
respondence, Black s ~ Dictionary was the criterion upon which 
the writer relied to determine whether or not a term was technically 
a legal word. 
lThe Law Chart, ££• cit., 23 PP• 
2Black, ££• cit., 1882 pp. 
A number of common legal terms which appear in the first 3,000 
words of the Horn and Peterson list were not included in the list of 
common technical legal terms, but were listed in a separate table in 
Chapter IV. 
Legal terms, collocations, French and Latin terms, prefixes and 
suffixes were collected from the legal correspondence under investi-
gation. These were tabulated, verified~ and prepared for further 
analysis and classification. 
The legal terminology was arranged in the following lists: 
1. The common legal terms which were included in Horn 
and Peterson's Basic Vocabulary of Business Letters 
2. The most common technical legal terms dictated in 
3,948 letters 
3. The most common technical legal terms ~ictated in the 
specialized areas of law 
4. The most common technical legal collocations dictated 
by 101 lawyers in 3,948 letters 
5. The most common technical legal Latin and French terms 
dictated by 101 lawyers in 3,948 letters 
6. The most common prefixes and suffixes which were component 
parts of the technical legal terms collected 
The writer made an effort to analyze the biographical data of 
the lawyers who dictated the material used in this study. A table 
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was constructed showing the institution from which each lawyer received 
his law degree together with the number of aggregate years of legal 
experience and practice. 
A series of tables were set up to guide teachers in determining 
the extent of practice they may.wish to devote to the technical data 
reported in this study. 
The legal words with a frequency of five or more occurrences 
were considered pertinent and were listed according to frequen~y and 
rank. Those words which appeared four times or less were included 
in the alphabetical lists in the appendices. 
The writer adopted Horn's inflectional unit of entry method of 
tabulation because of the shorthand implications involved. The 
shorthand writer must write the outline to indicate the particular 
form of the word used, and must be able to spell various forms of 
these words. 
Collecting the Data 
Several sources of legal data offered possibilities for this 
study. After considering the advantages and limitations of different 
sources, legal correspondence was selected as the most valid source 
for the basis of the word-count analysis. 
It was decided that legal correspondence would provide the every-
day technical legal vocabulary needed by the stenographer and would 
not include an extensive number of highly professional legal technical 
terms usually found in court decisions, reports, and opinions. Nor 
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would the correspondence lack the legal expressions which are notice-
ably absent from court testimonies and jury charges, since in these 
instances, judges and lawyers gear their vocabulary to the witnesses 
or to the jury whose comprehension of legal terminology is ordinarily 
limited. 
In order to secure a comprehensive sampling of the different 
law specializations~ it was believed that the correspondence of 
approximately 100 lawyers would. yield diversified and representative 
material~ When the preliminary plans were formulated, the writer 
intended to read every fifth letter in the folders in sampling the 
correspondence, but this method proved inadequate. MOst lawyers• 
files are so arranged that each case occupies a separate section of 
the file and the folders include all pertinent papers, data, forms, 
correspondence, and documents related to the case. Arbitrarily 
selecting every fifth letter for analysis was not feasible as all 
letters in the same section pertain to the same case; therefore, 
sampling a sufficient number of different cases would have been 
difficult. 
By utilizing the random sampling technique, the writer was able 
to obtain a variety of letters relating to diverse litigations, pending 
suits, and simple counsel. The files of 101 lawyers were made accessi-
ble and 3,948 letters containing a total of 397,086 running words were 
I 
read. 
Twenty-five specialties were included. But, because of the paucity 
of correspondence in some areas, and because of the difficulty 
in ascertaining the exact placement of some of the specialties, many 
were combined with those generally recognized and accepted as common. 
For example, terms from cases concerning Eminent Domain were 
included in the specialty of Real Estate; Workmen's Compensation, 
Social Security, and Pensions were incorporated in Insurance law; 
Divorce, Separate Support and Annulment were placed under the title 
Domestic Relations. Table II shows this arrangement. 
The major classifications of legal specialization used in this 
study were as follows: (1) Admiralty, (2) Anti-Trust, (3) Arbitra-
tion and Award, (4) Bankruptcy, (5) Claims, (6) Contracts, (7) 
Copyright and Patent, (8) Corporations, (9) Criminal, (10) Domestic 
Relations, (11) Equity, (12) Immigration, (13) Insurance, (14) Mort-
gages, (15) Probate, (16 Real Esta~e, (17) Taxe~, and (18) Torts. 
Tabulation Procedure 
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One of the main tasks of the legal secretary is to take dictation 
and to transcribe the material into correct and precise legal language. 
This study purported to provide a list of common legal terms which 
would serve as a reliable basis for developing materials to be used in 
the training of legal secretaries. 
To provide such a list, the writer lifted legal terms and collo-
cations out of context, and typed them on adding machine tape which 
permitted continuous feeding of the paper in the typewriter, thus 
eTiminating the usual frequent change of paper. 
Pertinent information was recorded on the tape. This information 
included: 
1. The date the correspondence was dictated 
2. The average number of running words per letter which was 
computed by averaging the number of words in three lines 
and multiplying the results by the total number of lines 
in the letter 
3. The name of the lawyer who dictated the correspondence 
4. The area of law from which the material was taken 
After this information was recorded, the legal terms were typed 
on a continuous tape according to the following procedure: 
1. The frequencies of all terms included in Black's Law 
Dictionary were tabulated 
2. The frequencies of legal collocations were tabulated 
3. The frequencies of the Latin and French terms were 
tabulated 
4. The frequencies of prefixes and suffixes were tabulated 
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If a word appeared in the first 3,000 words of the Horn-Peterson 
list, it was ~ssumed that the word was common and should be eliminated 
from the technical legal list regardless of frequency. It is reasonable 
to conclude that shorthand students would become familiar with these 
words in the ordinary shorthand course taken prior to pursuing the 
more specialized field of legal stenography. 
In the teaching of shorthand outlines, derivatives have significant 
value. For this reason, all forms of the legal technical terms were 
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included in the lists of rank order of frequency and retained 
alphabetically in the appendices. 
Preparation of Data for Analysis 
The tapes on which were typed the legal terms and collocations 
were cut into strips to facilitate manipulation. The words from 
these strips were arranged in alphabetical order and transferred to 
separate notebooks for each of the eighteen legal specialties. After 
. 
each specialty had an accumulated list of the twenty-six letters of 
the alphabet~· .. it was no longer necessary to cut the tape into strips, 
but the words were immediately tallied from the tape to the notebooks. 
The next step was to combine the same words appearing in more than one 
specialty into one list. This operation resulted in the list of the 
most common technical legal terms arranged in rank order of frequency. 
The titles of legal specialties used in this study were adapted 
from the list in the Law Chart after consulting with lawyers concerning 
the best classification of the data. Table II in Chapter IV shows how 
these specialties were derived. 
It would seem that the lists of legal terms rather than the lists 
of collocations, Latin and French terms, or prefixes and suffixes are 
the most important and significant data in this study. It was decided, 
therefore, to report these terms i~ a comprehensive way by listing the 
words alphabetically, regardless of frequency. These lists appear in 
· the appendices. 
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These lists could be used by teachers and authors of textbooks 
as guide charts inasmuch as they include the following information: 
1. Each technical legal term in alphabetical order 
2. The specialty from which the term was collected 
3. The frequency of occurrence under each specialty 
4. The total frequency of occurrence of each legal term 
The list of collocations is the second most important list in 
this study. If the stenographer can recognize that certain collocated 
words have a special legal connotation7 she will tend to keep them 
together and automatize pertinent shorthand outlines, and thus, she will 
greatly increase her shorthand speed. 
The collocations in this study were arranged in rank order of 
frequency in Ch~pter IV and alphabetically, regardless of frequency, 
in Appendix B. 
The Latin and French terms were included in this study to determine 
the amount of time which should be spent in this area of instruction. 
A list of the prefixes and suffixes with frequencies of 5 or more 
were presented in Chapter IV. Horn1 claims that ttchildren should learn. 
how to spell the principal prefixes and suffixes and should know how 
to add them to base words.tt Applying this concept to shorthand, it is 
logical to assume that if shorthand students automatiz~ word beginnings 
and word endings, greater shorthand speed will ensue. For this reason, 
lFiorn, Ernest, "Phonetics and Spelling7 " ~ElementarY School 
Journal, Vol. 57, No. 8, May 1957, p. 431. · 
prefixes and suffixes were incorporated in this study. All prefixes 
and suffixes regardless of frequency were listed-in ·alphabetical order 
in Appendix D. 
The suffixes ningsu and "ed" were not tabulated because they 
are considered very common and should offerr no difficulty to the 
shorthand student. 
Verification of the Prepared Data 
The procedure for verification of the study was as follows: 
1. Blackl·s Law Dictionary was used to verify the existence 
and spelling of the legal terms. 
2. Words which were considered common by Horn and Peterson · 
were rec~ecked against the first 3~000 words of the Basic 
Vocabulary of Business Letters. The words which appeared 
in the first 3,000 words were omitted from the list of the 
common technical terms in this study. 
3. The prefixes and suffixes were rechecked with the American 
1 
College Dictionary. 
4. Latin and French terms and collocations were rechecked in 
Black •·s Law Dictionary to determine if they were legal terms. 
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5. The data concerning the Universities from which participating 
lawyers received law degrees and the number of years of 
1 
Barnhart, .£P.• cit., 1432 pp. 
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active practice for each lawyer were verified in the Martindale-Hubbell 
1 
Directory. 
Analysis of the Data for Instructional Purpose~ 
A series of tables, constructed for the purpose of providing for 
instructional material which could be used in the training of legal 
secretaries, were presented in Chapter IV. 
The legal data were divided into optimum study groups of words 
and collocations depending upon the number of terms involved. These 
groups contain a similar number and percentage of word frequencies. 
The tables were arranged with the thought in mind that teachers may 
wish to devote the.same amount of practice to the small groups of 
common words with high frequencies as on the large groups of terms 
with low frequencies. It is assumed that additional time for practice 
on the high frequency terms will improve the educational preparation 
of legal secretaries and stenographers. 
Validity of the Vocabulary Study 
The validity of this study depends primarily upon rational 
analysis and professional judgment. The objective of the writer was 
to establish as basic legal vocabulary which would conform as closely 
1Martindale-Hubbell, Law Directory, Vol. 11, 92nd Edition, 
Martindale-Hubbell, Inc., Summit, New Jersey, 1960, pp. 1231-1315. 
as possible to the demands of legal dictation and transcription that' 
must be performed on the job. The authoritative source.for such a 
study was obviously legal correspondence. Letters from the corres-
pondence files of 101 lawyers were analyzed and categorized according 
to frequency of occurrence. 
The actual correspondence of lawyers appeared to be the most 
valid source of data for developing instructional materials for the 
training of legal secretaries. 
Several lawyers were consulted throughout the study concerning 
the authencity and validity of the data collected and analyzed in 
this investigation. Of particular assistance were a law professor 
who has written several law textbooks and another attorney who con~ 
ducts law review courses for students preparing for bar examinations. 
The analysis and interpretation of the data is contained in 
Chapter IV. 
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CHAPTER N 
ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF THE DATA 
This chapter presents the analysis and interpretation of the 
data pertaining to the legal vocabulary study. 
The Statistical Analysis of the Legal 
Data Collected 
Table I will acquaint the reader with the average number of 
running words; the average number of technical legal terms dictated 
in each letter, and the per cent of technical legal words in the 
running words dictated by lGl lawyers. It is interesting to note that, 
in proportion, as the number of running words increases, the average 
number of technical terms tend to decrease. The investigator observed 
that lawyers, on the whole, do not dictate lengthy letters, except, 
perhaps, for the purpose of enlighten~ng clients on the matter at 
hand, and when this happens the lawyers seem prone to use layman 
terminology. 
An explanation of Table I follows: 
1. The 3,948 letters sampled, containing 397,036 running words, 
averaged 101 words in each letter. Obviously, one must realize 
that some letters were extremely long, while others were 
remarkably short. 
2. The highest number of running words analyzed from the legal 
specialties were To.rts with 51,032; Real Estate with 49,142, 
and Probate with 47,157. 
3. The 3,948 letters sampled contained 43,929 technical legal 
terms. The highest number of technical legal words were 
analyzed from the areas of Probate with 5,498; Insurance 
with 5,198, and Corporations with 3,770. 
4. The largest number of technical legal words in each letter 
were dictated from Anti~Trust law. The small number of 
running words in this specialty may account for this fact. 
An average of 24.08 technical legal words were dictated. 
5. The highest percentage of technical legal terms in the 
running words was dictated from letters concerning the 
specialty of Anti-Trust with 23.32 per cent, while the 
lowest, 5.27 per cent, was dictated from letters concerning 
MOrtgages. 
6. The average number of technical legal terms dictated in 
each of the 3,948 letters was 12.86. 
7. The percentage of technical legal words in the 397,036 
running words was 12.8 per cent or 43,929 words. 
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TABLE I 
THE LEGAL TEIUIS IN 3, 948 LETTERS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO LEGAL SPECIALTIES AND SHOWING THE AVERAGE 
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF RUNNING .WORDS .AND TECHNICAL LEGAL WORDS IN EACH LETTER 
. 
Legal Specialties Letters Running Technical Average Number Average Number Per Cent of Technical 
Words Legal of Running of Technical Legal Words in 
Terms Words in Each Legal Terms in the Running Words 
Letter Each Letter 
Admiralty 127 13,804 2, 277 109 17.93 16.50 
Anti .. Trust 76 7,845 1,830 103 24.08 23.32 
Arbitration-Award 87 8,474 1,947 97 22.38 22.98 
Bankruptcy 115 11,315 2,619 98 22.77 23.15 
Claims 115 10,101 1,123 88 9.77 11.12 
Contracts 198 19,398 2,708 98 13.77 13.96 
Copyrights-Patents 122 12,742 906 105 7.43 7.11 
Corporations 334 34,762 3, 770 104 11.29 10.85 
Criminal 162 15,650 3,502 97 21.62 22.38 
Domestic Relations 168 17,397 2,673 104 15.91 15.36 
Equity 219 22,613 2,393 103 10.88 10.54 
Inunigration 118 12,149 892 103 7.56 7.34 
Mortgages 59 5, 712 311 97 5.27 5.44 
Insurance 437 44,980 5,198 103 11.89 11.56 
Probate 476 47,156 5,478 99 11.55 11.66 
Real Estate 481 49,142 2,587 102 5.38 5,26 
Taxes 131 12,764 783 97 5.98 6.13 
Torts 483 51,032 2,922 106 6.05 5.73 
Totals and Averages 3,948 397,036 43,929 101 12.86 12.80 
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Derivation of a Common Legal Specialty List 
A list of legal specialties was derived from the Law Chart. 1 
Those specialties which appeared to embrace the common areas of law 
practiced by the majority of lawyers were included. Three lawyers 
reviewed the list and felt~ with the investigator~ that these areas 
would provide adequate material for the purpose of setting up a 
frequency list of recurring legal terminology. 
The legal specialties included in this study are as follows: 
Admiralty, Anti-Trust~ Arl;>itration and Award, :Bankruptcy, Claims, 
Contracts, Copyrights and Patents, Corporations) Criminal, Domestic 
Relations, Equity, Immigration, Insurance, MOrtgages, Probate, Real 
Estate, Taxes, and Torts. 
These specialties may be found in more than one division of the 
Law Chart as indicated in Table II. 
It was mentioned in Chapter III that 25 specialties were originally 
included in the study, but by combining similar specialties, 18 classi-
fications were'used. Table II shows the subdivisions of the legal 
areas combined with the specialties chosen as being generally recog-
nized and accepted as common. 
1 The Law Chart, ££• ~·, 23 pp. 
~ABLE II 
, THE 18 LEGAL SPECIALTIES SELECTED FROM THE 
7 DIVISIONS OF THE LAW CHART 
Division According to the Law Chart 
+J 
{1.) r:: 
Legal Specialties :>. +J {1.) Q) {1.) +J 0 Q) ~ r:: k ccJ {1.) ..-1 
0 Q) k {1.) Q) "0 k {1.) A< +J +J ~ Q) Q) k 0 r:: k ~ > Q) k 0 ~ k g fl.( fl.( 0 0 lll4 
Admiralty X 
Anti-Trust X 
Arbitration and Award X X 
(Labor 
Collective Bargaining) 
Bankruptcy X 
Claims X 
Contracts X 
(Breach of Warranty 
Breach of Contract 
Bailment) 
Copyrights and Patents X X X 
(Trademarks 
. Trade names) 
Corporations X X 
Criminal X 
Domestic Relations X X X 
(Annulment 
Divorce 
Separate Support) 
57 
58 
TABLE II (Concluded) 
Division According to the Law Chart 
~ 
co I Legal Specialties :>. +J lXI co +J ~ <ll s:l ~ co ..... 0 <ll ~ co Q) "0 
co p., +J +J ~ <ll <ll k 0 s:l k ~ > <ll k 0 ~ k g Pol Pol C) 0 ~ 
Equity X X 
Immigration X X 
Insurance X X X 
(Personal Injury 
Property Injury 
Social Security 
Workmen's Compensation) 
. 
Mortgages X X 
(Chattel 
Property) 
Probate X 
(Estates 
Trusts 
Wills) 
Real Estate X X 
(Conveyances 
Eminent Domain 
Landlord and Tenant) 
Taxes X X X 
(Income Tax 
.Property Tax) 
Torts X X X 
(Libel and Slander 
Personal Injury 
Property Injury) 
TABLE III 
THE AREAS OF LEGAL SPECIALIZATION FROM WHICH 
101 LAWYERS DICTATED THE 3, 948 LETTERS 
ANALYZED IN THIS STUDY 
Number of 
Legal Specialties Lawyers 
Contributin 
Torts 36 
Real Estate 35 
Probate 24 
Domestic Relations 18 
Corporations 15 
Insurance . 15 
Contracts 12 
Claims 11 
Criminal 10 
Copyrights and Patents 9 
Equity 9 
Taxes 9 
:Bankruptcy 6 
Arbitration and Award 5 
Admiralty 5 
Immigration 5 
Anti• Trust 3 
Mortgages 3 
The 3,948 letters analyzed in this study were dictated by 101 
lawyers. Table III indicates the number of lawyers who contributed 
correspondence in the 18 specialties selected for this study. Very 
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few lawyers specialize to the point of excluding all cases not directly 
connected with their particular specialty. For example, a lawyer may 
be known as a specialist in matters of Admiralty Law, but his files 
sbQW that pe performs in other specialtie~ as well. A greater number 
of letters were analyzed from the files of the lawyers in those legal 
specialties which are most common in the practice of law. 
T.ABLE IV 
THE NUMBER·OF TECHNICAL LEGAL DATA COLLECTED FROM 3,948 
LETTERS CONTAINING 397, 036 RUNNING WORDS 
Legal Data Number of Technical Legal Data Collected 
Including Repetitions Excluding repetitions 
Words 43,929 1,140 
Collocations 12,967 845 
Latin and French Terms 297 43 
Prefixes 9~543 46 
Suffixes 13,336 57 
The legal technical data in this study are presented in Table IV. 
For the purpose of clarification, the results appear with and without 
repetitions of the tabulated legal data. 
The totals of the legal data collected were as follows: (1) 
43,929 legal technical terms of which 1,140 were different, (2) 
12,967 legal collocations of ~hich 845 were different, (3) 297 Latin 
and French terms of which 43 were different, (4) 9,543 prefixes 
of which 46 were different, and (5) 13,336 suffixes of which 57 were 
different. 
Table IV indicates that lawyers tend to minimize the use of 
Latin and French terms in their ordinary legal correspondence. 
Although only a small number of different prefixes and suffixes were 
found, the frequencies reported are high. 
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A biographical study of the lawyers involved in this investigation 
yielded the information contained in Table V. In a few instances, 
the records were incomplete, and, therefore, omissions were unavoid-
able. Twelve schools of law were represented. Over one-half of 
the lawyers whose files were at the disposal of the writer, received 
their law degrees from Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
The others, with the exception of six, graduated from law schools 
in the Boston area. 
The aggregate years of active legal experience of the lawyers 
are shown in Table V. This information was included in an effort 
to indicate the representativeness of the legal data reported. 
TABLEV 
UNIVERSITIES ATTENDED AND AGGREGATE NUMBER OF YEARS OF ACTIVE 
LEG~ E~ERIENCE OF LAwYERS PARTICIPATING 
IN.THIS-INVESTIGATION 
------
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Aggregate Years 
School of Law 
£arvard University 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 
Boston University 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Boston College 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Northeastern University 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Suffolk University 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Portia School of Law 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Fo.rdham University 
New York, New York 
Catholic University 
Washington, D. C. 
Georgetown University 
Washington, D. C. 
George Washington University 
Washington, D. c. 
Northwestern University 
Evanston, Illinois 
New Brunswick University 
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia 
Total 
Number of of Legal 
Lawyers Experience 
:n 1,120 
18 367 
9 101 
7 150 
6 139 
1 31 
1 4 
1 21 
1 21 
1 39 
1 38 
1 30 
98 2,061 
Analysis and Interpretation of the Data Pertinent 
to the Legal Vocabulary Study 
In an effort to identify significantly common legal data, the 
writer arbitrarily selected legal terms, collocations, Latin and 
French terms, prefixes and suffixes with a frequency of five or 
more. The legal data were dictated by 101 lawyers in 3,948 
letters. 
The technical legal data listings are reported in the following 
order: 
1. The Common Legal Terms which were Included in the First 
3,000 Words of the Horn-Peterson Study 
2. The Most Common Technical Legal Terms Dictated in 3,948 
Letters 
3. The MOst Common Technical Legal Terms Dictated in the 
Specialized Areas of Law 
4. The MOst Common Technical Legal Collocations Dictated in 
3,948 Letters 
5. The MOst Common Legal Latin and French Terms Dictated in 
3,948 Letters 
6. The MOst Common Prefixes and Suffixes Incorporated in the 
Legal Terms in the Study 
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THE 218 COMMON TERMS IN THE 3,948 LETTERS ANALYZED 
WHICH WERE iNCLUDED IN THE FIRST 3,000 
WORDS OF THE BORN .. PETERSON STUDY 
Table VI lists the 218 common legal terms that have been omitted 
from the count. l These terms are included in Black1 s Law Dictionary 
and in Horn and 
- 2 
Peterson_ts Basic Vocabulary of Business Letters. 
The concensus is that the words included in the first 3,000 words of 
the Born-Peterson study should offer no difficulty for the shorthand 
student or for the stenographer. 
The writer determined the frequency of all legal terms toindicate 
the relative importance o~ the words although they appear in the first 
3,000 words of the Horn .. Peterson list. 
The legal stenographer should become familiar with these terms 
without special instruction inasmuch as the high frequency of occur-
renee implies their recurrence in business correspondence. 
In all probability, the student would have an opportunity to 
learn these 218 common terms in the regular shorthand class which 
would normally precede the course offered for the training of the 
legal stenographer. 
1Black, ~·cit., 1882 pp. 
2Horn·and Peterson,~· cit., 236 pp. 
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TABLE VI 
- -
THE 218 COMMON- LEGAL TERMS IN THE 3, 948 LETTERS ANAL'YZED 
"WHICH WERE I:NCLUDE:O I:N TBE FIRST 3, 000 
WORDS OF THE RQRN ... P~TERSON f)TUDY 
Legal Terms Fre .. Fre• quency Legal Terms quency 
abstract 91 attorney 423 
abstracts 15 attorneys 96 
acceptable 13 auditor 16 
accident 272 authorize 23 
action 147 
account 52 bankruptcy 74 
accounting 40 beneficial 21 
accrued 14 benefit 15 
adjust 24 benefits 14 
adjusted 43 bill 34 
adjustment 81 binding 18 
affidavit 409 bond 90 
agency 62' bonds 21 
agent 97 bonus 23 
agents 14 brief 141 
agree 24 
agrees 18 certificate 53 
agreed 12 certify 14 
agreement 425 certificates 16 
allow 13 claim 566 
allowed 38 claimed 26 
allowance 171 clause 39 
argument 8 clerk 25 
answer 43 collateral 76 
appeal 147 collect 11 
appear 27 collected 8 
appearance 49 collecting 12 
appointment '25 collection 21 
approval 9 competition 26 
argument 10 complaint 262 
ascertain 62 complaints 81 
assigned 38 consent 49 
assignment 108 consideration 23 
assignments 40 consigned 17 
assured 21 contract 502 
attach 35 contracts 97 
attaching 16 corporation 272 
TABLE VI, THE 218 COMMON LEGAL TERMS INCLUDED IN THE FIRST 
3~000 WORDS OF THE HORN P~TERSON STUDY (Continued) 
Fre ... Legal Terms quency Legal Terms 
count 17 finding 
court 516 fine 
creditors 73 force 
damage 175 
damaged 17 guarantee 
death 41 guaranteed 
debtor 84 
deduc;tion 26 hearing 
deductions 34 
deed 294 income 
defeat 30 incorporated 
defect 33 instrument 
defective 51 instruments 
defense 21 insure 
dependence 21 insured 
deposit 16 interest 
director 14 investigate 
directors 95 investigated 
discount 21 investigation 
dividend 56 inventory 
document 67 investment 
issue 
employ 14 issued 
employee 327 
employees 46 joint 
employment 20 ju;dgment 
endorsed 18 
endorsement 58 labor 
endorsements 15 law 
estate 224 leased 
evidence 413 legal 
execute 111 liability 
executive 10 liable 
executed 212 liberty 
exemption 18 loan 
exhibit 45 
express 17: maturity 
federal 40 memorandum 
fee 22 minutes 
fees 17 mortg~ge 
filed 12 motion 
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Fre ... 
quency 
12 
23 
93 
97 
23 
416 
16 
18 
65 
21 
32 
36 
43 
12 
8 
184 
69 
20 
11 
12 
8 
194 
26 
26 
23 
149 
143 
16 
13 
10 
17 
10 
54 
311 
14 
'TABLE VI, THE 218 COMMON LEGAL TERMS INCLUDED IN THE FIRST 
3,000 WORDS OF THE HORN-PETERSON STUDY (Concluded) 
li-re- Fre-Legal Terms quency Legal Terms quency 
national 14 remittance 16 
negotiations 56 rent 24 
notice 60 rental 36 
notified 41 representative 21 
objections 14 residence 17 
obligation 42 revenue 14 
offer 24 reverse 25 
opinion 57 schedule 12 
owners 15 security 49 
ownership 9 settle 27 
settlement 247 
parcel 25 share 18 
pardon 18 specifications 17 
patent 32 specified 15 
pending 276 specify 21 
personal 16 statement· 18 
policy 255 statements 12 
principal 22 status 99 
proceed 21 stock 74 
proceeds 27 stockholders 14 
proceedings 149 stocks 24 
process 34 suit 15 
property 72 suits 24 
proof 17 survey 22 
protect 8 
protest 41 tax 64 
prQvision 18 taxes 69 
receiver 27 title 141 
register 14 transferring 112 
record 18 transfer 60 
recorded 21 trial 172 
records 31 trust 126 
release 130 trustee 427 
relieve 87 
remedy 47 warrant 
.. 27 
Tim 971 MOST COMMON TECHNICAL LEGAL TERMS DICTATED 
BY 101 LA~RS IN 3,948 LETTERS 
Table VII contains the 971 most common technical legal terms 
dictated by 101 lawyers in 3,948 letters. These words are listed 
in rank order according to frequency. 
This general legal vocabulary list represents the terms con-
sidered significantly common, and, for instructional purposes, 
represents the most important list in the study. 
The frequencies range from 755 to 5 occurrences. The repetitions 
total 43,583 words, while words with a frequency of 4 or less total 
347 of which 169 are different. 
A total of 43,929 legal terms resulted from the analysis of 
3,948 letters containing 397,036 running words. 
The legal terms are listed in alphabetical order and are shown 
with their total frequencies in Appendix A. 
TABLE VII 
THE 971 MOST COMMON TECFINICAL LEGAL TERMS DICTATED 
BY 101 LAWYERS IN 3,948 LETTERS 
Rank Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms Fre-
quency quency 
1 defendant 755 5 docket 373 
2 plaintiff 669 6 deposition 361 
3 petition 465 7 client 348 
4 interrogatories 386 8 litigation 334 
68 
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TABLE VII, MOST COMMON TECHNICAL LEGAL TERMS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Term Fre-' Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency quen~ 
respondent 334 32 breach 175 
10 testimony 313 33 decedent 168 
jury 168 
11 counsel 294 
35 injuries 166 
12 documents 289 libel 166 
13 default -287 37 amendment 165. 
appellant 165 
14 jurisdiction 275 
39 injury 162 
15 statute 258 
40 assent 161 
* 16 petitioner 252 
writ 252 41 creditor 160 
verdict 160 
18 witness 245 
43 beneficiary 158 
19 compensation 241 
44 corporate 156 
20 summons 232 
45 contractor 154 
21 statutory 230 
46 defaulted 153 
22 premises 229 
47 e:xecuti0n 152 
23 equity 224 
48 minor 149 
24 depositions 219 
49 chattels 147 
25 claimant 217 liquidation 147 
26 alleged 215 51 stockholder 145 
27 defendants 200 52 equitable 144 
28 administrator 189 53 libelant 143 
pleading 143 
29 deceased 187 
55 decision 142 
30 damages 183 judicial 142 
31 pleadings 179 57 citation 139 
* . The same rank applies to all words in each group. 
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TABLE VII, MOST COMMON TECHNICAL LEGAL TERMS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency quenc_y 
58 plaintiff's 138 tort 108 
violation_ 138 
87 stockho1dings 107 60 indictment 135 
88 arbitration 106 61 dismissal 134 beneficiaries 106 
62 allegation 131' 90 carrier 104 
negligence 131 decree 104. 
respondents 131 prosecute 104 
trustees 131 
93 agreements 103 66 assets 128 criminal 103 
custody 103 67 injunction 127 foreclosure 103 
68 divorce 126 97 covenant 102 
69 continuance 124 98 administratrix 101 
appellate 101 
70 witnesses 121 bequest 101 
dividends 101 
71 guilty 119 
102 estoppel 100 72 clients il7 
escrow 117 103 declaration 99 
testify 117 
104 conveyance 98 75 tenant 116 
105 lessee 97 76 adjudicated 115 
106 liquidate 95 
77 appraisal 114 
107 disabled 94 78 assented 112 insolvency 94 
collision 112 liens 94 
negligent 112 
subpoena 112 110 defendant's 93 
. 
82 fiduciary 109 111 assessed 92 
attachment 92 
83 arbitrators 108 dependency 92 
bankrupt 108 
executor 108 114 subsidiary 91 
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TABLE VII, MOST COMMON TECHNICAL LEGAL TERMS {Continued) 
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency quency 
waiver 91 146 disbursements 75 
immigration 75 
116 guardian 90 lessor 75 
notary. 75 
117 lien 8'9 surety 75 
probate 89 
testified 89 151 conviction 74 
disso:j..ved 74 
120 bequeath 87 option 74. 
notification 87 
plaintiffs 87 154 contempt 73 
123 disability 86. 155 assessment 72 
illegal 86 notarized 72 
reimbursement 72 
125 assignee 85 
conveyed 85 158 alleging 71 
libelee 85 guardianship 71 
propounded 85 mortgagee 71 
waived 85 mortgages 71 
130 authorization 84 162 assault 70 
claimants 84 
163 bailee 69 
132 valid 83 contractual ·69 
employer 69 
133 legally 82 perjury 69 
termination 69 
134 allegations 81 
168 tenants 68 
135 arrested 80 
defense 80. 169 alimony 67 
domicile 80 charter 67 
covenants 67 
138 arbitrator 79 heir 67 
demurrer 79 issuance 67 
dismissed 79 
174 accidents 66 
141 grantor 78 demise 66 
dissolve 66 
142 award 77 insolvent 66 
fraud .]7 landlord 66 
negotiation 77 negligently 66 
145 amended 76 180 alleges 65 
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TABLE VII, MOST COMMON TECHNICAL LEGAL TERMS (Continued) 
--
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency quency 
inheritance 65 donor 57 
visa 65 indebtedness 57 
wills 65 penal 57 
-.. spouse 57 
184 abatement 64 
... 
appraiser 64 221 consignee 56 
imprisonment 64 defending 56 
rescind 64 mandatory 56 
shares 64 prison. 56 
189 amendments 63 225 devisee 55 
commitment 63 executors 55 
dependent 63 foreclose 55 
heirs 63 sheriff 55 
193 abusive 62 229 defend 54 
adjudication 62 misconduct 54 
affidavits 62 petitions 54 
amortize 62 discontinuance 54 
courtroom 62 
prosecution 62 233 discharge 53 
retainer 62 dispute 53 
stipulation 62 prisoner 53 
witnessed 62 
236 crime 52 
202 assignor 61 estates 52 
easement 61 liquidated 52 
petitioned 61 pre-trial 52 
205 dissolution 60 240 commission 51 
conciliation 51 
206 bailment 59 inmate 51 
courts 59 master 51 
parole 59 narcotics 51 
ratification 59 vote 51 
210 convey 58 246 alien 50 
broker 58 consignment 50 
grantee 58 counterclaim 50 
leasehold 50 
213 admiralty 57 penalty 50 
arbitrations 57 suicide 50 
contest 57 withholding 50 
documentary 57 
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TABLE VII, MOST COMMON TECHNICAL LEGAL TERMS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency quency 
253 assenting 49 clemency 44 
by-laws 
~ 
49 copyright 44 
devise 49 disabilities 44 
findings • 49 indicted 44 
fraudulent 49 injured 44 
larceny 49 killed 44 
probated 49 vendor 44 
260 adjourned 48 298 arbitrate 43 
codicil 48 contested 43 
laches 48. cruelty 43 
libelant's 48 grievances 43 
misrepre~entation~ 48 infant 43 
provisions 48 statutes 4~ 
securities 48 
304 assessors 42 
267 amend 47 assaulted 42 
citizenship 47 breached 42 
counter-offer 47 capital 42 
draft 47 counter-offers 42 
illegally 47 drunkenness 42 
indictments 47 registry 42 
intestate 47 
legacies 47 311 abeyance 41 
bargaining 41 
274 adjudicate 46 charged.' 41 
appellee 46 conditional 41 
bequeaths 46 considerations 41 
hearings 46 consolidation 41 
maintenance 46 marital 41 
maritime 46 merchantable 41 
probation 46 remedied 41 
sentence 46 revocation 41 
summonses 46 su:rVivor 41 
283 contracted 45 322 annulment 40 
decedents 45 endorse 40 
desertion 45. insanity 40 
decisions 45 judiciary 40 
interrogatory 45 motions 40 
litigate . 45 offense 40 
robbery 45 overruled 40 
ratified 40 
290 assignments 44 voting 40 
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TABLE VII, MOST COMMON TECHNICAL LEGAL TERMS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency quency 
waive 40 co-respondent 35 
divorced 35 
332 adjuster 39 encumbrance 35 
admini.strators 39 exemptions 35 
allege 39 referee 35 
consulate 39 vested 35 
demurred 39 
libilities' 39 376 bankrupts 34 
perpe:tuities 39 qonnnit 34 
uncontested 39 connnitted 
.34 
vendee 39 conservator 34 
debtors 34 
341 actions 38 deponents 34 
administration 38 goodwill 34 
conspiracy 38 indenture 34 
legatee· 38 pardoned 34 
oath 38 parcels 34 
shareholders 38 quitclaim 34 
347 adjustments 37 387 acquitted 33 
appeals 37 allocation 33 
bailor 37 breaches 33 
convicted 37 deductible 33 
investigator 37 felonious 33 
liquidating . 37 lessees 33 
marriage 37 pledge 33 
obligee 37 seal 33 
testator 37 stolen 33 
validity 37 subsidiaries 33 
357 affixed 36 
debenture 36 397 administrative 32 
deductions 36 allegedly 32 
impediment 36 complainant 32 
infringement 36 denied 32 
intestacy 36 guardians 32 
libellee•s 36 guards 32 
notarial_ 36. kin 32 
policies 36 residuary 32 
proxy 36 testators 32 
ward 36 theft 32 
warden 36 trademark 32 
zoning 32 
369 bankrupt•s 35 
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TABLE VII, MOST COMMON TECHNICAL LEGAL TERMS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency quency 
409 amending 31 donee 28 
assessor 31 encumbrances 28. 
falsely 31 grounds 28 
grantors 31 incorporation 2.8 
investigations 31 reorganization 28 
involuntary 31 revocable 28 justice 31 
libels 31 456 adjusters 2.7 
matrimonial 31 alteration 27. 
mortgaged 31 auditing 27 
nominee 31 disallowed 27 
representations 31 exhibits 27 
taJtation 31 interlocutory 27 
tenancy 31 jointly 27 
jurors 27 
42.3 adjourn 30 legitimate 27 
adultery 30 passport 2.7 
affix 30 support 2.7 
binder 30 
defects 30 467 appraised 26 
incorporators 30 asset 2.6 
indemnity 30 consolidated 26 
license 30 copyrighted 26 
prayer 30 creditors' 2.6 
denies 
-
26 
432 bargain 29 harmless 26 
delinquency 29 inherited 26 
documentation 29 lenders 2.6 
dower 29 mortgagor 26 
e*ecutrix 29 non-suit 26 jurisdictional 29 sentenced 26 
merger 2.9 sublease 26 
murder 29 subsidy 26 
non-.support 29 writs 26 
parties 29 
partners 29 482 annulled 25 
smuggling 29 bail 25 
cargo 25 
444 adjudged 28 deeds 25 
Anti-Trust 28 insurers 25 
assign 28 prosecuted 25 
contingency 28 registration c25 
corporations 28 servant 25 
defendants• 28 surveyor 25 
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TABLE VII, MOST COMMON TECHNICAL LEGAL TERMS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
_ctuency quency 
taxab-le· 25 detention 22 
discharged 22 
492 accessory 24 exempt 22 
auction 24 grantor's 22 
decrees 24 incorporator 22 
deeded 24 legatees 22 
docketed 24 mortgagors 22 
guaranty 24 proxies 22 
illicit 24 receiver's 22. 
investigators 24 sustained 22 
lawful 24 union 22 
legacy 24 
negotiated 24 543 apportionment 21 
null 24 ascertaining 21 
ratifying 24 claimant's 21 
releases 24 contesting 21 
security 24 conveys 21 
succession 24 crimes 21 
unilaterally 24 deputy 21 
disclaim 21 
509 codicils 23 enforce 21 
competitor 23 excise 21 
confession 23 intervener 21 
controversies 23 monopoly 21 
decease 23 narcotic 21 
defaults 23 obligated 21 
disbursement 23 picketing 21 
domiciliary 23 refund 21 
eviction 23 representation 21 
gift 23 surviving 21 
immigrant 23 
land 23 561 abrogation 20 
mental 23 apportioned 20 
mortgaging 23 attested 20 
naturalization 23 opponent 20 
plea 23 priorities 20 
pre-deceased 23 subcontract 20 
presumption 23 slander 20 
reconciliation 23 surtax 20 
stipulated 23 verdicts 20 
thievery 23 
torts 23 570 co1IUJ1Utation 19 
consummated 19 
531 conveying 22 debentures 19 
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TABLE VII, MOST COMMON TECHNICAL LEGAL TERMS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency 
_quenq 
directors• 19 g1:antees 17 
dishonoreg 19 illigitimate 17 
easements 19 intimacy 17 
indemnification 19 leasing 17 
investor 19' limitation 17 
penalties 19 monopolies 17 
pe ti tic;mer s 19 mortgagees 17 
quorum 19 nullify 17 
recovery 19 patented 17 
surveyed 19 premise 17 
tenant's 19 rescinded 17 
-
-
resolution 17 
584 appellees 18 seisin 17 
assents 18 solvency 17 
attachable 18 sponsors 17 
attest 18 survival 17 
deferred' 18 terminated 17 
denial 18 withhold 17 
desert 18 
grievance 18. 633 administrator•s 16 
identification 18 annuity 
-
16 
litigated 18 appurtenant 16 
litigants 18 audit 19 
misdemeanor 18 bequests 16 
patents 18 citations 16 
per juror 18 disallowance 16 
placards 18 drawee 16 
seized 18 guaranteeing 16 
subcontractor 18 holdings 16 
subrogation 18 immigrating 16 
surveyors 18 incompetency 16 
testament 18 lawfully 16 
thief 18 manslaughter 16 
unilateral 18 petitioning 16 
unlawfully 18 proceeding 16 
.. warranties 18 recoupment 16 
reimburse 16 
608 aliens 17 survivors 16 
appellant': s 17 testamentary 16 
bigamy 
-
17 transaction 16 
briefs 17 unascertainable 16 
carriers 17 visas 16 
conversion 17 warranty 16 
deportation 17 
78 
TABLE VII, MOST COMMON TECHNICAL LEGAL TERMS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency ~uen~ 
657 arguments 15 rebutting 14 
arrears 15 reclaim 14 benevolences 15 recoup 14 
citizens 15 replevin 14 
client's 15 rescission 14 
confinement 15 revoked 14 
coverture 15 rezoned 14 demurrers 15 robbers 14 descends 15 sellers 14• diversification 15 slanderous 14 
exceptions 15 sole 14 lawsuit 15 stole 14 
misrepresentation 15 submission 14 
offeree 15 taxed 14 polygamous 15 undersigned 14 priority 15 usury 14 
rebutted 15 waives 14 
remarried 15 
testatrix 15 717 alienate 13 
unissued 15 appraise 13 
void 15 ascertained 13 
zone 15 assignees 13 
clauses 13 679 adjacent 14 competitor's 13 
administered 14 confessions 13 
administering 14 contractors 13 
assured 1 s 14 depose 13 
attorney1 s 14 deficiency 13 bilateral 14 discrimination 13 
compulsory 14 dismissing 13 
cruel 14 executor's 13 demurrage 14 false 13 discharging 14 incest 13 homicide 14 infringe 13 invalid 14 interplead 13 invitee 14 leases 13 killing 14 location 13 
married 14 optionee 13 
monopolize 14 pendency 13 
nullity 14 plat 13 perjured 14 remuneration 13 prisoner's 14 suicidal 13 
ratify 14 summoned 13 
rebate 14 sworn 13 
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TABLE VII, MOST COMMON TECHNICAL LEGAL TERMS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency quency 
transact 13 importation 11 
indicting 11 
744 applicant 12 lands 11 
appoint 12 lessor's 11 
arrest 12 mentally 11 
assigns 12 minors 11 
awarded 12 notarization 11 
consul 12 outlawed 11 
contestable 12 petitioner's 11 
defended 12 procedure 
-
11 
deficiencies 12 relief 11 
deponent 12 remedies 11 
dormant 12 :restitution 11 
employee's 12 revert 11 
enacted 
-
12 sheriff's 11 
murdered 12 suspended 11 
non-maritime . 12 tender 11 
offenses 12 testifying· 11 
pleas 12 tort-feasor 11 
praying 12 
pioviso 12 804 abutting 10 
rape 12 alien's 10 
re-entry 12 contingent 10 
released 12 enforcement 10 
respondent'. s 12 immigrants ·10 
restriction 12 indebted 10 
revoking 12 interpleaded 10 
stripping 12 interpleader 10 
sureties 12 libelous 10 
vacant 12 licensees 10 
vacate 12 non-suited 10 
notation 10 
773 accommodation 11 notices 10 
app.ealer 11 partnership 10 
assessments 11 plaintiffs' 10 
attestation 11 pre-examination 10 
charge 11 redeemable 10 
complained 11 reversion 10 
comptroller 11 sel~er•s 10 
confiscation 11 stipulations 10 
defaulting 11 supplemental 10 
devises 11 suspension 10 
enforceable 11 
equitable 11 826 actuary 9 
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TABLE VII, MOST COMMON TECtlNICAL LEGAL !I:ERMS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency quenc_y 
arbitrary 9 subpoenas 8 
assignable 9 suing 8 
burglary 9 transferor 8 
contributory 9 trespass 8 
counterclaims 9 unlawful 8 
debtor's 9 voluntary 8 
demur _ 9 withholdings 8 
discretionary 9 
donor's 9 877 ascertainment 7 
exemption 9 conveyancer 7 
forfeited 9 decreed 7 
guilt 9 dependents 7 
inference 9 discretion 7 
invalidate 9 domiciled 7 
invalidated 9 foreclosed 7 
legality 9 jail 7 
majority 9 non-immigrants 7 
nationality 9 recompense 7 
overruling 9 reconveyance 7 
quash 9 reimbursed 7 
rebuttal 9 repossessed 7 
servient 9 sue 7 
settled 9" tendered 7 
titles 9 trustee's 7 
tribunal 9 unincorporated 7 
violations 9 
waiving 9 894 abate 6 
abatements 6 
854 advocate 8 alienation 6 
assignors 8 alterations 6 
brokers 8 competent 6 
defenses 8 conveyances 6 
dissolving 8 corporation's 6 juror 8 coup.ter-designatio 6 
lawyer 8 demised 6 
licenses 8 deponents' 6 
marketable 8 disclaimer 6 
memorandum 8 hypothecate 6 
naturalize 8 imprisoned 6 t 
negotiate 8 intestates 6 
obligees 8 levy 6 
probationary 8 limitations 6 
receivables 8 options 6 
reclamation 8 predicated 6 
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TABLE VII, MOST COMMON TECHNICAL LEGAL TERMS (Concluded) 
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency; quency 
receivership 6 interpleading 5 
redraft 6 itinerary . 5 
security 6 judicially 5 
terminate 6 juvenile 5 
transmitted 6 legislative 5 
violated 6 libelants 5 
violates 6 mandate 5 
waivers 6 merge 5 
warrantee 6 nominal 5 
non-deductible 5 
920 abated 5 non-inmigrant 5 
allocate 5 objections 5 
annotations 5 obligor 5 
appurtenance 5 ordinance 5 
beneficiary'-s 5 panel 5 
compensated_ 5 passports 5 
conspired 5 privity 5 
covenance 5 rebates 5 
declarations 5 reconveyed 5 
deposes 5 redeem 5 
declare 5 registered 5 
intirety 5 .rehearing 5 
estopped 5 releasing 5 
excludability 5 residue 5 
fabricator 5 stealth 5 
factor 5 stockholders' 5 
feasor 5 subrogate 
-
5 
fraudulently 5 taxpayers 5 
guarantees 5 transferable 5 
incapacity 5 widow 5 
injunctions 5 
The Most Commonly Dictated Technical Legal Terms 
in the Specialized Areas of Law 
The 18 following tables present the most common legal terms 
dictated by 101 lawyers in 18 specialized areas of laW. Since very 
few terms are utilized in only one area of law, the word lists will 
inevitably contain a number of repetitions of specialized and general 
legal words. It was the aim of this investigator to report all legal 
terms encountered in lawyers' dictation. 
Admiralty 
Table VIII lists in rank order according to frequency the 110 
82 
most common Admiralty terms which were dictated by 5 different lawyers 
in 127 letters contained in 13,804 running words. 
The total number of technical legal terms collected from these 
letters totalled 2,277 of which 119 were different. 
The 110 terms reported in Table VIII had a frequency of 49 to 5 
and the list included 2,253 repetitions. Terms with frequencies 
ranging from 4 and less totalled 24 of which 9 were different. 
Rank 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
9 
11 
12 
13 
16 
20 
23 
TABLE VIII 
THE 110 MOST COMMON ADMIRALTY TERMS D:):CTATED BY 5 LAWYERS 
IN 127 LETTERS. CONTAINING 13, 804 RUNNING WORDS 
AND 2,277 TECHNICAL TERMS 
Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term 
quency 
deceased 49 24 stipulation 
decedent 45 25 witness 
jurisdiction 44 26 administrator 
amendment 
plaintiff 43 award 
interlocutory 
testimony 42 petition 
defendant 40 31 appellee 
admiralty 38 
cargo 
carrier 
libelant 38 disability 
disabled 
appellant 36 estoppel 
documents 36 maintenance 
libel 35 38 alleged 
plaintiffs 
maritime 34 pleadings 
tort 
counsel 33 
deposition 33 42 client 
negligence 33 decision 
laches 
dependency 32 legally 
dependent 32 litigation 
employer 32 
interrogato~ies 32 47 master 
motions 
collisio~ 30 negligent 
injury 30 statutory 
testified 30 subsidiary 
damages 29 52 ab:eyance 
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Fre-
quency 
28 
27 
26 
26 
26 
26 
26 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
24 
24 
24 
24 
23 
23 
23 
23 
23 
22 
22 
22 
22 
22 
21 
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TABLE VIII, THE MOST COMMON ADMIRALTY TERMS (Concluded) 
Rank Legal Term ' Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency quency 
allegation 21 plaintiff's 12 
allege 21 respondent's 12 
stipulated_ 12 
55 alleging 20 stripping 12 
ascertaining 20 
claimant 20 87 verdict 11 
consignee 20 
88 adjudicated 10 
59 courts 18 administratrix 10 
defending 18 waive 10 
disbursements 18 
injunction 18 91 alleges 9 
amending 9 
63 injured 17 appraiser 9 
injuries 17 
propounded 17 94 assignee 8 
respondent 17 assignors 8 
sunnnons 17 binder 8 
waived 17 breach 8 
charter 8 
69 alloca~ion 16 clients 8 
amended 16 
appellan t• s 16 100 compensation 7 
assented 
-
16 continuance 7 
defense 16 decree 7 
decrees 7 
74 demurrage 14 
dismissal 14 104 docketed 6 
escrow . 14 
.documentary 6 
exceptions 14 domicile 6 
78 investigators 13 107 itinerary 5 judicial 13 lawful 5 
mandatory 13 libelants 5 
objections 5 
81 negligently 12 
non-maritime 12 
Anti-Trust 
Table IX lists in rank order according to frequency the 95 most 
common Anti-Trust terms which were dictated by 3 lawyers in 76 letters 
containing 7,845 running words. 
The total number of technical legal terms collected from these 
letters totalled 1~830 of which 108 were different. 
The 95 terms reported in Table IX had a frequency of 51 to 5 
and the list included 1>802 repetitions. Terms with frequencies 
_,-... 
ranging from 4 to 1 totalled 28 of which 13 were different. 
Rank 
1 
2 
3 
5 
7 
8 
9 
10 
TABLE IX 
Tim 95 MOST COMMON ANTI-TRUST TERMS DICTATED BY 3 LAWYERS 
IN 7 6 LETTERS CONTAINING 7, 845 RUNNING WORDS 
AND 1,830 TECHNICAL WORDS 
Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms 
quency 
counsel 51 11 documentary 
indictment 46 12 pleading 
interrogatories 42 13 contractor 
deposition 42 
14 doc~mentation 
pleadings 41 e breach 
documents 41 
16 litigation 
plaintiff 38 summons 
·-
defendant 37 18 fraud 
jurisdiction 
conviction 36 
20 appellant 
demise '34 jury 
Fre-
quency 
33 
32 
31 
29 
29 
28 
28 
25 
25 
24 
24 
85 
86 
TABLE IX, TEIE MOST COMMON ANTI-TRUST TERMS (Concluded) 
Q 
Rank Legal Term Fre~ Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency quency 
22 bankrupts 23 deceased 14 
tes..tify 23 monopolize 14 
24 counter-offer 22 60 alleged 13 
exempt 22 criminal 13 
-
stockhoader 22 defense 13 
discharged 13 
27 adjudicate 21 dismissed 13 
allegation 21 injunction 13 
anti-trust 21 prosecution 13 
consolidated 21 statutory 13 
deductible 21 
.equitable 21 68 adjudicated 12 
indicted 21 affidavits 12 
injuries 21 amendment 12 
liquidating 21 confinement 12 
monopoly 21 enacted 12 
inmate 12 
37 prosecuted 20 liquidation 12 
testimony 20 offense 12 
pendency 12 
39 appellate 19 verdict 12 
depositions 19 
78 allegations 11 
41 litigated 18 assignments 11 
OJ?tion 18 indicting 11 
prayer 18 terminated 11 
propounded 18 
surety 18 82 indictments 10 
lawsuit 10 
46 conspiracy :p legally 10 
delinquency 17 supplemental 10 
monopolies 17 
referee 17 . 86 appraiser 9 
witness 17 decision 9 
violations 9 
51 assent 16 
plaintiffs 16 89 stimulation 8 
53 commission 15 90 appraised 7 
defendants 15 justice 7 
illegal 15 
92 ascertainment 6 
56 appraisal 14 jail 6 
compulsory 14 94 legislative 5 
mandate 5 
Arbitration and Award 
Table X lists in rank order according to frequency the 91 most 
common terms which were dictated by 5 lawyers in 87 letters containing 
8~474 running words. 
The total number of technical legal terms collected from these 
l:etters totalled 1,947 of which 108 were different. 
The 91 terms reported in Tao~~ 7X had a frequency of 77 to 5 and 
the list included 1900 repetitions. TerJilS~·with frequencies ranging 
from 4 or less totalled 47 of which 17 were different. 
TABLE X 
THE 91 MOST COMMON ARBITRATION AND AWARD TERMS DICTATED BY 5 LAWYERS 
IN 87 LETTERS CONTAINING 8,474 RUNNING WORDS 
. AND l, 947 TEQHNICAL TERMS 
Rank Legal Terms Fre• Rank Legal Terms Fre-
quency quency 
1 arbitration 77 12 contractual 35 
2 arbitrators 69 13 goodwill 34 
3 arbitrator 63 14 breaches 33 judicial 33 4 compensation 57 
16 negotiation 32 
5 conciliatiQn 51 
17 adjourn 30 
6 award 44 
defendant 44 18 bargain 29 
dissolve 29 
8 grievances 43 
20 client 28 
9 bargaining 41 interrogatories 28 
dispute 41 plaintiff 28 
statute 28 
10 execution 40 24 subsidy 26 
87 
Rank 
25 
26 
29 
32 
33 
35 
36 
39 
47 
50 
52 
54 
TABLE X, 'mE MOST COMMON ARBITRATION .AND AWARD TERMS 
(Concluded) 
Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term 
quency 
penalty 25 submission 
waive 
alleged 24 
injunction 24 59 alleges 
nego·tiated 24 amendEfd 
damage} a 
controversies 23 decision 
premises 23 discharge 
provisions 23 jurisdiction 
limitation 
union 22 
66 liquidation 
" 
enforce 21 retainer 
picketing 21 writ 
.. 
abrogation 20 69 license 
stipulated 
litigation 19 
pleadings 19 71 enforcement 
respondent 19 
72,· equitable 
administrative 18 inference 
adjudicated 18 misdeme.anor 
dissolution 18 waiver 
grievance 18 witnesses 
partners 18 
placards 18 77 advocate 
statutory 18 issuance 
unilateral 18 licenses. 
parties 
arbitrate 17 partnership 
covenants 17 probationary 
ratified 17 stipulation 
documents 16 84 counsel 
notification 16 
85 breach 
arguments 15 
summons 15 86 annotations 
panel 
agreements 14 rescinded 
hearings 14 suspension 
ratify 14 unlawfully 
witness 
88 
Fre~ 
~uency 
14 
14 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
12 
12 
12 
11 
11 
10 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
7 
6 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
Bankruptcy 
Table XI lists in rank order according to frequency the 138 
most common Bankruptcy terms which were dictated by 6 lawyers in 
115 letters containing 11)315 running words. 
The total number of technical legal terms collected from these 
letters totalled 2,619 df which 166 were different 
The 138 terms ~e~rted in Table XI had a frequency of 67 to 5 
and the list inqluded 2,560 repetitions. Terms with frequencies 
ranging from 4 to 1 totalled 59 of which 28 were different. 
Rank 
1 
2 
3 
4 
.s 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
TABLE XI 
THE 138 MOST COMMON BANKRUPTCY TERMS DICTATED BY 5 LAWYERS IN 
115 LETTERS CONTAINING 11,315 RUNNING 
WORDS AND 2,619 TECHNICAL TERMS 
Legal Terms •. Fre-· Rank Legal Terms Fre-
quency quenc 
bankrupt 67 11 chattels 39 
creditor 65 12 insolvency 38 
plaintiff 64 13 beneficiaries 36 
depositions 62 14 claimants 35 
defendant 57 15 bankrupt's 34 
assignee 46 16 appraisal 33 
liquidate 33 
insolvent ., 45 
18 claimant 32 
assets 43 
19 assignor 31 
corporate 42 deponents 31 
involuntary 31 
petition 41 litigation 31 
89 
y 
--------------
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TABLE XI~ THE MOST COMMON BANKRUPTCY TERMS (Continued) 
.. 
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency quency 
23 revocable 28 57 as.sented 17 
solvency 17 
24 interrogatories 27 
petitioner 27 59 auction 16 
drawee 16 
26 creditors' 26 estoppel 16 
equity .. 26 liquidated 16 
indebtedness 26 lawful 16 
29 adjudicate 25 64 escrow 15 
authorization 25 fraud 15 
writ 15 
31 beneficiary 24 
jurisdiction 24 67 adjudged 14 
ratification 24 adjudicated 14 
summons 24 agreements 14 
testimony 24 client 14 
contempt 14 
36 alleged 23 defense 14 
docket 23 investigator 14 
liquidation 28.:. ratified 14 
statute .Z3 reclaim . 14 
replevin 14 
40 amendment 22 
consignment 22 77 alleging 13 
default 22 assenting 13 
domicile 22 interplead 13 
receiver's 22 liens 13 
-
plaintiff's 13 
45 attachment 21 premises 
-
13 
continuance 21 witness 13 
fiduciary 21 
lien 21 84 allegation 12 
mc>rtgages 21 appraiser 12 
assent· 12 
50 priorities 20 counsel 12 
damages 12 
51 rescind 19 defects 12 
landlord 12 
52 affixed 18 minor 12 
attachable 18 sheriff 12 
contest 18 summon·ses 12 
referee 18 surety 12 
statutory 18 trustees 12 
---------
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TABLE XI, Tim MOST COMMON B'ANKRUPTCY TERMS .(Concluded) 
I 
Rank Legal Terms Fre .. Rank Legal Terms Fre-
quency quency 
96 administration 11 118 reimbursed 7 
comptroller 11 repossessed 7 
defending 11 sheriff's 7 jurisdictional 11 stockholdings 7 
trustee 1 s 7 100 clients 10 warranty 7 interpleader 10 
recovery 10 124 adjudication 6 
retainer 10 corporation•s 6 
stockholder 10 deponents• 6 
resolution 6 105 counterclaims 9 usury 6 
equitable 9 validity 6 
vendee 6 J.07 declaration 8 
deficiency 8 132 deposes 5 
discharge 8 disallowance 5 en~orceable 8 estopped 5 
hearings 8 exemption 5 
prosecution 8 factor 5 
reclamation 8 interpleading 5 
settled 8 negotiation 5 
:valid 8 rehearing 5 
vendor 8 
waiver 8 
Claims 
Table XII lists in rank order according to frequency the 61 
most common Claim terms which were dictated by 11 lawyers in 115 
letters containing 10,101 running words. 
The total number of technical legal terms collected from these 
letters totalled 1,123 of which 76 were different. 
The 61 terms reported in Table XII had a frequency of 57 to 5 
and the list included 1,095 repetitions. Terms with frequencies 
ranging from 4 to 1 totalled 28 of which 15 were different. 
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TABLE XII 
THE 61 MOST COMMON CLAIMS TERMS DICTATED BY 11 LAWYERS IN 115 LETTERS 
?ONTAINING 10,101 RUNNING WORDS AND 1,123 TECHNICAL WORDS 
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency quency 
1 defendant 57 defaulted 16 
liquidating 16 
2 plaintiff 50 
29 witnessed 14 
3 creditor 46 
30 adjustments 13 
4 considerations 41 petition 13 
merchantable 41 respondents 13 
respondent 41 
33 attachment 12 
7 defendants 36 liquidated 12 
waived 12 
8 debtors 34 
36 adjourned 11 
9 breach 33 complained 11 
docket 33 defects 11 
11 default 32 39 allegation 10 
by-laws 10 
12 assets 31 indebted 10 
interrogatories 31 
client's 42 9 
14 litigation 27 counter-offer 9 
debtor's 9 
~ 
15 unilaterally 24 
writ 24 45 affix 8 
assessed 8 
17 assignee 23 receivables 8 
stipulation 8 
18 stockholder 22 voluntary 8 
19 premises 21 50 counsel 7 
equitable 7 
20 apportioned 20 lien 7 
liquidation 7 
21 clients 19 seal 7 
22 indebtedness 18 55 mortgages 6 
tenants 18 sheriff 6 
24 contingency 17 57 charter 5 
pledge 17 levy 5 
merge 5 
26 assent 16 rebuttal 5 
remedies 5 
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Contracts 
Table XIII lists in rank order according to frequency the 126 most 
common Contract terms which were dictated by 13 lawyers in 198 letters 
containing 19,398 running words. 
The total number of technical legal terms collected from these 
letters totalled 2,708 of which 152 were different. 
The 126 terms reported in Table XIII had a frequency of 76 to 5 
and the list included 2,641 repetitions. Terms with frequencies 
ranging from 4 to 1 totalled 67 of which 26 were different. 
Rank 
1 
2 
3 
4 
6 
7 
9 
TABLE XIII 
THE 126 MOST COMMON CONTRACT TERMS DICTATED BY 13 LAtVYERS 
IN 198 LETTERS CON,rAIN;ENG 19,39.8 RlJl-lNING WORDS 
.. AND 2, 708 . TECHNICAL TERMS 
Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms 
quency 
breach 76 13 injury 
defendant 66 14 bailor 
default 
plaintiff 6,1 indictment 
tenant 
bailee 48 
carrier 48 18 petition 
injuries 46 19 chattels 
counter-offer 42 20 estoppel 
petitioner 42 
21 consignee 
bailment 41 contempt 
breached 41 
conditional 41 23 counterclaim 
defaulted 41 rescind 
Fre-
quency 
40 
37 
37 
37 
37 
36 
35 
34 
33 
33 
31 
31 
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TABLE XIII, THE MOST COMMON CONTRACT TERMS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency quency 
25 assignor 30 testimony 19 
26 depositions 29 59 deferred 18 
respondents 18 27 arbitration 28 vendee 18 
·contractor 28 warranties 18 
equity 28 
respondent 28 63 authorization 17 
broker 17 31 client 27 commission 17 docket 27 continuance 17 guilty 27 conversion 17 plaintiffs 27 foreclose 17 
negotiation 17 35 arbitrate 26 ratification 17 
asset 26 
conveyance 26 71 arbitrator 16 
38 collision 25 
negligent 16 
consignment 25 73 appellate 15 foreclosure 25 covenant 15 
negligence 25 misrepresentation 15 
verdict 15 42 tort 24 
77 alleged 14 
43 appellant 23 contracted 14 penal 23 convey 14 
counsel 14 45 contractual 22 falsely 14 interrogatories 22 vendor 14 
writ 14 
47 appellee 21 
decision 21 84 ·all ega tiona 13 fraudulent 21 arbitrators 13 
intervener 21 documents 13 liens 21 equitable 13 liquidation 21 illegal 13 parties 21 mortgagee 13 plaintiff•s 21 
90 arrest 12 54 subcontract 20 defended 12 
tenancy 20 mortgagor 12 
notification 12 56 illegally 19 prosecute 12 
. prem1.ses 19 
12 rescinded 
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TABLE XIII, THE MOST COMMON CONTRACT TERMS (Concluded) 
Fre- Fre-
Rank Legal Terms quency Rank Legal Terms quency 
statute 12 111 subpoena 8 
surety 12 
testify 12 112 beneficiary 7 
summons 7 
Q9 client's 11 violation 7 
declaration 11 
jury 11 115 decreed 6 
tender 11 issuance 6 
tort-feasor 11 
117 adjudged 5 
104 assented 10 allegation 5 
dismissed 10 beneficiary's 5 
justice 10 clients 
-
5 
fraudulently 5 
107 damages 9 mortgages 5 
invalidated 9 obligee 5 
pleadings 9 remedies 5 
ratified 9 sustained 5 
Copyrights and Patents 
Table XIV lists in rank order according to frequency the 63 most 
common Copyright and Patent terms which were dictated by 9 lawyers 
in 122 letters containing 12,742 running words. 
The total number of technical legal terms collected from these 
letters totalled 906 of which 83 were different. 
The 63 terms reported in Table XIV had a frequency of 35 to 5 
and the list included 960 repetitions. Terms with frequencies ranging 
from 4 to 1 totalled 46 of which 20 were different. 
TABLE XIV 
Tim 63 MOST COMMON COPYRIGHT .AND PATENT TERMS DICTATED BY 9 LAWYERS IN 
122 LETTERS CONTAINING 12,742 RUNNING WORDS .AND 906 TECBNICAL TERMS 
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
96 
quency quen~ 
1 copyright 35 discrimination 13 
infringe 13 
2 depositions 34 pre-trial ;1.3 
' remuneration 13 
3 interrogatories 32 witness 13 
trademark 32 
34 defendant's 12 
5 withholding 27 documents_ 12 
draft 12 
6 copyrighted 26 equitable 12 
prosecution 12 
7 defendant 25 
testimony 25 39 allegations 10 
licensees 10 
9 client 22 stipulations 10 
litigation 22 testify 10 
11 plaintiff 21 43 jurisdiction 9 
jurisdictional 9 
12 infringement 20 registry 9 
13 patrrtts 18 46 notices 8 
obligee 8 
14 patented 17 perjury 8 
15 opponent 16 49 notarized 7 
pleading 7 
16 counsel 15 recompen~e 7 
counterclaim 15 subpoena 7 
dismissal 15 
witnesses 15 53 alleged 6 
amend 6 
20 default 14 amendment 6 
docket 14 anti-trust 6 
findings 14 predicated 6 
license 14 
pleadings 14 58 appeals 5 
reimbursement 14 clients 5 
violation 14 compensated 5 
competent 5 
27 alleging 13 consolidated 5 
corporate 13 contempt 5 
Corporations 
Table XV lists in rank order according to frequency the 186 
most common Corporation terms which were dictated by 15 lawyers 
in 334 letters containing 34,762 runn~ng words. 
· The total number of technical legal terms collected from 
these letters totalled 3,770 of which 211 were different. 
The 186 terms reported in table XV had a frequency of 66 to 
5 and the list included 3,707 repetitions. Terms with frequencies 
ranging from 4 to 1 totalled 63 of which 25 were different. 
TABLE XV 
THE 186 MOST COMMON CORPORATION TERMS DICTATED BY 15 LAWYERS 
IN 334 LETTERS CONTAINING 34,762 RUNNING.WORDS 
. AND 3, 770. TECHNICAL TERMS .. 
Rank Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms Fre-
quency quency 
1 dividends 66 13 capital 41 
consolidation 41 
2 deposition 55 decisions 41 
dissolved 41 
3 stockholdings 52 
17 shares 40 
4 vote 51 :voting 40 
dismissal 51 
19 dissolution 39 
6 stockholder 47 
20 proxy 36 
7 charter 45 trustees 36 
defendant 45 
22 broker 34 9 corporate 43 leasehold 34 
liquidation 43 violation 34 
11 plaintiff 42 25 petitioner 33 
respondent 42 shareholders 33 
97 
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TA13LE XV, THE MOST COMMON CORPORATION TERMS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency quen4Y 
27 agreements 32 62 affix 22 
dissolve 32 assessment 22 liabilities 32 incorporator 22 
premises 22 
30 a1:bitrad.ons - 31 proxies 22 by ... laws 
' 
31 vendor 22 
exemptions 31 
insolvency 31 68 amortize 21 
arbitrators 21. 
34 subsidiaries 30 contest .21 
deputy 21 
35 incorporators 29 domicile 21 
mortgages· 29 excise 21 
revocation . 29 statutory 21 
tenants 21 
38 assessed 28 
merger 28 76 statute 20 
vested 20 
40 bankruP,t 27 
escrow 27 78 amendments 19 
grantee 27 client 19 
directors' 19 
43 corporations 26 l.nves_tor _ 19 docket 26 quorum 19 
lenders 26 zoning 19 
option 26 
84 appeals 18 
47 chattels. 25 attest 18. 
writ 25 inhe:d tance 18 
petition 18 
49 default 24 
liens 24 88 allocation 17 
ratifying 24 assessors 17 
summons 24 continuance 17 
termination 24 decrees 17 
encumbrances 17 
54 competitor 23 guaranty 17 
debenture 23 mandatory 17 
easel}le~t 23 premise 17 
grantor 23 subsidiary 17 
incorporation 23 withholding 17 
indemnity 23 
litigaf:ion 23 98 contractor 16 
withholdings 23 execution 16 
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tABLE XV, TBE MOST COMMON CORPORATION TERMS (Continued) 
' 
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
quencv quency 
holdings 16 141 accommodation 11 lessee 16 assent 11 
unascertainable 16 assessments 11 
defend 11 103 dect'ee 15 equity 11 diversification 15 grantot' 1 s 11 documents 15 petitioner's 11 jurisdiction 15 prosecute _ 11 
unissued 15 resolution 11 
waiver 15 waives 11 
109 affixed 14 151 altet'ation 10 
amendment 14 attested 10 
covenants 14 lessor's 10 debentures 14 pleading 10 
endorse 14 ratification 10 
nominee 14 
.seller 1s 10 
pt:'iority 
.14 witness 10 
rebutting 14 
revoked 14 158 COpYt'ight 9 
seal 14 counsel 9 
sellers 14 lessor 9 
majority 9 120 alleges 13 mortgaged 9 
competitores 13 quash 9 disbursements 13 servient 9 documentat'y 13 waived 9 foreclosure 13 
grantors 13 166 assented 8 indebtedness · 13 briefs 8 
optionee 13 lessees 8 
transact 13 marketable 8 
vendee 13 mortgagee 8 
mortgaging 8 130 allegation 12 pat'cels 8 
appraisal 12 
bankrupts 12 173 assenting 7 
clients 12 assignments 7 
convey 12 issuance 7 
covenant 
-12 oath 7 
executor 12 unincot'porated 7 
notat'ized 12 
surviving 12 178 valid 6 testimony 12 validity 6 transaction 12 
100 
TABLE XV, THE MOST COMMON CORPORATION TERMS (Concluded) 
Rank Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms Fre-
quency quenc y 
180 adjudged 5 minor 5 
amended 5 overruling 5 
draft 5 stockholders• 5 
guarantees 5 
-
Criminal 
Table XVI lists in rank order according to frequency the 153 most 
common Criminal terms which were dictated by 10 lawyers in 162 letters 
containing 15,650 running words. 
The total number·of technical legal terms collected from these 
letters totalled 3~502 of which 179 were different. 
The 153 terms reported in Table XVI had a frequency of 71 to 5 
and the list included 3,451 repetitions. Terms with frequencies 
ranging from 4 to 1 totalled 51 of which 26 were different. 
TABLE XVI 
THE 153 MOST COMMON CRIMINAL TERMS DICTATED BY 10 LAWYERS IN 162 
LETTERS CONTAINING 15~ 650 RUNNING WORDS IN 3, 502 TECHNICAL TERMS 
101 
Rank Legal Term Fre• Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency quency 
1 defendant 71 31 conviction 34 
pardoned 34 2 arrested 65 verdict 34 petition 65 
34 acquitted 33 4 parole 59 felonious 33 
killed 33 5 prison 56 
37 senten~e 32 6 criminal 53 stolen 32 prisoner 53 
39 connnit 31 8 narcotics 51 courtroom 31 
guards 31 9 larceny 49 pleadings 31 
10 plaintiff 48 
theft 31 
44 murder 29 11 robbery 45 smuggling 29 
12 assault 44 46 jury 27 
cleme;ncy 44 
imprisonment 44 47 illegally 26 
prosecute 26 15 drunkenness 42 sentences 26 guilty 42 
probation 42 50 bail 25 
offense 25 18 assaulted 41 perjury 25 
charged 41 testimony 25 
minor 41 
54 accessory 24 21 inmate 38 client 24 
witness 38 jurors 24 
23 convicted 37 
summons 24 
docket 37 58 confession 23 indictments 37 counsel 23 
mental 23 26 misconduct 36 thievery 23 
warden 36 
62 citizenship 22 28 connnitment 35 cruelty 22 
crime 35 default 22 . . 
. l.ndJ.ctment 35 detentJ.on 22 
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TABLE XVI, TilE MOST COMMON CRIMINAL TERMS (Continued) -
Rank Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms Fre-
quency quency 
p~nal 22 104 affidavits 13 
statutory 22 allegedly 13 
confessions 13 
68 appellant 21 defense 13 
conspiracy 21 incestc 13 
crimes 21 injunction 13 
defendants 21 nominee 13 
equity 21 
jurisdiction 21 111 amendment 12 
narcotic 21 docketed 12 
execution 12 
75 commutation 19 immigration 12 
judicial 12 
76 bailment 18 murdered 12 
committed 18 offenses 12 
mandatory 18 rape 12 
per juror 18 
thief 18 119 alien 11 
confiscation 11 
81 alleged 17 defendant 1 s 11 
alteration 17 importation 11 
bailee 17 mentally ll 
defending 17 testified 11 
intimacy 17 
penalty 17 125 assessed 10 
subpoena ' 17 decision 10 
defaulted 10 88 continuance 16 negligence 10 
illegal 16 notarial 10 judiciary 16 reimbursement 10 
probate 16 statute 10 
slander 16 
132 amen-ded 9 93 adjudication 15 assignees 9 libel 15 burglary 9 plea 15 domi~,iliary 9 prosecution 15 guilt 9 
rebutted 15 procedure 9 
retainer 9 98 custody 14 
killing 14 139 sul;lrogation 8 
perjured 14 waive 8 
prisoner 1 s 14 tmit 
.8 
stole 14 spended 7 
robbers _ 14 
142 su 
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TABLE XVI, THE MOST COMMON CRIMINAL TERMS (Concluded) 
.. ~ -~ .. 
Rank Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms Fre-
quency quenc y 
14~ validity 6 released 5 
stealth 5 
void .. 6 suspension 5 
testify 5 
145 assent 5 violated 5 
plaintiff's 5 violation 5 
premises 5 
Domestic Relations 
Table XVII lists in rank order according to frequency the 116 
most common Domestic Relations terms which were dictated by 18 lawyers 
in 168 letters containing 17,397 running words. 
The total number of technical legal terms collected from these 
letters totalled 2,678 of which 157 were different. 
The 116 terms reported in Table XVII had a frequency of 87 to 5 
and the list included 2,581 repetitions. Terms with frequencies 
ranging from 4 to 1 totalled 92 of which 41 were different. 
Rank 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
14 
15 
16 
. 
19 
20 
21 
TABLE XVII 
TBE 116 MOST COMMON DOMESTIC RELATIONS TERMS DICTATED BY 18 
LAWYERS IN 168 LETTERS CONTAINING 17,397 RUNNING 
WORDS AND 2, 673 TECHNICAL TERMS 
Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms 
quency 
libelant 87 27 adultery 
divorce·· 86 28 non-support 
libelee 85 29 defendant 
libel 79 
grounds 
31 support 
alimony 67 
32 assault 
petition 64 litigation 
abusive 62 34 annulled 
petitioner 52 35 dependency 
illicit 
libelant's 48 null 
plaintiff 
desertion 45 
39 contested 
deposition 43 reconciliation 
marital 41 41 compensation 
respondent 41 documents 
uncontested 39 trustees 
marriage 37 
44 chattels 
docket 36 cruelty 
impediment 36 maintenance 
libelee•s 36 
47 consumated 
co-respondent 35 guardian 
divorced 34 49 citation 
desert 
annulment 31 liquidate 
dependent 31 
libels 31 52 bigamy 
matrimonial 31 custody 
spouse 31 guardianship 
. . . testimony 31 ill1g1t1mate 
104 
Fre• 
quency 
30 
29 
28 
28 
27 
26 
26 
25 
24 
24 
24 
24 
23 
23 
22 
22 
22 
21 
21 
21 
19 
19 
18 
18 
18 
l7 
17 
17 
17 
R~k 
.. 
58 
63 
66 
75 
82 
TABLE XVII, THE MOST COMMON DOMESTIC RELATIONS TERMS 
(Concluded) 
: Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms 
quency 
nullify 1.7 
' 
probate 
valid 17 summons 
revocation 
contempt 16 witness 
decree 16 
fraudulent 16 92 abeyance 
guilty 16 executor 
infant 16 prosecution 
arrears 15 95 conveyed 
polygamous 15 . minor 
remarried 15 mortgaging 
notation 
arrested 14 
claimant 14 99 defaulted 
client 14 discretionary 
cruel 14 jurisdiction 
eviction 14 partners 
interrogatories 14 ward 
married 14 
recoup 14 104 defendants 
subpoena 14 dispute 
alienate 13 106 actions 
declaration 13 discretion 
legally 13 dormant 
pleading 13 
statutory 13 
testify 13 109 foreclosure 
unlawful 13 
110 allegations 
assent 12 dissolve 
beneficiary 12 donor 
default 12 injunctions 
domicile 12 sentence 
dower 12 void 
fraud 12 widow 
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Fre-
quency 
12 
12 
12 
12 
11 
11 
11 
10 
10 
10 
10 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 
8 
8 
7 
7 
7 
6 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
Equity 
Table XVIII lists in rank order according to frequency the 128 
most common Equity terms which were dictated by 9 lawyers in 219 
letters containing 22,613 running words. 
The total number of technical legal terms collected from these 
letters totalled 2,383 of which 147 were different. 
The 128 terms reported in Table XVIII had a frequency of 63 to 
5 and the list included 2,337 repetitions. Terms with frequencies 
ranging from 4 to 1 totalled 46 of which i9 were different. 
Rank?, 
1 
2 
3 
5 
6 
8 
9 
11 
TABLE XVIII 
THE 128 MOST COMMON EQUITY TERMS DICTATED BY 9 LAWYERS 
IN 219 LETTERS CONTAINING 22, 613 RUNNING WORDS 
AND 2, 383 TECHNICAL TERMS 
Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms 
quency 
claimant 63 12 default 
. 
equity 61 13 respondent 
verdict 
demUrrer .52 
pet'ition 52 15 judicial 
pleading 
administrator 45 
17 escrow 
equitable 41 
interrogatories 41 18 adjudicated 
perpetuities 
defendant 40 
20 conveyed 
docket 37 subpoena 
plaintiff 37 
22 administratrix 
deposition 36 
Fre-
quency 
35 
33 
33 
32 
32 
31 
30 
30 
28 
28 
27 
197. 
TABLE XVIII, THE MOST COMMON EQUITY TERMS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Term Fre- Rank Legal Term Fre-
quency 
_quency 
23 contractor 26 foreclosure 16 
injunction 26 infringement 16 
statutory 26 lessee ;1.6 
writ 26 litigation 16 
valid 16 
27 petitions 25 
64 allegation 15 
28 client 24 demurrers 15 
depositions 24 encumbrance 15 
witness 24 lessor 15 
offeree 15 
31 amendment 23 testimony 15 
counsel 23 witnesses 15 
exhibits 23 
grantor 23 71 continuance 14 
petitioner 23 jurisdiction 14 
respondents 23 rebate 14 
retainer 14 
37 amend 22 trustee_s 14 
38 adjourned 21 76 allege 13 
jury 21 complainant 13 
lien 21 contractors 13 
creditor 13 
41 assented 20 execution 13 
findings 13 
42 adjudication 19 grantors 13 
assent 19 identification 13 
guilty 19 justice 13 
petitioners 19 obligee 13 
46 appellees 18 86 contractual 12 
clients 18 declaration 12 
conveyance 18 dismissed 12 
laches 18 endorse 12 
subcontractor 18 illegal 12 
injury 12 
51 covenants 17' liens 12 
deceased 17 statute 12 
overruled 17 testify 12 
verdicts 17 vacate 12 
waived 12 
56 administrator 1 s 16 
defaulted 
-
16 96 amended 11 
defendant's 16 assenting 11 
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TABLE XVIII, Tim MOST COMMON E·QUITY TERMS (Concluded) 
Rank Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms Fre-
Quency duencv 
premises 11 provisions 8 
proceeding 11 sheriff 8 
sustained 8 
100 appeals 10 summonses 8 
defendants' 10 
documents . 10 117 award 7 
103 attachment 9 118 alienation 5 
bankrupt 9 allegations 5 
prayer 9 alleges 5 
warranty 9 appurtenant 5 
briefs 5 
107 alleged 8 defense 5 
amending 8 judicially 5 
dissolving 8 motions 5 
grantor's 8 obligor 5 
obligees 8 privity .s 
pledge 8 surety ... s 
Immigration 
Table xnc lists in rank order according to frequency the 64 most 
common Immigration terms which were dictated by 5 lawyers in 118 letters 
containing 12,149 running words. 
The total number of technical legal terms collected from these· 
letters totalled 892 of which 87 were different. 
The 64 terms reported in Table"XVI had a frequency of 65 to 5 
and the list included 842 repetition~. Terms with frequencies 
ranging from 4 to 1 totalled 50 of which 23 were different~ 
Rank 
1 
2 
3 
5 
6 
8 
10 
13 
16 
20 
26 
28 
TABLE XI'l: 
TilE 64 MOST COMMON IMMIGRATION TERMS DICTATED BY 5 LAWYERS IN 
118 LETTERS CONTAINING 12, 149 RUNNING WORDS 
AND 89 2 TECJilNICAL WORDS 
Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms Fre-
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quency quency 
visa 65 innnigrants 10 
pre-examination 10 innnigration 63 sworn 10 
alien 39 33 nationality 9 
consulate 39 abeyance 9 
annulment 9 
· passport 27 custody 9 
depose 9 innnigrant 23 jurisdiction 9 
naturalization 23 sentence 9 
documents 21 4ID adjudication 8 petition 21 affidavits 8 
natut'alize 8 
aliens 17 ' 
deportation 17 4~ all~ged 7 
sponsors 17 alleging 7 
deponent 7 innnigrating 16 estoppel 7 
valid 16 guaranteeing 7 
visas 16 mortgagee 7 
nonwinnnigrants 7 
citizens 15 notary 7 
citizenship 15 
issuance 15 51 notification 6 
spouse 15 waived 6 
waiver 6 
applicant 12 waiving 6 
client 12 witness 6 
consul 12 
petitioner 12 56 clients 5 petitions 12 conspired 5 
re-entry 12 declare 5 
dependents 5 
assessor 11 excludability 5 
registration 11 guilty 5 
imprisonment 5 
alien's 10 non-innnigrant 5 
denial 10 passports 5 
Insurance 
Table XX lists in rank order according to frequency the 211 
most common Insurance terms which were dictated by 15 lawyers in 
437 letters containing 44,980 running words. 
The total number of technical legal terms collected from these 
letters totalled 5,198 of which 244 were different. 
The 211 terms reported in Table XX had a frequency of 137 to 5 
and the list included 5,165 repetitions. Terms with frequencies. 
ranging from 4 to 1 totalled 62 of which 33 were different. 
Rank 
TABLE XX 
THE 211 MOST COMMON INSURANCE TERMS DICTATED BY 15 LAWYERS 
IN 437 LETTERS CONTAININ(; 44, 980 RUNNING WORDS 
. AND 5,198 'l'ECimiCAL TERMS 
Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms Fre-
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quency quency 
1 compensation 137 12 deposition 51 
disability 51 
2 plaintiff 75 
14 negligent 50 
3 violation 71 suicide 50 
4 defendant 68 16 default 49 
5 disabled 62 17 misrepresentations 48 
6 injury 61 18 covenant 45 
petitioned 61 negligently 45 
statute 61 
20 claimant 44 
9 docket 57 disabilities 44 
10 documents 54 22 damages 42 
decision 42 
11 . . . not1f1catl.on 52 . . I pla1nt1ff s 42 
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TABLE XX, THE MOST COMMON INSURANCE TERMS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms Fre-
quency 
_quenq 
Jtestimony ,42 representations 31 
tort 31 
;26 dismissal 41 
guardian 41 60 allegations 30 interrogatory 41 v contractor 90 
minor 41 defaulted 30 
notary 41 defendants 30 prosecute 41 
remedied 41 64 collision 29 
denied 29 33 reimbursement 40 negligence 29 
summons 40 respondent 29 
35 injuries 39 68 authorization 28 
beneficiary 28 36 litigation 38 libel 28 
statutory· 28 37 counsel 37 verdict 28 decedent 37 witness 28 
writ 37 
74 claimants 27 40 defend 36 demise 27 dependency 36 
dismissed 36 76 aileged 26 jurisdiction 36 termination 26 jury 36 
78 client 25 45 custody 35 continuance 25 
employer 35 corporate 25 
criminal 25 47 stockholder 33 insurers 25 
48 deceased 32 83 adjuster 24 deductions 32 fiduciary 24 demurred 32 judiciary 24 
pleadings 24 51 courtroom 31 probate 24 depositions 31 testified 24 discontinuance 31 waived 24 dissolved 31 witnesses 24 investigations 31 
petition 31 91 adjusters 23 policies 31 disbursements 23 
·--
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TABLE XX, THE MOST COMMON INSURANCE TERMS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms Fre-
quency quency 
investigator 23 manslaughter 16 litigate 23 witnessed 16 premises 23 
presumption 23 131 amendment 15 testify 23 appellate 15 
clients 15 98 citation 22 execution 15 disbursement 22 illegal 15 pre-trial 22 tenant 15 
101 alleges 21 137 agreements 14 carrier 21 allegedly 14 contesting 21 assured's 14 contracted 21 bilateral 14 defaults 21 claimant•s 14 denies 21 defendants' 14 disclaim 21 homicide 14 fi.ndings 21 injured 14 negotiation 21 insanity 14 notarized 21 rescind 14 obligated 21 waiver 14 stockholdings 21 
148 adjourned 13 113 declaration 20 assign 13 hearings 20 breach 13 plaintiffs 20 citations 13 
discharging 13 116 administratrix 19 infant 13 admiralty 19 judic,ial 13 allegation 19. landlord 13 lessee 19 suicidal 13 propounded 19 summonses 1:3 statutes 19 
158 administrator 12 122 estoppel 18 amendments 12 libelant 18 arbitrations 12 
assent 12 124 crime 17 awarded 12 decree 17 contestable 12 liquidation 17 defendant's 12 servant 17 insolvency 12 
maritime 12 128 lessor 16 oath 12 
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TABLE XX, THE MOST COMMON INSURANCE TERMS (Concluded) 
Rank Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms Fre-
quency quency 
survivor 12 fu&,~;- employee 1_ s 9 
forfeited 9 
169 amend 11 invalidate 9 
attestation 11 legitimate 9 
attorney's 11 reimburse 9 
charge 
-
11 
dismissing 11 196 fraud 8 
·equity 11 harmless 8 
investigators 11 juror 8 
nullity 11 provisions 8 
·outlawed 11 sustained 8 
writs 11 
201 lessees 7 
179 attested 10 penal 7 
citizenship 10 tribunal 7 
contested 10 "'t:.a...:. valid 7 
contingent 10 
guilty 10 205 imprisonment 6 
interpleaded 10 indemnity 6 
interrogatories 10 subrogation 6 
misconduct 10 subpoena 6 
plaintiffs' 10 
subsidiary_ 10 209 covenance 5 
testifying 10 incapacity 5 
tenants 5 
190 defending 9 
Mortgages 
Table XXI lists in rank order ?ccording to frequency the 18 most 
common Mortgage terms which were dictated by 3 lawyers in 59 letters 
containing 5,712 running words. 
----------
The total number of technical legal terms collected from these 
letters totalled 311 of which 22 were different. 
The 18 terms reported in Table XXI had a frequency of 25 to 5 
and the list included 303 repetitions. Terms with frequencies 
ranging from 4 to 1 totalled 8 of which 4 were different. 
Rank 
1 
3 
6 
8 
10 
TABLE XXI 
TBE 18 MOST COMMON MORTGAGE TERMS DICTATED BY 3 LAWYERS 
IN 59-- LETTERS CONTAINING 5, 712 RUNNING WORDS 
Legal Terms 
\ 
attachment 
client 
foreclose 
trustees 
writ 
assented 
defendant 
discharge 
disho~ored 
encumbrance 
.. AND 311 ·TEPMNICAL WORDS 
Fre- Rank 
quency 
25 
25 
12 
23 13 
23 
23 14 
21 
21 15 
18 
18 
17 
17 
Legal Terms 
equitable 
equity 
liquidate 
litigation 
legally 
perjury 
registe+ed 
summons 
-~ .. t.
r 
'·'' 
Fre-
quenc 
17 
16 
15 
13 
9 
9 
5 
5 
114 
y 
-----oooo::--------------------------
Probate 
Table XXII lists in rank order according to frequency the 251 
most common Probate terms which were dictated by 24 ·lawyers in 476 
letters containing 47,156 running words. 
_The total number of technical legal terms collected from these 
letters totalled 5, 498 of which 293 were different •. 
The 251 terms reported in Table XXII had a frequency of 89 to 5 
and the list included 5,414 repetitions. Terms with frequencies 
ranging from 4 to 1 totalled 84 of which 42 were different. 
Rank 
1 
2 
3 
4 
6 
8 
9 
TABLE XXII 
THE 251 MOST COMMON PROBATE TERMS DICTATED BY 24 LAWYERS 
IN 47 6 LETTERS CONUINING 47, :!,.56 RUNNING WORDS 
_AND 5,49~ TECRNICAL WORDS 
Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms 
quency 
bequest 89 10 devisee 
' bequeath 87 11 heirs 
heir 67 12 -donor 
decedent 65 13 docket 
wills 65 
14 estates 
administrator 63 
petition _63 15 devise 
probated 
citation 61 
17 codicil 
executor 59 deceased 
Fre .. 
quenc 
55 
53 
52 
51 
50 
49 
49 
48 
48 
115 
y 
116 
TABLE XXII, THE MOST COMMON PROBATE TERMS (Continued) 
Rank Legal _Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms Fre-
quency quency 
witnesses 48 50 survivor 29 
20 legacies 47 51 assets 28 
respondent 47 donee 28 
jurisdiction 28 
22 beneficiary 46 litigation 28 
bequeaths 46 probate 28 
executors 46 
56 auditing 27 
25 decedents 45 chattels 27 
conveyance 27 
26 appellant 42 executrix 27 
guardianship 42 ward 27 
28 appraisal 39 61 conservator 26 
conveyed 26 
29 administrators 38 execution 26 
legatee 38 grantor 26 
insanity 26 
31 beneficiaries 37 minor 26 
defendant 37 perjury 26 
securities 37 plaintiff 26 
testator 3'7 respondents 26 
statutory 26 
35 creditor 36 
intestacy 36 71 claimant 25 
custody 25 
37 deposition 34 decree 25 
equity 25 
38 divorce 33 statute 25 
inheritance 33 
76 assignments 24 
40 guardians 32 inherited 24 
kin 32 legacy 24 
residuary 32 notarized 24 
testators 32 succession 24 
writ 24 
44 actions 31 
dividends 31 82 codicils 23 
pleadings 31 fiquci~ry 23 
gift 23 
47 client 30 pre-deceased 23 
petitioner 30 registry 23 
witnessed 30 summons 23 
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TABLE XXII, THE MOST COMMON PROBATE TERMS {Continued) 
Rank Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms Fre-
cruencv LclU_enCY 
88 amortize 22 127 I annuity 16 
damages 22 audit 16 
defaulted 22 bequests . 16 
defendants 22 convey 16 
disallowed 22 counsel 16 
notary 22 counter-offer 16 
taxation 22 grantees 16 
incompetency 16 
95 administration 21 liquidated 16 
administratrix 21 recoupment 16 
appraiser 21 survivors 16 
des ease 21 testamentary 16 
insolvent 21 
representation 21 139 affidavits 15 
amendment 15 
101 intestate 20 assent 15 
surety 20 benevolences 15 
' 
clients 15 
103 apportionment 19 descends 15 
assessed 19 interrogatories 15 
claimants 19 liquidate 15 
demurrer 19 mortgages 15 
lien 19 penalties 15 
mortgagee 19 petitioning 15 
pr~mises 19 tenant· 15 
testament 15 
110 appellate 18 testatrix 15 
col!lplainant 18 vested 15 
contest 18 waiver 15 
covenants 18 
default 18 155 administered 14 
domicile 18 administrative 14 
grantee 18 administering 14 
pleading 18 arbitrations 14 
seized 18 assented 14 
subsidiary 18 assessment 14 
assign 14 
120 documents 17 conveying 14 
dower 17 deeds 14 
escrow 17 disbursements 14 
issuance 17 domiciliary 14 
seisin 17 harmless 14 
survival 17 illegal J:4 
trustees 17 lessees 14 
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TABLE XXII, TBE MOST COMMON PROBATE TERMS (Concluded) 
Rank Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms Fre-
quency. quenc y 
sole 14 restitution 11 
surtax 14 testimony 11 
validity 14 
213 contracted 10 
172 adjustments 13 legitimate 10 
appraise 13 mortgaged 10 
ascertained 13 redeemable 10 
authorization 13 taxable 10 
binder 13 
clauses 13 218 donor's 9 
courts 13 lesso:t 9 
covenant 13 plaintiff's 9 
executor's . 13 
.recovery .. 9 
foreclosQ.re 13 registration 9 
indenture 13 stipulation 9 
insolvency 13 surviving 9 
lessee 13 
mortgagors 13 225 amended 8 
quitclaim 13 assenting 8 
auction 8 
187 appra.ised 12 denial 8 
contractor 12 draft 8 
corpox:ate 12 memoranda 8 
dec.laration '12 minors 8 
endorse 12 usury 8 judicial 12 
jury 
' 
12 233 legality 7 
leases 12 oath 7 
legatees 12 released 7 
praying 12 witness 7 
revoking 12 237 domiciled 6 summoned 12 hypothecate 6 tort 12 intestates 6 valid 12 legally 6 
201 alleged 11 liens 6 
appealer 11 241 adjudication 5 
assents 11 alleging 5 
assessors 11 deponent 5 
defaulting 11 discharge 5 
disallowance 11 fabricator 5 
jointly 11 pl.edge 5 
killed 11 prosecute 5 
negligence 11 provisions 5 
overruled 11 releases 5 
waivers 5 
Real Estate 
Table XXIII lists in rank order according to frequency the 185 
most common Real Estate terms which were dictated by 25 lawyers in 
I. 
481 letters containJ..ng 49,142 running words. 
The total number of technical legal terms collected from these 
letters totalled 2,587 of which 311 were different. 
The 185 terms reported in Table XXIII had a frequency of 52 to 5 
and the list included 2,361 repetitions. Terms with frequencies 
ranging from 4 to 1 totalled 280 of which 126 were different. 
Rank 
1 
2 
3 
4 
6 
7 
8 
9 
TABLE XXIII 
. THE 185 MOST COMMON REAL ESTATE TERMS D1CTATED :BY 25 LAWYERS 
IN 481 LETTERS CONTAINING 49,142 RUNNING WORDS 
AND 2,587 TECHNICAL WORDS 
Legal Terms ·Fre- Rank Legal Terms 
quency 
premises 52 11 option 
surveyor 
landlord 40 
13 deeded 
plaintiff 35 tenants 
easement 33 15 defendant 
petitioner 33 land 
parcels 
damages 30 
18 amendments 
tenant .29 
19 conveys 
conveyance 27 indenture 
lien 
lessor 26 quitclaim 
sublease 26 
Fre-
quenc 
25 
25 
24 
24 
23 
23 
23 
22 
21 
21 
21 
21 
119 
y 
120 
TABLE XXIII> THE MOST COMMON REAL ESTATE TERMS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms Fre-
ouencv quency 
23 conveyed 20 notarial 14 
respondents 14 
24 surveyed 19 rezoned 14 
easements 19 sheriff 14 
decree 19 
assessment 19 64 appraiser 13 
tenant 1s 19 debenture 13 
-
decedent 13 
29 assent 18 escrow 13 
client 18 foreclose 13 
connnission 18 grantee 13 
interrogatories 18 guardian 13 
lessee 18 location 13 
liens 18 plat 13 
subp6ena · 18 statute 13 
surveyor~,; 18 zoning 13 
37 attachment 1.7 75 appoint 12 
covenant 17 execution 12 
fiduciary 17 foreclosure 12 
' jury 17 fraudulent 12 
mortgages 17 litigants 12 
mortgaged 12 
42 amendment.· 16 proviso 12 
appraisal 16 restriction 12 
assessed 16 seal 12 .. 
convey 16 testimony 
' 
12 
leasehold 16 vacant 12 
petition 16 
86 citation 11 
48 appellate 15 contingency 11 
beneficiary 15 contractor 11 
draft 15 deeds 11 jurisdiction 15 default 11 
leasing 15 defendants 11 
respondent 15 devises 11 
zone 15 indemnification 11 
lands 11 
54 amortize 14 notarization 11 
assessors 14 obligee 11 
deceased 14 revert 11 
inheritance 14 
g g adm1.nistrator 10 
litigate 14 9~ abutting 10 
mort a or 14 . 
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TABLE XXIII, TilE MOST COMMON REAL ESTATE TERMS (Concluded) 
R~k Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms Fre-
quency quency 
encumbrances 10 trustees 7 
equity 10 waiver 7 
heirs 10 
litigation 10 144 administratrix 6 
mortgagee 10 amended 6 
petitions 10 assenting 6 
reversion 10 conveyances 6 
torts 10 defects 6 
demised 6 
108 adjudication 9 discl~imer 6 
alleged 9 grantor 6 
assigns 9 liquidated 6 
binder 9 overruled 6 
commitment 9 receivorship 6 
discharged 9 security 6 
executor 9 sue 6 
jointly 9 transmitted 6 
mortgagors 9 trespass 6 
perpetuities 9 violates 6 
taxation 9 warrantee 6 
titles 9 
witnesses 9 161 abate 5 
abated 5 
121 abatement 8 adjudicated 5 
appurtenant 8 administration 5 
beneficiaries 8 appurtenance 5 
brokers 8 claimant 5 
conservator 8 charter 5 
contested 8 debentures 5 
defaulted 8 documentary 5 
docket ·a grantors 5 
i notarized 8 injunction 5 
ratification 8 mortgaging 5 
.. 
witness 8 oath 5 
probate 5 
132 bankrupt 7 reconveyed 5 
bequest . 7 redeem 5 
broker 7 statutory 5 
conveyancer 7 subrogate 5 
conveying 7 sureties 5 
couns·el 7 surety 5 
divorce 7 termination 5 
negotiate 7 testify 5 
reco~v7yance 7 transferable 5 
. subsJ.dJ.ary 7 waJ.ve 5 
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Taxes 
Table XXIV lists in rank order according to frequency the 56 most 
common Tax terms which were dictated .by 9 lawyers in 131 letters con-
taining 12,764 running words. 
The total number of technical legal terms collected from these 
letters totalled 783 of which 121 were different. 
The 56 terms reported in Table XXI~ had a frequency of 42 to 5 
and the list included 653 repetitions. Terms with frequencies 
ra~ging from 4 to 1 totalled 130 of which 65 were different. 
Rank 
1 
2 
3 
-4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
TABLE XXIV 
THE 56 MOST COMMON TAX TERMS DICTATED BY 9 LAWYERS 
IN 131 LETTERS CONTAINING 12,764 RUNNING 
WO]p)S AND 7 83 TECJINICAL WORDS 
Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms 
quency 
abatement 42 refund 
reorganization 28 11 lessee 
tax~ble. 
stockholdings 26 
-· 13 affidavits 
shares 24 beneficiary 
fiduciary 
assets 23 respondents 
subsidiary 
assessor 20 taxed 
appellate 19 19 guardian 
litigation 
corporate 18 petition 
assessment 17 22 deductible 
Fre-
quen 
17 
15 
15 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
13 
13 
13 
12 
cy 
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TABLE XXIV, THE MOST COMMON TAX TERMS (Concluded) 
Rank Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms Fre-. 
quency quency. 
deficiencies 12 liabilities 7 
documents 12 liquidation 7 
guardianship 12 relief 7 
tendered 7 
26 assessed 11 
beneficiaries 11 43 pleading 6 
stockholder 11 surtax 6 
tenant 6 
29 admin:istra,tor 10 
infant 10 46 amortize 5 
liquidate 10 arbitrators 5 
bequest 5 
32 assent 8 deficiency 5 
decedent 8 incorporation 5 
propounded 8 nondeductible 5 
reimbursement ·a rebates 5 
withholdings 8 reimburse 5 
residu~ 5 
37 guaranty 7 statute 5 
issuance 7 taxpayers 5 
Torts 
Table ~lists in rank order according to frequency the 164 most 
common tort terms which were dictated by 36 lawyers in 483 letters 
containing 51,032 running words. 
The total number o.f technical legal terms collected·from t:ll~se 
letters totalled 2,922 of which 293 were different. 
The 164 terms reported in Table XV had a frequency of 96 to 5 
and the list included 2,648 repetitions. Terms with frequencies 
ranging from 4 to l totalled 274 of which 129 were different._ 
Rank 
l 
2 
3 
4 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
13 
14 
15 
16 
18 
22 
-·-
TABLE xXv 
TEIE 164 MOST COMMON TORT TERMS DICTATED BY 36 LAWYERS 
IN 483 LETTERS CONTAINING 51~032 RUNNING WORDS 
. . AND 2, 9 22 . TE:CJliNICAL WORDS 
Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms 
quency 
defendant 96 26 administrator 
agreements 
plaintiff 91 indicted 
judicial 
interrogatories 74 negligence 
propounded 
accidents 66 respondents 
deposition 66 
33 client 
defendants 57 respondent 
writ 44 35 declaration 
negligent 
injuries 43 premises 
defendant's 41 38 depositions 
.. master 
witness 37 
40 connni tmen t 
counsel 35 
testimony 35 41 jury 
nonsuit 
plairitiff1 s 32 
43 assent 
statute 31 carriers 
citation 
alleged 30 falsely 
fraud 
collision 27 indictment 
verdict 27 injury 
litigation 
adjudicated 26 tort 
courts 26 
damages 26 52 appellant 
intestate 26 committed 
docket 24 54 adjuster 
injunctiun 24 compensation 
statutes 24 coverture 
testified 24 discontinuance 
124 
Fre-
quency 
; 
23 
23 
23 
23 
23 
23 
23 
22 
22 
21 
21 
21 
20 
20 
19 
18 
18 
17 
17 
17 
17 
17 
17 
17 
17 
17 
16 
16 
15 
15 
I 
15 
15 
125 
TABLE XXV,THE MOST COMMON TORT TERMS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms Fre""· 
quency quency 
equity 15 98 breach 10 
execution 15 defense 10 
legally 15 disability 10 
statutory 15 fiduciary 10 
writs 15 legatees 10 
libelous 10 63 abatement 14 motions 10 
adjacent 14 
beneficiaries 14 105 actuary 9 
claimant 14 alleging 9 
clients 14 arbitrary 9 documents 14 contributory 9 
executor 14 demur 9 
invitee 14 eviction 9 
rescission 14 imprisonment 9 
slanderous 14 injured 9 
subpoena 14 libel 9 
summons 14 minor 9 
tenant 14 misdemeanor 9 
testify 14 summonses 9 
tenancy 9 
77 administratrix 13 
deceased 13 118 assignee 8 
decision 13 carrier 8 
false 13 criminal 8 
foreclosure 13 default 8 jurisdiction 13 demurrer 8 
lawfully 13 indemnification 8 
torts 13 jurisdictional 8 
legitimate 8 
85 allegation 12 litigate 8 
beneficiary 12 mandatory 8 
delinquency 12 negligently 8 
dismissal 12 plea 8 
equitable 12 
notarial 12 130 claimantts 7 
pleas 12 defenses. ']; 
pre .. trial 12 demurred 7 
waiver 12 disabled 7 
documentary 7 
94 adjustment 11 laches 7 
pleadings 11 penalty 7 
releases 11 servant 7 
spouse 11 sheriff 7 
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TABLE ~,THE MOST COMMON TORT TERMS (Concluded) 
Rank Legal Terms Fre- Rank Legal Terms F:r:e .. 
quency quency 
140 alterations 6 contempt 5 
coti.nte:r:-designa- decree 5 
tion 6 decla:r: ations 5 
imprisoned 6 demise 5 
limitations 6 dormant 5 
litigants 6 easement 5 
nt:m .... suited 6 entirety 5 
petition 6 feasor 5 
guaranteeing 5 
147 amend 5 juvenile 5 
amending 5 liquidation 5 
amendments 5 misconduct 5 
assented 5 penal 5 
assignable 5 policies 5 
attachment 5 
TQe Most Common Technical Legal Collocations 
Dictated in 3,948 Letters 
Collocations.have significant value for the legal ~tenographer 
because each collocation ~epresents a segment of context which has 
legal implication pertinent to the interpretation of law. For this 
reason, they were included in this study. The shorthand outlines 
of these collocations should be automatized by the legal shorthand 
student. 
Table XXVI contains the 580 mo~t common technical legal collo• 
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cations dictated by 101 lawyers in 3,948 letters. These collocations 
are listed in rank order according to frequency. 
The frequencies range from 223 to 5. The repetitions total 
12,422, while collocations with a frequency of 4 or less total 
545 of which 265 were different. 
A total of 12,967 technical legal collocations resulted from 
the analysis of 3,948 letters containing 397,036 running words. 
The collocations are listed in alphabetical order and are shown 
with thei~ total frequencies in Appendix B. •. 
Rank 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
TABLE XXVI .. 
THE 580 MOST COMMON LEGAL COLLOCATIONS DICTATED BY 101 LAWYERS AND TABULATED FROM 
3,948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS AND 12,967 LEGAL COLLOCATIONS 
Legal Collocations Fre.- Rank Legal Collocations quency 
real estate 223 16 interlocutory decree 
personal injuries 192 17 Probate Court 
plaintiff's declarations . 164 18 inheritance .tax 
bill of complaint 149 19 capital stock 
entitled action 109 20 due care 
income taxes 
Statute of Limitations 101 order of notice 
petition in equity 
contributory negligence 98 property damage 
Superior Court 90 25 bill in equity 
par value 
defendant's interrogatories 89 
27 foreign corporation 
defendant's answers 85 power of attorney 
final decree 84 29 internal revenue 
plaintiff's interrogatories 80 30 personal property 
writ .and declaration 79 31 collective bargaining 
common stock 
conditional sales 78 corporate seal 
notary public 
breach of contract 76 
Fre-
quency 
75 
74 
69 
67 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
62 
62 
60 
60 
58 
57 
56 
56 
56 
56 
...... 
N 
00 
THE MOST COMMON LEGAL COLLOCATIONS (continued) 
Rank Legal Collocations 
34 pending action 
ppomissory note 
36 collateral lease assignment 
in escrow 
38 register of probate 
39 
43 
47 
49 
54 
abstract of title 
legal action· 
preferred stock 
warranty deed 
certificate of appointment 
criminal action 
personal injury 
registry of deeds 
articles of organization 
bodily injury 
Federal Court 
fee simple 
Land court 
no par value 
second degree 
quitclaim deed 
Fre-
quenc~ 
55 
55 
54 
54 
52 
51 
51 
51 
51 
49 
49 
49 
49 
48 
48 
47 
47 
47 
47 
47 
46 
Rank 
55 
57 
61 
62 
71 
74 
75 
Legal Col~ocations 
cruel and abusive treatment 
motion to dismiss 
accounts receivable 
divorce action 
indemnity bond 
restraining order 
attorney's fee 
tenants by the entirety 
action for toal injury 
agreement for judgment 
assessment of damages 
injury claim 
jury waived list 
military affidavit 
preferred stock issue 
unlawful restraint of trade 
bill of exceptions 
breach of warranty 
search warrant 
restricted stock option 
action of tort 
Fre-
quency 
45 
45 
44 
44 
44 
44 
43 
43 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
4l. 
41 
41 
40 
38 
'j 
THE MOST COMMON LEGAL COLLOCATIONS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Collocations Fre- Rank Legal 'collocations 
quency 
assault and battery 38 98 search and seizure( 
burden of proof•: 38 stock certificate 
intentional act 38 
vacate judgment 38 100 assent of heirs 
certificate of title 
79 civil action 37 common stockholders 
executive clemency 37 divorce petition 
income tax returns 37 eminent domain 
judgment for plaintiff 37 separate support 
self incrimination 37 specific compensation 
Workmen's Compensation Act 37 trustee in bankruptcy 
unfair competition 
85 Anti-Trust Laws 36 
appellate tax board 36 109 agreement of association 
divorce libel 36 '• ;. alienation of affections 
summary judgment 36 capital loss 
contempt of court 
89 mental cruelty 35 motion to remove default 
pending docket 35 probation officer 
trial by jury 35 
115 attested copy 
92 chattel mortgages 34. Board of Directors 
interim award 34 careless and negligent 
petition of dissolution 34 corporate charter 
cumulative stock 
95 armed robbery 33 death statute 
demand for arbitration 33 motion to vacate 
petition in bankruptcy 33 negligent operation 
Fre-
quency 
32 
32 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
30 
29 
29 
29 
29 
29 
29 
29 
29 
...... 
UJ 
0 
THE MOST COMMON LEGAL COLLOCATIONS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Collocations Fre- Rank Legal Collocations 
F~e-
quency quency 
registe~ of deeds 29 149 circumstantial evidence 25 
entry f.ee 25 
124 answers to interrogatories 28 exemption affidavit 25 
Federal Trade Commission 28 last will and testament 25 
illegal act 28 misrepresentations of warranty 25 
in abeyance 28 motion to amend 25 
indenture of trust 28 order for support 25 
plea in abatement ·' 28 revocable trust 25 
Supreme Court 28 statement of facts 25 
131 capital gain 27 158 collateral assignment 24 
cease anddesist 27 degree of kinship 24 
conditional vendor 27 denial of motion 24 
jury trial 27 federal estate tax 24 
notice of dissolution 27 federal tax 24 
power of appointment 27 leasehold estate 24 
referee in bankruptcy 27 life term 24 
rights of flowage 27 proxy form 24 
unfair labor practices 27 residuary clause 24 
safe and fit for use 24 
140 breach of agreement 26 Social Security 24 
conditional vendee 26 workmen's compensation 24 
equity session 26 
going concern 26 170 accelleration clause 23 
labor and materials 26 .ancillary proceedings 23 
sex morality 26 assignment of lease 23 
sustained damages 26 judgment satisfied 23 
trust agreement 26 next of kin 23 
visitor's visa 26 notice of hearing 23 
THE MOST COMMON LEGAL COLLOCATIONS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Collocations Fre- Rank Legal Collocations Fre-quency quency 
waiver of notice 23 escrow agreement 20 
writ and summons 23 income tax 20 
proof of claim 20 
178 acts of negligence 22 receiver in bankruptcy 20 
certificate of stock 22 tenants in common 20 
good behavior 22 title examiner 20 
infant settlement 22 
insufficient funds 22 207 civil suit 19 
seal affixed 22 connnon law 19 
temporary support 22 declaration of stock dividend 19 
demand for submission 19 
185 act of God 21 decree nisi 19 
action for trial 21 legal entity 19 
ancillary administration 21 judgment for the defendant 19 
authorized shares 21 parole supervisor 19 
bankruptcy court 21 plaintiff's answers 19 
decree of dissolution 21 remedy at law 19 
docket entries 21 residuary legatee 19 
Federal income tax return '21 restraint of trade 19 
life estate 21 soundness of mind 19 
notarial seal 21 title examiners 19 
order of the court 21 voluntary labor arbitrations 19 
second mortgage 21 
unilateral contract 21 222 ancillary executor 18 
bargaining sessions 18 
198 bill of exemption 20 breach of oral contract 18 
common carrier 20 corporate surety 18 
due process of law 21 
THE MOST COMMON LEGAL COLLOCATIONS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Collocations Fre- Rank Legal Collocations Fre-quency quency 
decree reversed 18 legal charges 17 
floating capital 18 liquidated damages 17 
immigrant visa 18 mechanics liens 17 
mutual agreement 18 outstanding shares 17 
mutual consent 18 petition for allowance 17 
notice for appointment 18 probate inventory 17 
obstructing justice 18 proof of debt 17 
parole action . 18 real property 17 
petition for guardianship 18 sex offense 17 
registry of probate 18 statement of account 17 
Statute of Frauds 18 tax liens 17 
tenants at will 18 trustee's. process 17 
trust indenture 18 un~air practice charge 17 
trustee's answer 18 
269 damage suit 16 
241 adverse decision 17 excise tax 16 
bill of sale 17 grant of easement 16 
certified check 17 insurance policy 16 
confirmation of award 17 jury waived session 16 
consent decreee 17 libel action 16 
corporate articles 17 motion for dismissal 16 
corporate charter 17 non-triable docket 16 
Court of Appeals 17 patent infringement 16 
finding of fact 17 petition to vacate 16 
first mortgage 17 plaintiff's motion 16 
fixed obligation bond 17 plaintiff's writ 16 
gross negligence 17 proxy statement 16 
joint tenants 17 statement of claim 16 
Judicial Court 17 
THE MOST COMMON LEGAL COLLOCATIONS (Continued) 
< 
Rank Legal Collocations Fre- Rank Legal Collocations Fre-quency quency 
283 ancillary probate 15 decree absolute 14 
annulment action 15 directed verdict 14 
denial of guilt 15 distributive share 14 
deputy sheriff 15 escrow fee 14 
equity trial 15 federal conviction 14 
involuntary bankruptcy 15 final judgment i4 
jury waived 15 findings and conclusions 14 
land damages 15 justice of the peace 14 
life expectancy 15 notice of approval 14 
long term capital gains 15 parcel of land 14 
mortgage deed 15 proof of loss 14 
Narcotic Control Act 15 stipulation of dismissal 14 
notice of deposition 15 temporary injunction 14 
notice of dismissal 15 union steward 14 
parole board 15 warranty covenants 14 
residuary estate 15 willful assault 14 
statement of debts 15 
.. 325 ancillary receiver 13 
300 administrator's deed 14 Board of Immigration 13 
annulment decr~er 14 compensation and dependency 
attorney for plaintiff 14 agreement 13 
authorized pr.eferred stock 14 court action 13 
carrier rights 14 debtor in contempt 13 
certificate of incorporation 14 dependency agreement 13 
collateral security 14 dismissed complaint 13 
criminal prosecution 14 entitled estate 13 
Customs and Patents appeal 14 equity motion 13 
estate tax 13 
THE MOST COMMON LEGAL COLLOCATIONS (Continued) 
' 
Fre- Fre-
Rank Legal Collocations quency Rank Legal Collocations quency 
I 
executor's bond 13 stay of execution 12 
federal inc9me tax 13 trustee writ 12 
heir at law 13 vested remainder 12 
immigration visas 13 writ of execution 12 
injux;y report 13 
joint control 13 365 ancient mortgages 11 
mation session 13 answer in abatement 11 
qt:!iet title 13 assessed valuation 11 
respondent's answers 13 collection agency 11 
statutory claim 13 conditional sales agreement 11 
stockholders' agreement 13 I finding for. plaintiff 11 temporary insanity 13 jury claim 11 
without recourse 13 legal documentation 11 
' legal documents 11 
348 amend declaration 12 legal fees 11 
defendant's brief 12 notice of motion 11 
divorce decree 12 parole executive 11 
fiduciary account 12 third degree 11 
hearing examiner 12 wanton and wreckless 11 
joint and several 12 
joint tenancy 12 379 affidavit of residence 10 
legal proceedings 12 appointment of appraiser 10 
marriage certificate 12 claim of exceptions 10 
order of decree 12 clear title 10 
pending petition 12 common claimants 10 
probate citation 12 compulsory retirement 10 
statement of expenses 12 conditional sales contract 10 
THE MOST COMMON LEGAL COLLOCATIONS (Continued) 
Rank Legal Collocations Fre- Rank Legal Collocations Fre-
quency quency 
defendant's demand 10 corporate excise tax 9 
divorce hearing 10 court law 9 
final account 10 domestic relations 9 
holder in due course 10 draft agreement 9 
Immigration and Naturalization guarantee settlement 9 
Service 10 head of household 9 
interlocutory order 10 indemnity clause 9 
material liens 10 joint ownership 9 
memorandum of law 10 judgment vacated 9 
mortgage covenant 10 mortgage of land 9 
notice of allowance 10 mortgage note 9 
notice of legacies 10 motion for allowance 9 
notice of voluntary abandonment 10 motion for new trial 9 
operating to endanger 10 motion to substitute declaration 9 
option agreement 10 parole hearing 9 
premium of bond 10 penalties of perjury 9 
probate proceedings 10 questions of fact 9 
probate warrant 10 recital of facts 9 
real estate taxes 10 restrictive agreements 9 
Seaman's Act 10 unfair trade 9 
warrant of arrest 9 
405 abutting owners 9 zoning laws 9 
affidavit of witness 9 
agreement.of the parties 9 433 action of contempt 8 
attested certified copy 9 admiralty action 8 
common carriers 9 affidavit of compliance 8 
contempt proceedings 9 affix seal 8 
THE MOST COMMON LEGAL COLLOCATIONS (Continued 
Rank Legal Collocations Fre- Rank Legal Collocations Fre-
quency quency 
amended complaint 8 realty trust 8 appeal period 8 release of curtesy 8 attached funds 8 stock options 8 auditor's report 8 succession taxes 8 breach of faith 8 tax lien 8 charitable corporation 8 tax waiver 8 claim of appeal 8 termination of lease 8 collective agreement 8 tribunal clerk 8 contingent tax claims 8 trust certificate 8 debt claims and demands 8 trust property 8 documentary stamps 8 violation of the statute 8 failure to answer interrogatories 8 
false arrest 8 474 administration of the estate 7 false statement 8 chattel mortgage 7 free and clear 8 Child Labor Laws 7 illegal entry 8 claim of lien 7 interstate carrier 8 consequential damages 7 joint board 8 defendant's waiver of court jointly and severally 8 appeal 7 jury list 8 equitable lien 7 
motion for confirmation 8 financial statements 7 
notice of lien 8 free of trust 7 personal estate 8 heirs and assigns 7 partial release of the mortgage 8 Immigration Laws 7 plaintiff's answer.s to indemnity agreements 7 interrogatories 8 patent appeal 7 probate records 8 patent office 7 
pending notice 7 
THE MOST COMMON LEGAL COLLOCATIONS (Con~inued) 
Rank Legal Collocations Fre- Rank Legal Collocations Fre-quency quency 
politic and corporate 7 oral deposition 6 
power of sale 7 pardons attorney 6 
record title 7 pending suit 6 
release of lien 7 priority claim 6 
return of citation 7 proof of death 6 
tangible personal property 7 redemption of title 6 
Tax Court 7 reservation of rights 6 
testate succession 7 stock certificates 6 
writ of habeus corpus 7 stocks and bonds 6 
tax abatement 6 
498 certificate of judgment 6 trustee's inventory 6 
court decree 6 wrongful death 6 
declaration of trust 6 
defendant's motion 6 529 abatement certificate 5 
disciplinary action 6 accummulated earnings 5 
District Court 6 affidavit of defense 5 
equity jurisdiction 6 affidavit of notice of hearing 5 
equity proceedings 6 ancillary receivers 5 
estate tax examiner 6 application for waiver 5 
foreclosure proceedings 6 binding contract 5 
formal notification 6 courtesy visa 5 
grand jury 6 criminal hearings 5 
in good faith 6 death certificate 5 
intention of the parties 6 defect of title 5 
land takings 6 defendant's demurrer 5 
legal representative 6 defendant's memorandum 5 
monetary damages 6 equity petition 5 
motion to extend time 6 escrow deposit 5 
notice of demand 6 foreclosure notice 5 
THE MOST COMMON LEGAL COLLOCATIONS (Concluded) 
Fre- Fre-Rank Legal Collocations Rank Legal Collocations quency quency 
Immigration and Nationality Act 5 recording fee 5 
inheritance tax lien 5 respondent 1 s demurrer 5 
injunctive process 5 right of ~epresentation 5 
injunctive relief 5 security loan 5 
intent to deceive 5 seized and possessed 5 jury session 5 slander and libel 5 
labor relations 5 statutory power of sale 5 
limitation of remedy 5 statutory proviso 5 
mortgage loan 5 statutory rights 5 
motion to consolidate 5 summons and complaint 5 
naturalization service 5 surviving spouse 5 
non-taxable income 5 suspended sentence '5 
notice of intention 5 temporary visas 5 
order of reference 5 tort recovery 5 
ordinary negligence 5 transfer agents 5 
pardon petition 5' vacation of decree 5 
petitioner•s memorandum 5 waiver by proxy 5 
quota visa . 5 
. 
- -----·-~-------·----
The 24 Most Common Legal Latin and French Terms 
and Collocations Dictated in 3~948 Letters 
The belief that much of the legal terminology and phraseology 
are couched in Latin and French terms is more or less widely held. 
This, however, seems to be a fallacy. One has but to glance at 
Table XXVII to conclude that very few formal Latin and French terms 
appear in the everyday dictation of lawyers. 
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Table XXVII lists the 21 Latin and 3 French terms and· collocations 
most commonly dictated by 101 lawyers in 3,948 letters containing 
397,036 running words. These words and collocations are listed in 
rank order according to frequency. The 24 terms reported had a 
frequency of 33 to 5 and the list included ?50 repetitions. Terms 
with a frequency of 4 to 1 totalled 47 of which 19 were different. 
The Latin and French terms and collocations are listed in 
alphabetical order and are shown with their total frequencies in 
.Appendix c. 
TABLE :XXVII 
TFIE 24 MOST COMMON LEGAL LATIN .AND FRENCEl TERMS AND COLLOCATIONS 
DICTATED BY 101 LAWYERS IN 3, 948 LETTERS 
Rank Latin and French Fre- Rank Latin and French Fre-Terms Terms 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
7 
9 
10 
quency 
ad damnum 33 res judicata 
bona fide 19 13 situs 
et ux 15 14 pro confesso 
capias 14 15 certiorari 
per diem 
ad litem 13 pendente lite 
in personam 13 
18 corpus 
et al 12 de novo 
nisi 12 mandamus 
pro forma 
locus 10 
1 dossier 
habeas corpus 9 2 remise 
prima facie 9 3 force majeure 
The Most Common Prefixes and Suffixes Incorporated in 
the Legal Terms Found in this Study 
quency 
9 
8 
7 
6 
6 
6 
5 
5 
5 
5 
16 
8 
5 
The knowledge of prefixes and suffixes is important in the training 
of the legal secretary because it enables her to recognize and establish 
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the meaning of words more readily. MOreover, by automatizing word begin-
nings and endings, shorthand speed is likely to increase. Fitzgerald1 
maintains that "a study of derivatives composed of prefixes, suffixes, 
1 
Fitzgerald, James, "Prefixes in Child Writing," Elementary English, 
Vol. 36, No. 8, December 1959, P• 580. 
-----
-- ---~~ --
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and roots should enhance written expression and facilitate correct 
spelling. 11 For t~ese reasons, the secretary should be familiar with 
common prefixes and suffixes; therefore, they were included in this 
study. 
Table XXVIII lists in rank order of frequency the 44 most common 
prefixes and the 55 most common suffixes incorporated in the technical 
legal terms reported in this study. 
The ~refixes range in frequency from 1,507 to 14 and include 
9,536 repetitions. The suifixes range in frequency from 1,512 to 7 
and include 13,330 repetitions. The prefixes with frequencies of 5 
or less totalled 7 of which 2 were different. The prefixes with 
frequencies of 5 or less. totalled 6 of which 2 were different. 
The 'suffixes 11edu and -ningn were not tabulated in this study 
because they are considered very common. 
TABLE XXVIII 
THE 44 MOST COMMON PREFIXES AND THE 55 MOST COMMON SUFFIXES 
INCORPORATED m THE 43,929 TECHNICAL LEGAL 
TERMS FOUND IN THIS STUDY 
l 
Rank Legal Prefix Fre- Rank Legal Prefix 
quency 
1 de• 1,507 5 a-
2 dis- 890 6 ex-
.• 
3 as- 782 7 ad-
4 in- 597 8 ap-
Fre• 
quenc 
459 
428 
352 
328 
y 
------
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TABLE XXVIII, TRE MOST COMMON PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES (Continued) 
... 
Rank Legal Prefixes Fre- Rank Legal Prefixes Fre-
quency quency 
pro- 328 33 of- 67 
10 cnntra .. 281 34 an- 65 
inter- 65 
11 di- 277 
36 over- 52 
12 im- 245 
37 by- 49 
13 re- 223 trans- 49 
14 a1- 202 39 co- 43 
15 en- 174 40 uni- 42 
16 ac- 171 41 anti- 28 
17 fore- 167 42 sur- 20 
18 counter- 154 43 under- 17 
19 con- 150 44 bi- 14 
il- 150 
21 mis- 136 
Rank Legal Suffixes Fre-
22 be- 117 quency 
23 pre- 116 1 •ion 1,512 
24 un- 113 2 -ant 1,508 
25 ar- 107 3 -or 1,310 
26 non- 102 4 -ation 998 
27 em- 89 5 -ment 967 
28 res- 81 6 -er 927 
29 ob- 77 7 -ors 476 
sub- 77 
8 -ments 424 
31 with• 75 
9 --ance 417 
32 com- 70 
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TABLE XXVIII, TilE MOST COMMON PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES (Concluded) 
Rank Legal Suffixes Fre- Rank Legal Suffixes Fre-
quency quency 
10 -al 416 32 •ive 67 
... ity 67 
11 -ories 386 
34 -ty 48 
12 -1y 349 
35 -sions 45 
13 -ants 332 
36 -ilities 44 
14 -ions 319 
37 -a tor 34 
15 -able 308 -ences 34 
16 -ory 284 39 -ible 33 
-ians 32 
17 -ate 168 
41 •ative "32 
18 -trix 145 
42 -less 26 
19 -y 143 
43 -ful 24 
20 •sion 142 
44 ... iary 23 
21 -ations 140 
-ery 23 
22 -ship 134 46 •age 19 
23 -ers 132 47 -fully 16 
24 -ary 117 48 .. ous 14 
25 -el 100 49. 
-itor 13 
26 -ness 99 50 -ably 11 
27 -ent 98 51 -ence 9 
28 -ian .90 52 -bility 8 
-ionary 8 
29 -tion 89 
-ab1es 8 
30 -i1ity 86 55 ents 7 
31 -ua1 69 
Analysis of the Data for Instructional Purposes 
A series of tables have been constructed to guide teachers in 
determining the amount of pr~ctice they may wish to devote to the 
technical data reported in this study. 
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Each type of legal data has been proportionately divided into 
groups. The size of the groups depends upon the number of frequencies 
involved in each type of data. The Latin and French terms have been 
excluded from this analysis because only 24 were found to be common. 
All the groups contain a similar number and percentage of word 
frequencies, but a different number of terms. These terms are 
arranged from the highest to the lowest frequencies. In this way, 
the teacher will be able to appropriate as much time and practice 
for the smal~ groups of high frequencies as for the large groups of 
low frequencies. 
For example, Group I of Table XXIX contains 14 different 
technical legal terms which have a total frequency of 5,483 and 
represent 12.58,per cent of the total frequencies of 43,583 terms 
in the study. 
Table XXX was divided into 6 groups. Group I contains 24 
different collocations which have a total frequency of 2,297 and 
18.49 per cent of the total frequencies of 12,422 collocations. 
Table XXXI and XXXII show that the prefixes and suffixes were 
divided into 4 groups each. The same procedure was followed for the 
prefixes and suffixes as for' the technical terms and collocations. 
-- ----- ---~--~-· ------ ~------ --
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Teachers may wish to devote approximately the same amount of practice 
to all groups in each of the tables. This arrangement is defensible 
since th7 terms of high frequency appear more frequently in lawyers• 
correspondence than those of-low frequencies. 
G roup 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
TABLE XXIX 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF 971 COMMON TECHNICAL LEGAL TERMS 
IN EIGHT ~RACTICE GROUPS FOR INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSES 
Number of Total Number Group Per 
Common Range of Range of of Cent of 
Technical Frequencies Ranks Frequencies Total 
Legal Terms Frequencies 
14 755 - 275 1 - 14 5,483 12.58 
28 258 - 160 14 - 41 5,568 12.78 
40 158 ... 109 43 
-
82 5,281 12.12 
59 108 - 78 83 
-
139 5,487 12.59 
83 77 
- 56 140 - 218 . 5, 414 12.42 
116 55 - 39 219 - 330 5,310 12.11 
191 38 - 23 331 
-
507 5,639 12.94 
440 22 - 5 508 ... 920 5,401 13.19 
971 43,583 100.73 
Group 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
Totals 
Group 
1 
2 
3 
4 
Totals 
----------------- -~--
TABLE XXX 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF 580 COMMON TECHNICAL COLLOCATIONS 
IN SIX FRACTICE GROuPS FOR INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSES 
Number Group Per 
of Legal Range of Range of Total Number Cent of 
Colloca- Frequencies Ranks of Total 
tions Frequencies Frequencies 
24 223 .. 63 1 ... 24 2,297 18.49 
39 62 .. 42 25 .. 62 1,982 15.96 
62 41 -29 64 
-
111 2,017 16.24 
83 29 - 20 117 
-
201 2,043 16.45 
140 19 ... 13 210 .. 225 2,055 16.54 
232 12 .. 5 336 ... 529 2,028 16.33 
580 12,422 100.01 
TABLE XXXI 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF 44 COMMON TECHNICAL LEGAL PREFIXES 
IN FOUR PRACTICE GROuPS FOR INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSES 
Number Group Per 
of Legal Range of Range of Total Numbet Cent of 
Prefixes Frequencies Ranks of Total 
Frequencies Frequencies 
2 1,507-890 1 ... 2 2,397 25.14 
5 782-352 3 ... 7 2,617 27.44 
9 328-171 8 .. 16 2,229 23.37 
28 167-14 17 
-
44 2,292 24.04 
44 9,536 99.99 
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Group 
1 
2 
3 
4 
Totals 
TABLE XXXII 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF 5..:5., COMMON TEC'SNICAL LEGAL SUFFIXES 
IN FOUR PRACTICE GROUPS FOR INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSES 
Number Total Group Per 
of Com- Range of Range of . Number of Cent of 
mon Legal Frequency Ranks Frequencies Total 
Suffixes Frequencies 
2 1,512-1,508 1 
-
2 3,030 22.73 
3 1,310-967 3 
-
5 3,275 24.57 
7 927-349 6 
-
12 3,395 25.47 
43 332-55 13 
-
55 3,640 27.31 
55 13,330 100.08 
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QHA'PTER V 
§UMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Statement of the Problem 
The problem of this study was to determine the most commonly 
dictated legal terms and collocations encountered in legal corre-
spondence, and to provide authors and teachers with scientific 
technical data which could serve as a reliable basis for developing 
materials to be used in the training of legal secretaries and 
stenographers. 
~ummary of Procedures 
The following is a summary of the research methods and procedures 
utilized in this study: 
1. After considering several sources from which to obtain data 
for developing a valid vocabulary for the training of legal 
secretaries, correspondence dictated.by lawyers was selected 
as the basis for this study. 
2. Permission was solicited and obtained from the Executive 
Secretary of the Massachusetts Bar Association to conduct 
this study. 
3. Eighteen categories, or specialties of law, were selected 
from the Law Chart to facilitate the classifi~ation and 
analysis of the data, and to insure a representative sampling 
of the broad field 0f law. 
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4. Black's Law Dictionary was selected ;is·the criterion upon 
which the writer relied to determine whether or not a term was 
technically a legal word. 
5. Common legal terms which appear in the first 3,000 words of 
the Eorn and Peterson list were deleted from the technical 
word list, but were included in a separate table. 
6. Legal terms, collocations, French and Latin terms, prefixes 
and suffixes were collected from legal corre~pondence. 
7. These terms were tabulated, verified, and prepared for 
further analysis and classification. 
8.. The legal terms were arranged in the following lists: 
a. The common legal terms which were included in the 
first 3,000 words of Horn and Peterson's Basic Vocabulary 
of Business Letters 
b. The most common technical legal terms dictated in 3,948 
letters by 101 lawyers 
c. The most common technical legal terms dictated in the 
~pecialized areas of law 
d. The most common technical legal collocations dictated by 
iawyers in their letters 
e. The most technical common legal Latin and French terms 
dictated in 3,948 letters 
- ----------
f. The most common prefixes and suffixes which were 
component parts of the technical legal terms collected 
9. An effort was made to analyze the biographical data of 
the lawyers who dictated the material used in this study. 
A table was constructed. showing the institution from which 
each lawyer received his law degree together with the 
number of aggregate years of legal experience and practice. 
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10. A series of tables were set up to guide teachers in 
determining the extent of practice they may wish to devote 
to the teaching of the technical data reported in this study. 
Summary of Findings 
1. This investigation resulted in the analysis of 3,948 letters 
dictated by 101 lawyers and representing 18 specialized areas 
of law. 
2. The 3,948 letters sampled contained 397,036 running words. 
The highest number of running words were analyzed from 
letters concerning the specialties of Torts, Real Estate, 
and Probate, with 51,032, 49,142, and 47,156, respectively. 
3. The 3,948 letters mmpled contained 43,929 technical legal 
terms. The highest number of technical legal terms were 
analyzed from letters concerning the specialties of Probate, 
Insurance, and Corporations, with 5,498, 5,198, and 3,770, 
respectively. 
---------------------
4. The total legal data collected were as follows: (1) 43,929 
legal terms of which 1,140 were different, (2) 12,421 legal 
collocations of which 845 were different, (3) 297 Latin and 
French terms and collocations of which 43 were different, 
(4) 9,536 prefixes of which 46 were different, and (5) 
13,336 suffixes of which 57 were different. 
5. In the following groupings, the legal terms and collocations 
had a frequency of occurrence of five or more in the letters 
analyzed and were considered commonly dictated in legal 
practice: (1) 971 legal terms, (2) 579 legal collocations, 
(3) 24 Latin and French terms, (4) 44 prefixes, and (5) 
55 suffixes. 
6. The list of common legal terms which appeared in Horn and 
Peterson~s first 3,000 words totalled 218. 
7. The highest average number of technical legal terms in each 
letter was dictated from the specialty of Anti-Trust with 
24, whereas the lowest, 5, was dictated from the area o~ 
Mortgages. 
a. The number of technical legal terms in the 397,036 running 
words was 43,929 or 12.8 per cent. 
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9. The legal specialty word lists contain a number of specialized 
and general terms that are the same. The findings of the study 
indicate that, as a rule, lawyers do not restrict their dicta-
tion to the terminology of their specialized fields. 
-----------------
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Conclusions and Recommendations 
Although the trend is tqward simplification of legal terminology, 
the language of law is, and·may always remain~ difficult and different. 
In no oth~r bus~ness is the verbatim and absolute accuracy of trans-
cription more peremptory than in the field of law. 
It would seem, therefore~ that some knowledge of legal terminology 
would smooth the path for the beginning secretary and would give her 
the assurance that she needs to meet the exigencies of her legal 
tasks. 
The use of the lists of common technical legal terms, colloca-
tions, Latin and French terms~ prefixes and suffixes of this study 
should serve as a basis for instructio~al materials to be used in 
the preparation of legal stenographers and secretaries. 
Authors could utilize the findings of this study to write or 
revise textbooks which involve legal terminology. A brief analysis 
by the writer of textbooks currently used in the legal secretarial 
program reveals that the textbooks have a tendency to over-burden 
the student with legal terms infrequently used in legal corres-
pondence. This is especially true in the use of La~in and French 
terms. 
I 
Recommendations for Further Research 
1. An analysis of the terminology of pleadings, briefs, and 
other legal documents should be made to supplement the 
list of legal terms presented in this study. Such a list 
may prove to be b~neficial in the training of lawyers and 
specialists in the legal office as well as in the prepara~ 
tion of the legal secretary. 
2. Using the lists of legal terminology reported in 'this 
study, legal terminology tests should be constructed 
for diagnostic, prognostic, or achievement purposes. 
153 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Barnhart, Clarence, Editor, The American College Dictionary, marper 
and Brothers Publishers, New York, 1953, 1432 pp. 
154 
Barrows, John A., ! Word Frequency Study of Technical Literary Terms 
!g Three Current Periodicals, Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston 
University, Boston, Massachusetts, 1951, pp. 55._ 
Black, Campbell H., Editor, Black's Law Dictionary, West Publishing 
Company, St. Paul, Minnesota, 1957, pp. 1882. 
Buckingham, B. c. and Dolch, E. w., A Combined Word List, Ginn and 
Company, New York, 1936, PP• 184. --------
Cobb, D.aisy, 11A Comparative Analysis of the Vocabulary of the Basic 
Vocabulary of Business Letters and the Gregg Shorthand Dictionary," 
National Business Education Quarterly, Vol. 15, No. 4, May 1947, 
pp. 47 ... 53. 
Cole, Luella, The Teacher 1 s Handbook of Technical Vocabulary, Public 
School Publishing Company, Bloomington, Illinois, 1940, pp. 123. 
Crawford, James T., Frequency~ Use of Gregg Shorthand Prefixes and 
Suffixes, Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College, Stillwater, 
1943, pp. 83. 
Early, William L., Jr., The Construction ~ Evaluation .2.£ ~ Social 
Studies Vocabulary Association Test for Intermediate Grades, 
Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation, Boston University, Boston, 
Massachusetts, 1952, pp. 181. 
Fitzgerald, James A., A Basic ~ Spelling Vocabulary, The Bruce 
Publishing Company, Milwaukee Wisconsin, 1951, pp. 155. 
----~--...,---,--,......,.> uprefixes in Child Writing, 1' Elementary 
English, Vol. 36, No. 8, December 1959, pp. 576-580. 
Fitzger.ald, Robert, ! Word Frequency Study~ Glossary of Terms 
Peculiar to Teaching Methodology in High School Bookkeeping, 
Boston University, Boston, MassaChUsetts, 1948, pp. 134. 
Gates, Arthur, A Reading Vocabulary for the Primary Grades, Bureau 
of Publication, Teachers Colleg~Columbia, University; New York, 
1935, PP• 29. 
Gates, Arthur, "The Construction of a Reading Vocabulary for the 
Primary Grades,u Teachers College Record, Vol. 27, March, 1926, 
pp. 625-642. 
Good, Carter, Editor, Dictionary of Education, McGraw-Hill Book 
Company, New York, 1945, pp. 452. 
155 
Haskell, CeC?ile , ! Study 2! ~ Frequency of the Technical Business 
Terms in General Business Textbooks, Unpublished Mastert.s Thesis, 
Boston:-university, Boston, Massachusetts, 1957, pp. 83. 
Hicks, Charles B., The Technical Business Vocabulary of General Business 
Education, Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College, Stillwater, 
1952, pp. 88. 
Horn, Ernest, ! Basic Writing Vocabulary, University of Iowa Monographs, 
· First Series, No. 4, Iowa City, 1926, pp. 225. 
----::---:::--::-:::--' "Phonetics and Spellings," The Elementary School Journal, 
Vol. 57, No. 8, May 1957, pp. 424-432. 
---..,.---...,.--' 
11The Validity and Reliability of Adult Vocabulary Lists,u 
The Elementary English Review, Vol. 16, April 1935, p. 138. 
----::----' and Peterson, Thelma, The Basic Vocabulary 2.! Business 
Letters, The Gregg Publishing Company, New·York, 1943, pp. 236. 
Humphrey, Clyde w., "Is Word Frequency Misused?n Business Education 
World, May 1945, pp. 467-469. 
Johnson:.Berg, Raymond, ! Word Frequency Study ~ Glossary of Terms 
Peculiar !£ Gregg Shorthand Teaching Methodology, Unpublished 
Master 1s Thesis, Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts, 1948, 
pp. 123. . 
Kepart, Edwii.n c., ~ Legal Vocabulary for School Administrators, 
Unpublished Master's Thesis, Pennsylvania State College, 1937, 
PP• 51. 
Kruse, BruceT., A Word Frequency Study and Definition of Terms in 
Business Law, Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston University, Boston, 
Massachusetts, 1952, pp. 85. 
~ Chart (The)., The American Book Company, Brooklyn, New York, 1924, 
pp. 23. 
156 
Lawrence, Armon J., !_ Vocabulary of Business and Economic Terms of 
Popular Usage, Bulletin of the Bureau of School Service, College o~ 
Edu~ation, University of Kentucky, Vol. XVII, March 1945, pp. 134. 
Leslie, Louis, "Basic Shorthand Vocabularies Compared,n Business 
Education World, Vol. 25, NoveiDber 1944, pp. 115-118. 
Leslie, Louis, "Thorndike's 30,000 Words and the Shorthand Teacher," 
Business Education World, Vol. 27, June 1946, pp. 526•527. 
Lorge, Irving, 11Word Lists as Background for Communication," Teachers 
College Record, Vol. 45, May 1944, pp. 543-552. 
Madden, John F., ~Frequency Study of Terms Used ~ Five Economic 
Geography Textbooks, Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston Univer~ 
sity, Beston, Massachusetts, 1950, pp. 192. 
Martindale-Hubbell, Editors, Law Directory, Vol. II, 92nd Edition, 
Martindale-Hubbell, Inc., Summit, New Jersey, 1960, pp. 1231-1315. 
Masson, William J., Shorthand and ~ Law-"! Frequency Count of Distinctive 
Words~ Collocations~ be Used !!! the Training of the Legal 
Stenographer, Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation, State University 
of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, 1947. 
Moon, Julianna, ! Word Frequency Study and Definition£! Terms ~ ~ 
Business Arithmetic Textbooks, Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston 
University, Boston, Massachusetts, 1956, pp. 95. _-
Moulton, Priscilla, ! Word Frequency Study and Definition of Terms in 
Typewriting Methodology, Unpublished Master 1s Thesis, Boston 
University, Boston, Massachusetts, 1948, pp. 158. 
Murphy, He1en_.A., "The Spontaneous Speaking Vocabulary of Children 
in Primary Grades," Journal of Education, Vol. 140, No. 2, 
December 1957, pp. 104. --
Pascale, Alfred C., ! Study 2! Medical Terminology Pertinent ~ the 
Educational Preparation of the Medical Secretary ~ Medical 
Assistants, Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation, Boston University, 
Boston, Massachusetts, 1958, 592 pp. 
Perrigo, Russell, nBusiness Students Need a Vocabulary,n Journal of 
Business Education, Vol. 15, February 1940, pp. 15-15. 
, "Frequency of Occurrence of Business Terms," Business 
---E~du_c_a_t_i,-o_n_W-orld, April 1942, PP• 666-667. 
157 
Rinsland; Henry D., ! Basic Vocabulary .£!_ Elementary School Children~ 
Xhe MacMillan Company, New York, 1945, pp. 636. 
Silverson, Joan A., :! Medical Vocabulary for the Stenographers .£!_ 
Wrentham State School, Service Paper, Boston University, Boston, 
Massachusetts, 1948, pp. 158~ 
Stephenson, A. w. ''Xhe Special Vocabulary of Civics, 11 Journal .£!_ 
Educational Research, Vol. 18, 1928, pp. 297-304. 
Thorndike, Edward Lee, The Teacher's Word Book, Bureau of Publications, 
Teachers College, COlumbia University, New York, 1921, pp. 133. 
------~~~~--~----' ~ Teacher's ~Book of 20,000 Words, Bureau 
of Publications.t Teachers College, Columbia University, New York, 
1932, PP• 182.-
-------~--..,..-:::----:-' 11The Value of Word Counts, n Seventh Annual 
Research Bulletin of the National_Conference ~Research of 
English, Scott, Foresman and Company, New York, 1939, pp. 48~50. 
-
and Lorge, Irving, The Teacher's Word Book of 
30,000 Words, Bureau o£ Publications:-Teachers College,-c;rumbia 
University, New York, 1944, pp. 274. 
Von Berg, Eva L., "Of What Should the Subject Matter of Dictation at 
Various Levels Consist?" Business Education World, Vol. 15, No. 3, 
November 1934, pp. 211~12. 
Wolffer, William, The Construction and Evaluation of a Social Studies 
Context Vocab~ry Test, Unpublished Doctoral-ni~sertation, Boston 
University, Boston, Massachusetts, 1952, pp. 204. 
APPENDICES 
... 
- -·-
:>.. (J 
s:: 
Q) g. 
Q) 
,....., 1-1 
Legal Terms lllf:<! 
+J g 
abate 6 
abated 5 
abatement 64 
abatements 6 
abayence 41 
abrogation 20 
abusive 62 
abutting 10 
accessory 24 
accidents 66 
accommodation 11 
acquitted 33 
actions 38 
·actuary 9 
adjacent 14 
adjourn 30 
adjourned 48 
adjudged 28 
adjudicate 46 
adjudicated 115 
APPENDIX A 
FREQUENCY AND CLASSIFICATION OF LEGAL TERMS FOUND IN 3,948 LETTERS, 
REPRESENTING 18 AREAS OF LAW AND CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS 
"0 
ij C/l Cll s:: s:: s:: s:: +J 0"0 :>.. Cll Cll 0 0 0 :>.. Cll •r-1 1-1 (J Cll +J+J 
-r-1 •r-1 •r-1 ~-+J ::1 +J Ill +J +J ~& +J ,....., (J+J +J ,....., t1 ~~ p.. (J Ill 111 •r-1 Ill 111 ij Ill ::1 Cll Ill -r-I+J 1-1 s:: +J,..., :>.. 1-1 1-1 l +J ~ a 1-1 1-1 Ill 0 -r-1 Cll Q) +J bD k •r-1 •r-1 -r-1 "0 •r-1 +J :>..~ p.. a ~~ •r-1 •r-1 ::1 a +J .a s:: ij Ill s:: p.. 1-1 •r-1 ::1 ! Cll ~ ~ ,!alii ,....., 0 0 0 1-1 0 t7' ~ lXI C) C) C) C) C) Q rr:l 
21 11 9 
20 
62 
24 
11 
33 
7 
30 
11 3 21 13 
14 5 5 1 
21 . 25 
10 12 18 14 30 
Q) 
+J 
Cll Ill 
Q) +J 
bD Q) Cll 
Ill +J 1""1 
bD Ill 
+J .a ,....., 
1-1 0 Ill 
~ 1-1 Q) ~ ~ 
5 
5 
8 
4 
10 
31 
5 
Cll 
Q) 
M 
Ill 
E-1 
1 
42 
2 
Cll 
+J 
k g 
14 
66 
9 
14 
3 
26 
..... 
1.11 
\0 
LEGAL TERMS IN 3,948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS (Continued) 
0) 0) 
~ §"0 0) l=l l=l l=l +J p... Ol+J 0 0 0 
l=l ~ 0) ..... 1-1 t) ca +J l=l •.-{ •.-{ •.-{ (!) (!) +J ~ +J <U +J +J ,.q (!) +J ....; t) +J +J u 
Legal Terms g. .-1 1-1 ~~ §' u bO+J <U <U •.-{ <U <U l=l <U E-4 ] Cd ..... Cd 1-1 l=l +Jr-1 >-. 1-1 Cd ~~ k I +J k 1-1 t;_~ 0 ·g 0) (!) +J bO k ~ •.-{ ..-."0 ~ +J p. ~~ •.-{ •.-{ ::s ~fr.t +J ~ g Cd p 0.'0 k ..... g. m 0) ~ <U r-1 0 0 l=l 0 1-1 0 p E-4 < < p::j 0 0 0 <U 0 0 Q I'Ll H H 
adjudication 62 6 15 19 8 
adjustments 37 13 
adjuster 39 24 
adjusters 27 23 
administered 14 
administering 14 
administration 38 11 
administrative 32 18 
administrator 189 26 45 12 
administrator 1 s 16 16 
administrators 39 
administratrix 101 10 1 4 27 19 
admiralty 57 38 19 
admissibility 3 3 
adverse 1 1 
advocate 8 8 
adultery 30 30 
affidavits 62 12 13 8 
affirming 2 2 
affix 30 8 22 
affixed 36 18 14 
agent 1s 2 
agreements 103 14 14 32 14 
alien 50 11 39 
alien1 s 10 I 10 
(!) 
+J 
0) <U (!) +J 
bO (!) 0) 
Cd +J I'Ll 
bO Cd 
+J 
..a r-1 
k 0 ro 
0 k (!) 
~ ~ ~ 
5 9 
13 
14 
14 
21 5 
14 
63 10 
38 
21 6 
15 
4 
3 
Cll (!) 
>4 
Cd 
E-4 
1 
10 
1 
14 
2 
3 
I 
Cll 
+J 
k 
0 
E-4 
11 
15 
4 
23 
13 
23 
...... 
0'\ 
0 
LEGAL TERMS IN 3,948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS (Continued) 
!Q !Q 
?-. s:: !Q s:: s:: p <!) (..) +J 0>0 ?-. !Q.j..l 0 0 0 +J 
s:: ?-. !Q ~ ~ (..) !Q .j.J s:: ~ 'r"f ~ <!) Cll (1j 
<!) .j.J p .j.J (1j .j.J .j.J ....c: Q) .j.J ...... (..) .j.J .j.J (..) Q) .j.J 
Legal Terms g. .-l J-1 ~~ g. u ll().j..l (1j (1j •rl (1j (1j s:: 1:10 <!) (I) !If ~ m m ~ (1j 1-1 s:: ., ...... ?-. ~ (1j (1j .j.J rx.l ~ ~ k I +J J-1 k ~p_. o, ·g Cll Q) .j.J 1:10 k 00 til Ol Cll ~ •.-t .,.t>O ~ 'r"f .j.J p. ~~ 'r"f 'r"f p .j.J .g ...... Q) .j.J ~Iii .j.J -e ~ m s:: p.>O J-1 ~ g. ~ Cll k til X ~ ~ (1j ...... 0 0 s:: 0 k 0 s:: 0 k Q) (1j 0 ~ < <tl <If fXl 0 0 o m 0 C) Q rx.l H H ;:a p_. ~ ~ ~ 
aliens 17 17 
alienate 13 13 
alienated 3 3 
alienation 6 5 ' 1 
alimony 67 67 
allegation 131 21 21 12 10 5 12 3 15 19 1 12 
allegations 81 11 13 10 5 5 30 2 1 4 
allege 39 21 3 1 13 1 
alleged 215 24 13 24 23 14 6 17 3 8 7 26 11 9 3 
allegedly 32 1 13 14 4 
alleges 65 9 13 13 4 5 21 
alleging 71 20 1 13 13 3 7 5 9 
allocate 5 4 1 
allocation 33 16 17 
alteration 27 10 17 
alterations 6 6 
amend 47 1 6 22 11 2 5 
amended 76 16 23 2 5 9 2 11 8 6 4 
amending 31 9 3 8 2 4 5 
amendment 165 26 12 22 6 14 12 23 15 15 16 2 2 
amendments 63 2 19 3 12 22 5 
amortize 62 21 22 14 5 
annotations 5 5 
annuity 16 16 I annulled 25 25 
LEGAL TERMS IN 3,948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING ~ORDS (Continued) 
ID .Ql 
?. s:: ID g § R Q) 0 4J 0'0 :» QJ4J 0 4J 
l:f ?. ID ~$.4 0 (Q 4J s:: ~ ...... ..-1 Cll ID Ill Q) 4J t:S 4J liS 4J 4J ..c:: Q) 4J ...... 04J 4J 0 Q) ~ 
Legal Terms g. ...... $of ::~ go 0 b[)4l Ill Cd ~Ill Ill s:: bO Q) (I) liS E-f m liS ..-led J.; s:: 4J..-f ~ J.; liS liS 4J rxl ~~ J.; 1 4J k k ~~ 0 ~ (I) Cll 4J bO J.; bO liS CD (I) i ...... ..-f't:l ~ '" 4J p. ~~ ...... i t:S ~ .g ...... Q) 4J u~ 4J -e~ Ill s:: P.'t:l k g. ID k liS M J.; ~ ~ Cd ...... 0 0 s:: 0 J.4 R 0 k Q) liS 0 < <II < p::j 0 0 0 Ill 0 0 0 rxl H ·H ::s ~ ~ E-f E-f 
annulment 40 31 9 
anti-trust 28 21 6 1 
appealer 11 11 
appealing 1 ' 1 
appeals 37 5 18 10 4 
appellant 165 36 24 23 21 3 42 16 
appellant 1 s 17 16 1 
appellants 1 1 
appellate 101 19 15 15 18 15 19 
appellee 46 25 21 
. 
appellees 18 18 
applicant 12 12 
appoint 12 12 
.apportion 4 4 
apportioned 20 20 
apportionment 21 19 2 
appraisal 114 1.4 33 12 39 16 
appraisals 2 2 
appraise 13 13 
appraised 26 7 12 4 3 
appraiser 64 9 9 12 21 13 
appraisers 3 3 
appurtenance 5 5 
appurtenances 1 I 1 appurtenant 16 5 3 8 
LEGAL TERMS IN 39 948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397g036 RUNNING WORDS (Continued) 
0) 0) 
~ §-u 0) p p p Q) 0 ~ ~ 0)~ 0 0 0 ~ p ~ 0) •.-l 1-l 0 OJ ~ p •.-l •.-l •.-l Q) Cil (1j Q) ~ t:i ~ ell ~ ~ ..0 Q) ~ M 0 ~ ~ 0 Q) ~ 
Legal Terms g. M J-1 ~~ §' 0 bO~ ell (1j •.-l ell (1j p bO Q) Cil ell ~ ] (1j o.-l ell H p ~M ~ J-1 ~ ell ~ r:a ~~ k • ~ k J-1 !;.ll< 0 ·g Cl.l Q) ~ bO bO ro Cl.l Cil i •.-l o.-l'O ~ ~ p., ~~ •.-l •.-l ~ ,..0 M Q) ~ ~~ ~ -e ~ ell p P.,'O J-1 •.-l g. ~ 0) l-1 0 ell M J-1 0 ~ (1j M 0 0 p 0 1-l 0 p 0 J..! Q) ell 0 ~ <: <: 11=1 0 0 0 ell 0 0 Q r:a H ·H ;:El P-i ~ ~ ~ 
arbitrary 9 9 
arbitrate 43 17 26 
arbitration · 106 77 28 1 
arbitrations 57 31 12 14 arbitrator 79 63 16 
arbitrators 108 69 13 21 5 
arguments 15 15 
arrears 15 15 
arrest 12 12 
arrested 80 1 65 14 
ascertain 13 13 
ascertaining 21 20 1· 
ascertainment 7 6 1 
assault 70 44 26 
assaulted 42 41 1 
assent 161 16 12 16 11 5 12 19 12 15 18 8 17 
assented 112 16 17 10 8 20 21 14 1 5 
assenting 49 13 1 7 11 8 6 3 
assents 18 4 11 3 
assessed 92 8 28 10 19 16 11 
assessment 72 22 14 19 17 
assessments 11 11 
assessor 31 I 11 120 assessors 42 17 11 14 
asset 26 I I 26 
LEGAL TERMS IN 3 9 948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS (Continued) 
co Ol ?. §-o Ol ~ ~ ~ <lJ 0 4-1 ?. Ql4-l 0 0 0 4-1 r:: » co ~$.I 0 ttl 4-1 ~ •r-1 •r-1 •r-1 <lJ co <U 
<lJ 4-1 Jj 4-1 ell 4-1 4-1 ,.q <lJ 4-1 r-1 0 4-1 4-1 0 <lJ 4-1 
Legal Terms ::s r-1 $.I ~~ §' 0 004-1 <U <U •r-1 <U <U r:: 00 <lJ Ol ~g' <U E-i ] ell ~ <U $.I l=l 4-1 r-1 I>. $.I <U <U 4-1 ril k •• 4-1 k $.I ~~ 0 11 c.a <lJ 4-1 00 k 00 <U - Ql co ell k ~ •.-1 ~'0 ~ 4-1 0. ~~ ~ ~ ::s 4-1 .g r-1 <lJ 4-1 ~rr.. 4-1 ~g <U ~ 0.'0 $.I ~ g. ~ Ol k <U M H r:: <U r-1 0 0 ~ 0 H 0 ~ 0 k Q) <U 0 E-i <!l <II <II ,:q 0 0 0 ell 0 0 0 ril H ·H ::a ~ ~ E-i E-l 
assets 128 43 31 28 3 23 assign 28 1 13 14 assignable 9 4 5 assignee 85 8 46 23 ' 8 assignees 13 9 4 
assignments 44 11 7 24 2 assignor 61 31 30 
assignors 8 8 
assigns 12 9 1 2 assured's 14 14 
- -~ttachab1e 18 18 
atl?.€lchment 92 21 12 3 9 25 17 5 attest 18 18 
attestation 11 11 attested 20 10 10 
attorney 1 s 14 1 11 2 auction 24 16 8 audit 16 16 auditing 27 27 authorization 84 25 17 28 13 1 
averment 1 1 
award 77 26 44 7 
awarded 12 
I 12 bail 25 25 I bailee 69 I 48 I 17 4 I 
LEGAL TERMS IN 3p948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397 9 036 RUNNING WORDS (Continued) 
~ 
-- - 00 I!) 
>. g'"d co 5 !:! Cl Cl) 0 +J I>. Ill~ 0 0 ~ 
!::! t>. m or! 1-1 0 m ~ s::i 
'" 
•.-1 orl (!) Ill (1j 
Cl) ~ ~ ~ t1! ~ +J ,..c: Q) ~ r-1 I'J~ ~ u Cl) 
""' Legal Terms g. r-1 ~ ~~ §' u 00~ (1j 111 •.-1 t1! t1! s:: 00 Cl) fiJ 111 E-t ! 111 or{ 111 1-1 I:! ~:-i t>. 1-1 t1J 111 ~ rz:l ~~ k 6 ~ k 1-1 ~-~~ 0 ·g ro Cl) -1-! 00 1-1 00 111 00 CIJ ~ or! orl"'d ~ ~ I>. p. ~~ or! .... ;:s ~ .g r-1 Cl) ~ ~~ ~ -e g 111 s::i P."'d k ort g, ~ Cll k 111 X 1-1 fa (1j r-1 0 0 s::i 0 1-1 I:! 0 s.e Q) <II 0 H < < ~ 0 0 0 t1J 0 0 0 rz:l H H ~ ~ ~ E-! E-! 
bailee• s 1 1 bailmeut 59 41 18 
bailor 37 37 
bankrupt 108 67 27 7 7 bankrupt 1s 34 34 
bankrupts 35 23 12 
bargain 29 29 
bargaining 41 41 
barred 3 3 
beneficiaries 106 36 37 8 11 14 
--t 
beneficiary 158 24 7 12 28 46 15 14 12 
beneficiary's 5 5 
benevolences 15 15 
bequeath 87 87 
·bequeaths 46 I 46 
-t ~- I ·--- ~-~--bequest 101 89 7 5 
bequests 16 16 
bigamy 17 17 
bilateral 14 14 
binder 30 8 13 9 
-- -
bondsman 1 I 1 
breach 175 8 29 6 33 76 13 10 
breached 42 41 1 
breaches 33 33 I 41 briefs 17 I 8 i 5 I I 
LEGAL TERMS IN 39 948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397 9 036 RUNNING WORDS (Continued) 
-00 (!.! p... §-o til ~ 1::1 s:.:! Cl) 0 <1-J p... 00<1-J 0 0 0 <1-J 
!::1 p... m 'rl 1-1 0 m <1-J s:l .... •.-1 'rl Cl) 00 (1j (j) <1-J 
=' 
.j.J (1j .j.J +J .a Cl) +J .-f (J.j.J .j.J u Cl) .j.J 
Legal Terms 5o ...... lk ~~ §' 0 f:lO.j.J (1j ~ 'rl (1j (1j s:.:! l:lO Cl) til (1j IH ! (1j 'rl (1j f.l +J.-1 !>.. 1-1 ~ (1j .j.J rx:l HCl) J.l 6 .j.J 1-1 1-1 ~Pol 0 ·g fl.l Cl) .j.J l:lO l:lO li1 fl.l m (1j 1-1 ~ 'rl 'ri'"CI ~ "-" p. §~ 'rl 'rl ;:I .j.J .g .-I (I) .j.J +Jfz.t .u 1!~ (1j r:: P.'"CI 1-1 1! g, m til k (1j M k 0 
.;} (1j .-I 0 0 Q 0 Q 0 k tll (1j 0 E-f ~ ~ j:Q 0 0 0 (1j 0 0 Cl rx:l H H ;:El Pol ~ ~ E-4 
broker 58 17 34 7 brokerage 2 
2 brokers 8 8 burglary 9 9 by-laws 49 4 10 31 1 3 
capital 42 41 1 cargo 25 25 
carrier 104 25 48 21 2 8 carriers 17 
17 charge 11 11 
charged 41 41 
charter 67 8 5 45 5 4 charters 2 2 chattels 147 39 35 25 21 27 ~~JE__ citation 139 3 I 3 18 2 22 61 11 
·-- ·--
----
citations 16 13 3 citizen 2 2 
citizens 15 15 
citizenship 47 22 15 10 
claimant 217. 20 32 14 63 44 25 5 14 
claimant1 s 21 I 14 7 claimants 84 35 I 27 19 3 clauses 13 
19127 
13 
clemency 44 44 I 122 client 348 23 28 14 221 19 i 24 14 24 12 25 25 13 18 2 I 
LEGAL TERMS IN 3$948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS (Continued). 
Ul !!) 
t' g-o !I) g ~ ~ <I) 4-J 1>- UI+J 0 0 
cil 4-J !:f to Cll 'rlk t) Ul 4-J l:l '" ..... ..-1 (IJ I1S <I)_ ~ 4-J I1S +J +J ,.Q Q) +J ...... (.)+) .j.J u <I) .1-J Legal Terms ~~ ...... ~~ §' 0 b0-1-1 I1S ~ '" I1S ·(1j ~ .bO <I) II) cd ~ I1S '" I1S k .1-J..-l ~ k cd +J r:LI k ·I .1-1 k k ~P-I 0 ! m Cll +J bO k bO I1S lXI (Q I1S k ~ ..-1 ..-I'd ~ +J e' ~~ '" j ;I +J .g ...... <I) .j.J ~r:. .1-1 ,.a~ cd ~ P.>d g. tO k cd X k ~ k I1S ...... 0 0 l:l 0 k -l:l 0 k. Cll cd 0 ~ <ll <11 <ll ~ 0 0 0 I1S 0 0 0 r:LI ·H ~ P-1 ~ ~ t-1 
client•s 15 1 11 2 1 
clients 117 8 10 9 5 5 12 18 5 15 15 1 14 
co-·counsel 2 2 
co-defendant 1 1 
codocil 48 48 
codocils 23 23 
co-executor 1 I 25 1 co-executors 1 I 1 collision 112 30 1 29 27 
conunission 51 15 In 16 1 
conunit 34 I 31 3 conunitment 63 35 9 19 
conuni tmen ts 2 I 2 
conunitted 34 18 16 
conunutation 19 jl9 I 
compensated 5 l I{ compensation 241 7 57 22 1137 3 15 competent 6 1 
competitor 23 23 
competitor•s 13 113 
-
complainant 32 I 
I I 18 13 1 
complainants 4 4 I 
complained 11 11 I I I comptroller 11 11 l I I compulsory I 14 14 I I I I I I i I l 
LEGAL TERMS IN 3 9 948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397p036 RUNN!NG WORDS (Continued) 
10 10 ~ l:l Cll ll ll ll (!) ~ O"'C) I» Ol~ 0 0 0 ~ 
a I» {,Q 'rl !-1 t) 10 ~ l:l •.-I ..... •r-1 (!) Ol cd (!) ~ 1'3 ~ cd +J ~ ,.c: (!) +J .-I t)+J +J 0 (!) +J 
Legal Terms ~ .-I 1-1 ~~ §' 0 OO+J cd cd •r-1 cd cd l:l bO (!) Ol ~~ cd ~ ] cd 'rl cd 1-1 l:l ~.-I I» 1-1 cd cd ~ r.r:l k 
·• 
+J k 1-1 ~~ 0 ·g ro (!) ~ 00 k 00 cd fJl 10 (ij 14 ~ •.-1 orf"'{j ~ +J p. ~~ •r-1 'rl ~ +J ..a .-I (!) +J ~f.:r.l ~ -e ~ cd l:l P.'d 14 ..-1 ~ ~ Cll k 0 at X k 0 ~ cd .-I 0 0 t:: 0 1-1 0 t1' l:l 0 1-1 (!) cd .0 e-. ~ ~ f:Q 0 0 0 tl! 0 C) 0 r.r:l H H ~ ~ ~ e-. E-i 
conciliation 51 51 
conditional 41 41 
confession 23 23 
confessions 13 13 
confinement 15 12 3 
confiscation 11 11 
conservator 34 26 8 considerations 41 41 
consignee 56 20 33 3 consignment 50 22 25 3 
consolidated 26 21 5 
consolidation 41 41 
conspiracy 38 17 21 
conspired 5 5 
constable 2 2 
. constitutionality 3 3 consul 12 12 
consulate 39 39 
consummated 19 19 
contempt 73 14 33 5 16 5 
contest 57 18 21 18 
contestable 12 12 
contested 43 23 10 8 2 contesting 21 21 I contingency 28 17 11 I 
LEGAL TERMS IN 3p948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397~036 RUNNING WORDS (Continued) 
Ul Ill 
~ g'O Cl) ~ s::: j;;j <!) +I » I:Q+J 0 0 0 +I ~ ~ 00 or{ ~ 0 Cll +I ~ or{ or{ or{ <!) 00 I'd +I e +I I'd +I +I ..a <!) +I ....... O+J +I 0 <!) .j.J Legal Terms g. ....... ~~ §' 0 Q()+J ~ af or{ I'd I'd § bO <!) Cl) I'd 8 ] I'd or{ I'd s:: 6.!:-l 1>-. ~ I'd +I j::c:l ~~ ~ ·O +I k ~ ~~ 0 ~ 00 <!) .j.J bO ~ bO I'd til Cll ~ or{ -M'O ~ +I p. ~~ or{ i +I .0 .-I <!) .j.J +IJ%.1 ,1-J -e §. I'd ~ P.'O ~ g. Cll k 0 af X ~ 0 ~ I'd .-I 0 0 c:: 0 ~ s:: 0 $.1 <!) I'd 0 ~ <4 <4 <4 l1l 0 0 0 (If 0 0 Cl j::c:l H ·H ::a ~ ~ ~ ~ 
contingent 10 10 
continuance 124 7 21 17 17 16 3 14 25 1 3 contracted 45 14 21 10 
contractor 154 31 28 16 26 30 12 11 
contractors 13 13 
contractual 69 35 22 12 
contributory 9 9 controversies 23 23 
conversion 17 17 I convey 58 14 12 16 16 
conveyance 98 26 18 27 27 
conveyancer 7 7 
conveyances 6 6 
conveyed 85 I 10 28 26 20 -~-'conveying 22 I 1 14 7 I· -conveyer 1 1 conveys 21 l 21 
convicted 37 37 
conviction 74 36 
H35 1 34 3 co-partners 1 1 copyright 44 I I 9 
copyrighted 26 l 26 I co .. respondent 35 I 35 corporate 115: 42 13 43 25 I 12 3 118 corporation's 6 I I I 
LEGAL TERMS IN 3D948 LETTERs CONTAINING 397 9 036 RUNN.lNG WORDS (Continued) 
-
D;} r!J p., 1=1 D;} J: ~ r:! Cl) 0 -'-1 000 p., ;:n.U 0 0 0 .u r: ~ co 
""' 1-1 0 co -'-1 1::1 ""' 
.,.., 
•.-1 Cl) Cll <II Cl) -'-1 !:3 .j.J <II .j.J .j.J ,..c:: Cl) .j.J r-f o.u -!..! u Cl) .u 
Legal Terms g. .-( e.. ~~ §' .o oo.u ~ til ""' <II <II r: 00 Cl) Cll <II ~ ] <II ""' <II $:l .!.J.-( ~ 1-1 <II <II .j.J rx:l j,-.:(1) J.i 6 oi.J 1-1 1-1 ~P-I 0 '@ ro <l.l .j.! 00 ~ 00· <II 00 co <II 1-1 ~ ""' or-!00 ~ .j.J p. ~~ 'r"l ""' .u .0 r-f (!) .!.J .UIJ:., .IJI 'fg <II !:.! P.OO 1-1 'r"l g. ~ co k 0 <II ~ 1-1 0 ~ <II r-f 0 0 1=1 0 1-1 0 1=1 0 ~ Cl) (II 0 t-1 ...:t: ...:t: 1X=I 0 0 0 til 0 0 0 ~ H H ;:El P-1 ~ E-1 f-i 
corporations 28 26 2 co.;. tenants 2 2 counsel 294 33 51 7 12 7 14 15 9 23 4 23 37 16 7 1 35 counterclaim 50 31 15 4 counterclaims 9 9 
counter-designation 6 6 counter-offer 47 22 9 16 
counter-offers 42 42 
counts 3 3 courtroom 62 31 31 
courts 59 18 1 1 13 26 covenance 5 5 
covenant 102 15 12 45 13 17 covenants 67 17 14 17 18 1 coverage 2 2 I 
·- - ---
coverture 15 15 creditor 160 65 46 13 36 
creditors• 26 26 
crime 52 35 17 
crimes 21 21 
-
criminal 103 13 I 1 53 3 25 8 cruel 14 I 14 cruelty 43 I 22 21 custody t03 1 14 17 9 35 25 I 12~ damages 183 29 13 12 I 9 I 42 22 30 
LEGAL TERMS IN 3~948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397 9 036 RUNNING WORDS (Continued) 
Ill Ol ~ l:l Ol ~ 1::1 1=1 (I) 0 -1-1 0-d ~ OJ-I-I 0 0 0 .j.J 
1=1 1>. OJ •rl 1-l 0 ca -1-1 l:l ..-1 •rl ..-1 (!) OJ (1j (!) -1-1 I:' +.J rd .j.J +.J ,.d (!) .j.J r-1 tl+.J .j.J 0 (I) .j.J 
Legal Terms g. r-1 k ~~ §' 0 ' ~ +.J (1j (1j •.-! rd rd PI ~ (!) Cl.) (1j E-1 ] rd or! (1j k PI .1-Jr-1 !>. 1-l ~ rd .j.J ILl ~ ~ k ·O +.J k k ~~ 0 •rl fl.! (!) +.J ~ ~ (1j Ol OJ ~ •o-f ..-1-d ~ .j.J p. a ~p:1 •rl or! :::1 .j.J .g r-1 (!) +.J ~f%.4 -1-1 ..o PI (1j l:l P.-d k or! g. ~ Cl.) 1-1 (1j M 1-l ~ 1-l (1j (1j ..-1 0 o PI 0 1-l 0 PI 0 k (!) rd 0 H ~ ~ P=l 0 0 0 rd 0 0 0 ILl H H ;:El ~ r::t:l E-1 E-1 
debenture 36 23 13 debentures 19 14 5 debtor 1 s 9 9 
debtor f) 34 34 
debts 3 3 
decease 23 21 2 deceased 187 49 14 17 32 48 14 13 decedent 168 45 37 65 13 8 decedents 45 45 decision 142 23 9 13 1 2 21 10 4 42 4 13 
decisions 45 2 41 2 declaration 99 8 11 13 12 20 12 2 21 declarations 5 5 declare 5 5 
declared 1 1 
decree 104 7 15 16 17 25 19 5 decreed 7 6 1 decrees 24 7 17 
deductible 33 21 12 deductions 36 32 4 
deeded 24 I 24 deeds 25 14 11 default 287 22 32 3.7 14 24 22 12 35 49 18 11 3 8 defaulted 153 16 41 1 10 9 16 30 22 .8 I defaulting 11 I I 11 I ! 
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defaults 23 21 2 
defects 30 12 11 6 1 
defend 54 11 4 36 1 2 
defendant 755 40 37 44 57 57 66 25 45 71 28 40 68 21 37 23 96 
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-
12 12 
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~. 
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·- - - -demise 66 34 27 5 
demised 6 6 
demur 9 9 demurrage 14 14 
demurred 39 32 7 
demurrer 79 I 52 19 8 
demurrers 15 15 
demurs 2 2 denial 18 10 8 I I denied 32 I i 29 3 I I I 
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denies 26 3 2 21 dependency 92 32 24 36 dependent 63 32 31 
dependents 7 5 2 deponent 12 7 5 
deponents 34 31 3 deponents• 6 6 
deportation 17 17 deported 3 3 depose 13 4 9 
deposes 5 5 
depositary 3 3 deposited 1 16! deposition 361 . 33 42 1 55 43 36 51 34 depositions 219 19 62 29 I 34 24 31 20 ryl I - - ·M deputy 21 I descends 15 
118 1 15 desert 18 
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devise 49 I I 49 devised 4 4 devisee 55 I 55 devises I 11 I 11 I director 1s 19 I 19 I I 
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disabilities 44 44 disability 86 25 51 10 disabled· 94 25 62 7 disallowance 16 5 ll disallowed 27 22 1 4 
disbursement 23 22 1 disbursements 75 18 4 13 23 14 3 discharge 53 13 8 4 1 18 5 1 3 discharged 22 13 9 discharging 14 13 1 
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dissolve 66 29 32 5 dissolved 74 41 31 2 dissolving 8 8 diversification 15 15 
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easements 19 19 
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emigrating 2 2 
employee 1s 12 3 9 
employer. 69 32 35 2 
employer r s 4 4 
employers 4 4 
enacted 12 12 
encumbrance 35 15 17 3 
encumbrances 28 17 1 10 
endorsable 4 4 
endorse 40 14 12 12 2 
endowment 1 1 
enforce 21 21 
enforceable 11 8 3 
enforcement 10 10 
enjoin 1 1 
entirety 5 5 
entitled 4 3 1 
entitles 2 2 
entity 1 1 
equitable 144 21 9 9 7 13 12 41 17 2 1 12 
equitably 11 1 4 2 4 
equities 2 2 I equity 1224 26 I 28 11 21 61 11 16 25 10 15 
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forecloses 1 1 foreclosing 1 1 
foreclosure 103 1 25 13 4 6 16 13 12 13 forfeited 9 9 franchise 1 1 
fraud 77 25 15 12 8 17 fraudulent 49 21 16 12 fraudulently 5 5 
gift 23 23 goodwill 34 34 
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guarantor 3 3 guaranty 24 17 7 guardian 90 19 41 4 13 13 guardians 32 ~~ guardianship !1 17 12 guards 32 31 1 guilt 9 9 
guilty 119 27 42 16 19 5 10 harmless ,26 8 14 4 hearings 46 '14 8 4 20 
heir 67 67 heirs 63 53 10 holdings 16 16 
homocide 14 14 honored 1 1 
hypothecate 6 6 identification 18 13 2 3 illegal 86 15 13 16 12 15 14 1 illegally 47 19 26 2 illicit 24 24 
illigitimate 17 17 
immigrant 23 23 
immigrants 10 10 
immigrate 1 1 I immigrating 16 I 16 
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inheritance 65 18 
inherited 26 
injunction 127 18 13 24 4 13 26 
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injured 44 17 14 injuries 166 17 21 46 39 
·injury 162 30 40 12 61 
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interrogatory 45 41 intervener 21 21 
intestacy 36 
intestate 47 1 intestates 6 
intimacy 17 17 
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judicially 5 5 judiciary 40 16 24 jurisdiction 275 44 25 13 24 9 15 21 9 14 9 36 28 15 13 jurisdictional 29 11 9 1 8 jurisdictions 1 1 
juror 8 8 jurors 27 24 3 jury 168 24 2 11 27 21 36 12 17 18 jury1s 1 1 justice 31 7 10 13 1 
juvenile 5 5 killed 44 33 11 killing 14 14 
kin 32 32 1abor1s 1 I I 1 ~-J I -- ----·-laches 48 23 18 7 land 23 23 lands 11 11 landlord 66 12 13 40 1 landlord's 1 1 
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legacy 24 24 legality 9 1 7 1 I legally 82 23 10 1 2 13 9 6 2 1 15 legatee 38 38 legatees 22 12 10 
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libeling 4 
libelous 10 
libels 31 
license 30 11 14 
licensees 10 10 
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lien 89 21 7 
lienors 2 
liens 94 13 21 
limitation 17 13 
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liquidate 95 33 
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liquidating 37 21 16 
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marital 41 41 
maritime 46 34 12 
marketable 8 8 
marriage 37 37 
married 14 14 
master 51 22 2 4 3 20 
matrimonial 31 31 
memoranda 8 8 
mental 23 23 
mentally 11 11 
merchantable 41 41 
merge 5 5 
merged 1 1 
merger 29 1 28 
minor 149 12 5 41 10 1 41 26 4 9 
minor's 2 2 
minority 3 2 1 
ni.nors 11 8 1 2 
misconduct 54 3 36 10 5 
misdemeanor 18 9 9 
misrepresentation 15 15 
misrepresentations 48 48 
misstatements 1 1 I 
monopolies 17 I 17 I monopolize 14 14 I I I I 
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monopoly 21 21 
mortgaged 31 9 
mor-tgagee 71 6 
mortgagees 17 
13 8 4 4 7 
mortgages 71 21 5 29 1 
mortgaging 23 8 10 
mortgagor 26 12 
mortgagors 22 
motions 40 22 3 5 
murder 29 29 
murdered 12 12 
narcotic 21 21 
narcotics 51 51 
nationality 9 9 
naturalization 23 23 
naturalize 8 8 
negligence 131 33 25 10 29 
negligent 112 22 16 50 
negligently 66 12 45 
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negotiated 24 24 
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nominee 31 I 14 13 
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nominees 2 2 
non-deductible 5 5 
non• immigrant 5 5 
non-innnigrants 7 7 
non-judicial 1 1 
non-maritime 12 12 
non-quota 4 4 
non-suit 26 4 4 18 
non-suited 10 4 6 
non-suits 1 1 
non•support 29 29 
non-waiver 2 2 
notarial 36 10 14 12 
notarization 11 11 
notarized 72 7 12 21 24 8 
notary 75 7 41 22 3 2 
notation 10 10 
notices 10 8 2 
notification 87 16 12 6 52 1 
null 24 24 
nullify 17 17 
nullity 14 3 11 
oath 38 2 7 2 12 7 5 3 
objections 5 5 I obligated 21 21 
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obligee 37 5 8 13 obligees 8 8 
obligor 5 5 
obstruct 1 
offense 40 12 3 25 
offenses 12 12 
offered 15 15 
opponent 20 4 16 
optton 74 18 3 26 
optionee 13 13 
options 6 2 4 
ordinance 5 
ordinances 1 
outlawed 11 11 
overassessment 1 
overrule 40 1 4 17 
overrules 2 
overruling 9 5 4 panel 5 5 
parcels 34 8 
pardoned 34 I 34 parole 59 59 
parties 29 8 21 
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passport 27 27 passports 5 5 
patented 17 17 
patents 18 18 
penal 57 23 22 7 5 
penalties 19 15 4 penalty 50 25 1 17 7 pendency 13 12 1 pension 4 4 
perjured 14 14 
perjurer 18 18 
perjury 69 8 25 9 26 1 perpetuities 39 30 9 petition 465 26 41 13 36 18 65 64 52 21 31 63 16 13 6 petitioned 61 61 
petitioner 252 27 42 33 52 23 12 30 33 petitioner's 11 ll 
petitioners 19 19 
petitioning 16 1 15 
petitions 54 3 25 12 10 4 
picketing 21 21 
161 placards 18 18 plaintiff 669 43 38 28 64 50 21 42 48 24 37 61 26 35 91 plaintiff's 138 12 13 21 42 9 4 I 32 plaintiffs 87 24 16 27 20 
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plaintiffs1 10 10 plat 13 
plea · 23 15 
pleading 143 32 7 10 31 13 32 pleadings 179 24 41 19 9 14 24 
pleas 12 
pledge 33 17 8 pledged 4 4 
pledging 2 
plenary 1 1 
policies 36 31 polygamous 15 15 prayer 30 18 9 prayers 3 
praying 12 
preamble 4 
predeceased 23 
predicated 6 6 
pre-examination 10 10 prejudice 1 1 
premise 17 17 premises 229 23 13 21 19 22 5 11 23 presentation 1 
I presumption 23 I 23 pre-trial 52 1 13 4 22 I 
Q) 
~ 
(I) cU 
Q) ~ 
bO Q) (/) 
Ill ~ r:z::l bO Ill 
~ ,..Q r-l 
k 0 Ill 
0 k Q) 
;:El ~ p:l 
13 
18 
31 
5 3 
2 
12 
4 
23 
19 52 
fJJ 
Q) 
M 
Ill 
E-! 
6 
3 
I 
8 
11 
12 
5 
3 
21 
1 
12 
co 
~ 
k 
0 
E-! 
..... 
\0 
..... 
LEGAL TERMS IN 3p948 LETTERS CONTAINING 3979 036 RUNNING WORDS (Continued) 
- Ill t!l 
t' §-o al c:; = § 11.) .!-1 p, \1:1.!-1 0 0 ~ 1::1 !>... m 'rlk u ((! .!-1 s::: 'rl •l"f 'rl 11.) I'll «< (!) ~ e .j.J ct! ~ .j.J ..a 11.) .j.J .-f 0~ .!..! u (!) .j.J Legal Terms g. .-f ~~ §' u 00.!..1 e ct! 'rl ct! «< l:l 00 (!) Ul «< ~ ! «< 'rl «< l:l .J.J.-1 !>... $.4 «< cd 4.1 rx:r 1>-1 (!) k 6 .!-1 $.4 k !:.~ 0 -g ro (!) ""' 00 $.4 00 «< !'JJ Ill «< k i 'rl 'ri"O ~ 4.1 p.. e~ 'rl 'rl 1!1 ,j..! .0 .-1 (!) .!..! ~~ .!..! ..0 1::1 «< l:l P.."t:l k ..... g. m Ul 1-4 0 cd M 1-1 !f 1-4 «< «< ...-1 0 0 l:l 0 1-1 l:l 0 1-1 11.) «< 0 ~ < < p:j 0 0 0 tlf 0 0 A rx:r H H ;:EI ~ ~ E-! E-1 
pre-tried 3 3 priorities 20 20 
priority 15 14 1 prison 56 56 
prisoner 53 53 
prisoner's 14 14 
privity . 5 5 probate 89 4 16 12 24 28 5 probated 49 49 probation 46 42 4 
probationary I 8 8 
procedure 11 1 1 9 
proceeding 16 1 3 11 1 prbperties 2 2 -~.E__ propounded 85 17 18 19 I 
-- -
prosecute 104 4 12 4 11 26 41 5 1 prosecuted 25 20 1 1 3 prosecuting 3 3 l 
prosecution 62 13 1 8 12 15 11 2 protested 3 3 
-
provisions 48 23 I 8 8 5 4 proviso 12 I 12 proxies 22 I 122 proxy I 36 36 I pursuant 4 I I I 1 I I 2 1 
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quash 9 9 
quitclaim 34 13 21 quorum 19 19 
rape 12 12 
ratification 59 24 17 10 8 
ratified 40 17 14 9 
ratify 14 14 
ratifying 24 24 
reapportioned 1 1 rebate 14 14 
rebates 5 5 rebuttal 9 5 4 rebutted 15 15 
rebutting 14 14 
receivables 8 8 
receiver's 22 22 
receivership 6 6 reclaim 14 14 
reclamation 8 8 
recompense 7 7 
.. 
reconciliation 23 23 
reconvey 2 2 reconveyance 7 7 reconveyed 5 5 I ·recoup 14 I I 14 
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recoupment 16 16 
recovery 19 10 9 
redeem 5 5 
redeemable 10 ' 10 
redemption 4 2 2 
' 
redraft 6 4 2 
re-entry 12 12 
referee 35 17 I 18 
refund 21 4 17 
registered 5 5 
-regis tr·a tion 25 4 11 9 1 
registry 42 3 9 4 23 2 1 
rehearing 5 5 
reimburse 16 2 9 5 
reimbursed 7 7 
reimbursement 72 14 10 40 8 
rejoinder 1 1 
released 12 5 7 
releases 24 2 4 5 2 11 
releasing 5 1 4 
relief 11 2 2 7 
remarried 15 15 
remedied 41 41 
remedies 11 5 5 1 I removal 2 1 1 
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remuneration 13 13 
rentals 1 1 
reorganization 28 28 
replevin 14 14 
repossess 1 1 
repossessed 7 7 
representation 21 21 
representations 31 31 
rescind 64 19 31 14 
rescinded 17 5 12 
rescission 14 14 
resident 1 1 
residuary 32 32 
residue 5 5 
resolution 17 6 11 
resolve 1 1 
respondent 334 17 19 41 28 42 41 33 29 47 15 22 
respondent 1 s 12 12 i 
respondents 131 13 18 23 26 14 14 23 I 
restitution 11 11 
restricted 2 2 
restriction 12 12 
retainage 1 1 
retained 1 I 1 retainer 62 4 12 10 2 2 9 14 4 3 2 
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re-trial 1 1 
reversal 3 3 I reversion 10 ·10 
revert 11 11 
reverted 1 1 
~ 
revocable 28 28 
revocation 41 
L_ 
29 12 
revoked 14 I 14 
revoking 12 I 12 reward 3 I 3 
rezoned 14 14 I rider 1 1 
robbers 14 14 
robbery 45 45 
rulings 1 1 
-
-
saner 1 l 
seal 33 7 14 12 
search 3 3 
securities 48 4 2 37 4 1 
security 6 6 
seisin 17 17 
seized 18 18 
seller's 10 10 
sellers 14 14 I I sentence 46 32 5 9 I 
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sentenced 26 26 
sentencing 4 4 
servant 25 17 1 7 
servants 3 2 1 
servient 9 9 
session 3 1 2 
sessions 2 1 1 
settled 9 8 1 
shareholders 38 33 3 2 
shares 64 40 24 
sheriff 55 3 12 6 3 8 2 14 7 
sheriff's 11 7 4 
siander .. 20 16 4 
slanderous 14 14 
smuggling 29 29 
sole 14 14 
solvency 17 17 
specification 2 2 
sponsor 1 1 
sponsors 17 17 
spouse 57 31 15 11 I statute 258 28 23 12 20 10 12 4 75 25 13 5 31 I 
statutes 43 19 24 
statutory 230 22 13 18 18 21 22 13 26 28 26 5 I 3 15 stealth 5 '5 
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stipulated 23 12 11 
stipulation 62 28 8 8 8 9 1 
stipulations 10 10 
stockholder 145 22 10 22 47 33 11 
stockholder's 5 5 
-· 
stockholdings 107 7 52 21 1 26 
stole 14 14 
stolen 33 32 1 
stripping 12 12 
subcontract 20 20 
~-
subcontractor 18 18 I 
subcontractors 3 3 
sublease 26 26 
subleasing 4 4 
sublet 3 3 
--
subletting 3 3 
submission 1.4 14 
subpoena 112 .8 7 17 14 28 6 18 14 
subpoenaed 1 1 
subpoenas 8 1 3 .4 
subrogate 5 5 
subrogated 3 3 
subrogation 18 8 6 4 
subsidiaries 33 3 30 
114 subsidiary 91 22 3 17 10 18 7 
-
-
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subsidy 2.6 2.6 
succession 24 
successors 1 
sue 7 
sued 2. 
suicidal 13 13 
suicide 50 50 
suing 8 I 3 1 
summoned 13 
summons 232. 17 2.7 15 24 7 24 24 12 40 
~-
summonsed 2 2. 
summonses 46 12 4 8 13 
supervising 3 3 
suppl'emen tal 10 10 
support 27 27 
sureties 12. 
surety 75 3 18 12 12 5 
surtax 20 
surveyed 19 
surveyor 25 
surveyors 18 
survival 17 
surviving 21 12 
survivor 41 
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suspend 4 4 
suspended 11 4 7 
suspension 10 5 5 
sustained 22 5 8 8 
sworn 13 10 
taxable 25 . 
taxation '31 
taxed 14 
taxpayer's 2 
taxpayers 5 
tenancy 31 20 
tenant 116 37 15 
tenant's 19 
tenants 68 18 21 5 
tender 11 11 
tendered 7 
tenor 1 
terminate 6 3 
terminated 17 11 4 
terminates 4 
termination 69 4 4 24 26 
testament 18 
testamentary 16 
testator 37 
testators 32 
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testatrix 15 15 
testified 89 30 11 24 24 testify 117 23 12 10 5 13 12 23 5 14 testifying 11 1 10 ' 
testimonies 2 2 
testimony 313 42 20 24 19 25 12 25 31 15 42 11 12 35 
theft 32 I 31 1 thief 18 18 
thievery 23 23. 
thieves 1 1 
titles 9 9 I tort 108 24 24 31 12 17 tort-feasor 11 11 
torts 23 10 13 trademark 32 32 
transact. 13 13 
transaction 16 12 4 
transferable 5 5 
transferor 8 4 4 transmission 1 1 
transmitted 6 6 
trespass 8 1 6 1 trespasser 4 4 
trespassing 1 1 I trials 1 1 
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tribunal 9 7 1 1 trustee 1s 7 7 
trustees 131 12 36 22 14 23 ' 17 7 trustor 2 2 unappealable 1 
_1 
unascertainable 16 16 
uncontested 39 39 
undercJ:?.arged 3 I 3 undersigned 14 3 2 3 1 2 3 
unencumbered 2 2 
unilateral 18 18 I I unilaterally 24 24 
unincorporated 7 7 
union 22 22 
unissued 15 15 
unjust 2 2 
unlawful 8 4 4 
unlawfully 18 5 13 
unliquid~ted 1 1 
unpaten,t:ed 2 2 
unsecured 2 2 
us~ry 14 6 8 
vacant 12 12 
vacate 12 
117 
12 
112 I valid 83 1 8 6 16 16 7 I 
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validity 37 1 6 6 6 1 
vendee 39 6 18 2 13 
vendor 44 8 14 22 
vendor's 2 2 
verdict 160 11 12 15 34 33 28 
-
verdicts 20 17 
vest 4 4 
vested 35 I 20 
violate 3 3 
violated 6 5 
violates 6 
violation 138 7 14 34 5 1 71 
violations 9 9 
visa 65 65 
visas 16 16 
void 15 6 5 
voluntary 8 8 
vote 51 51 
voting 40 40 
waive 40 10 14 8 1 
waived 85 17 4 12 9 12 6 24 
waiver 91 1 9 8 2 15 2 6 14 
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waives 14 11 
waiving 9 2 6 
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ward 36 9 27 warden 36 36 warranted 1 1 I warrantee 6 I 6 i warranties 18 18 
warrants 4 
4 warranty 16 7 9 widow 5 5 wills 65 
65 withhold 17 17 
withholding 50 27 23 
withholdings 8 
8 witness 245 27 17 5 13 13 10 38 12 24 6 28 7 8 37 witnessed 62 14 16 2~ 2 witnesses 121 9 1 15 15 24 9 
writ 252 12 15 24 14 25 8 26 37 23 24 44 writs 26 11 15 zone 15 
15 zoned 1 1 zoning 32 19 13 
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APPENDIX B 
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3,948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS 
Legal Collocations 
abatement certificate 
abstract of probate 
abstract of title 
abutting owners 
acceleration clause 
acceptance of over-assessment 
acceptance of valuation 
accounts receivable 
accummulated earnings 
act of God 
action of contempt 
action of law 
action non-suited 
action of tort 
action for total injury 
action for trial 
acts of negligence 
actual damages 
adjacent land 
adjusted gross 
administration of the estate 
administrator's deed 
Fre-
quency 
5 
3 
51 
9 
23 
4 
2 
44 
5 
21 
8 
1 
1 
38 
42 
21 
22 
4 
2 
4 
7 
14 
Legal Collocations 
admiralty action 
admiralty court 
admiralty proceedings 
adverse decision 
affidavit of compliance 
affidavit of defense 
affidavit of notice of hearing 
affidavit of presentation 
affidavit of residence 
affidavit of sale 
affidavit of service 
affidavit of witness 
affix seal 
agreement of association 
agreement of reorganization 
agreement of the parties 
agreement for judgment 
alien born 
alienation of affections 
amend declaration 
amend restraining order 
amended answer 
Fre-
quency 
8 
1 
1 
17 
8 
5 
4 
1 
10 
1 
1 
9 
8 
30 
1 
9 
42 
2 
30 
12 
2 
1 
N 
0 
\.11 
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3,948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS 
--
Legal Collocations 
amended complaint 
amended declaration 
amended petition 
ancillary administration 
ancillary executor 
ancillary probate 
ancillary proceedings 
ancillary receiver 
ancillary receivers 
ancient mortgages 
answer in abatement 
answers to interrogatories 
answered under oath 
annulment action 
annulment decree 
Anti-Trust Laws 
appeal period 
appellate court 
appellate division 
appellate tax board 
application for waiver 
appointment of appraiser 
armed robbery 
articles of amendment 
articles of organization 
-------------
Fre-
quency 
8 
1 
1 
21 
18 
15 
23 
13 
5 
11 
11 
28 
1 
15 
14 
36 
8 
3 
3 
36 
5 
10 
33 
4 
48 
Legal Collocations 
assault and battery 
assent of heirs 
assessed valuation 
assessment of damages 
assignment of lease 
attached funds 
attested certified copy 
attested copy 
attorney in fact 
.attorney for the plaintiff 
attorney's fee 
auditor 1 s report 
authorized preferred stock 
authorized shares 
bankruptcy court 
bargaining sessions 
bill in equity 
bill of complaint 
bill of exceptions 
bill of exemption 
bill of sale 
binding contract 
board of directors 
board of immigration 
Fre-
quency 
38 
31 
11 
42 
23 
8 
9 
29 
1 
13 
43 
8 
14 
21 
21 
18 
62 
149 
41 
20 
17 
5 
29 
13 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
J 
I 
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3, 948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING":WORDS 
Legal Collocations 
bodily injury 
breach of agreement 
breach of contract 
·breach of covenant 
breach of faith 
breach of oral contract 
breach of warranty 
burden of proof 
bureau of customs · 
bureau of immigrations 
call for jury 
capital gain 
capital gains 
capital loss 
capital stock 
careless and negligent 
carrier rights 
cause of action 
cease and desist 
certificate of appointment 
certificate of incorporation 
certificate of issue 
certificate of judgment 
·Fre-
quency 
48 
26 
76 
4 
8 
18 
41 
38 
1 
1 
1 
27 
4 
30 
67 
29 
14 
3 
27 
49 
14 
1 
6 
Legal Collocations 
certificate of stock 
certificate of title 
certified check 
certified claims 
charitable corporation 
chattel mortgage 
chattel mortgages 
Child Labor Laws 
Circuit Court 
circumstantial evidence 
civil action 
civil claim 
Civil Court 
civil suit 
claim agent 
claim of appeal 
claim of exceptions 
claim of lien 
clear title 
clerk of court 
collateral assignment 
collateral lease assignment 
collateral security 
Fre-
quency 
22 
31 
17 
2 
8 
7 
34 
7 
2 
25 
37 
4 
1 
19 
1 
8 
10 
7 
10 
4 
24 
54 
14 
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3,948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS 
Fre- Legal Collocations Fre-Legal Collocations quency quency 
-. 
collateral securities 1 contempt of court 30 
collection agency 11 contempt proceedings 9 
collective agreement 8 contingent tax claims 8 
collective bargaining 56 contributory negligence 98 
common carrier 20 corporate articles 17 
common carriers 9 corporate charter 29 
common claimants 10 corporate client 1 
connnon law 19 corporate excise 9 
common law release 2 corporate seal 56 
common stock 56 corporate surety 18 
common stockholders 31 corporate treasury. 3 
commutation proceedings 18 corporation charter 17 
compensation and dependency agreement 13 corporation tax 2 
compulsory retirement 10 counsel designation 1 
conditional sales 78 counts for damages 1 
conditional sales agreement 11 court action 13 
conditional sales contract 10 Court of· Appeal 17 
conditional vendee 26 court decisions 2 
conditional vendor 27 court decree-:. 6 
confirmation of award 17 Court of Hearings 1 
consent decree 17 court law 9 
consequential damages 7 court notice 2 
consular visa 1 court order 2 N 0 
GO 
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3,948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS 
Legal Collocations 
court procedure 
court reporter 
court testimony 
courtesy visa 
creditors' committee 
criminal action 
criminal hearing 
criminal libel 
criminal prosecution 
criminal session 
cross interrogatories 
cross libel 
cruel and abusive treatment 
cumulative stock 
Customs and Patents appeals 
damage claim 
damage suit 
damages sustained 
death certificate 
death penalty 
death statute 
debt claims and demands 
debtor corporation 
Fre-
quency 
1 
1 
3 
5 
4 
49 
5 
1 
14 
1 
1 
2 
45 
29 
14 
3 
16 
3 
5 
1 
29 
8 
2 
Legal Collocations 
debtor in contempt 
decertification petition 
declaration and agreement 
declaration of intent 
declaration of judgment 
declaration of stock dividend 
declaration of trust 
decree of dissolution 
decree nisi 
decree of probate 
decree absolute 
decree reversed 
deed stamps 
deed of trust 
defect in title 
deficiency in income tax 
defendant's answers 
defendant's appeal 
defendant's attorney 
defendant's brief 
defendant's demand 
defendant's demurrer 
defendant's interrogatories 
defedant 1s memorandum 
Fre• 
quency 
13 
3 
4 
2 
3 
19 
6 
2 
19 
3 
14 
18 
1 
4 
5 
1 
85 
1 
3 
12 
10 
5 
89 
5 
I 
N 
0 
\0 
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3,948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397;036 RUNNING WORDS 
Legal Collocations Fre- Legal Collocations Fre-
quency quency 
defendant's motion 6 dismissed complaint 13 
defendant's motions 3 dismissing action 2 
defend~nt's notice 1 dispute clause 4 
defendant's specification 4 distributive share 14 
defendant's waiver of court appeal 7 District Court 6 
defense of suit 1 divorce action 44 
degree of kinship 24 diverse decree 12 
demand for arbitration 33 divorce hearing 10 
demand for submission 19 divorce libel 36 
demise premises 2 divorce petition 31 
denial of guilt 15 docket entries 21 
denial of motion 24 document of title 1 
depende~cy agreement 13 documentary evidence 3 
·; dependency certificate 3 documentary stamps 8 
deputy marchal 1 domestic relations 9 
deputy sheriff 15 due care 63 
designation of pleadings 4 due process of law 20 
directed verdict 14 draft of agreement 9 
disaffirmance of sale 1 draft of assent 1 
discharge of mortgage 1 drafted deed 3 
disciplinary action 6 earned income 1 
discontinuance agreements 4 eminent domain 31 
dishonored check 1 endorsed in blank 1 
8 
I 
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3, 948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397, 036 RUNNING WORDS 
Legal Collocations 
entitled action 
entitled estate 
entitled matter 
entry fee 
entry of judgment 
equitable lien 
equitable title 
Equity Court 
equity de ree 
equity injunction 
equity interest 
equity jurisdiction 
equity motion 
equity petition 
equity proceedings 
equity session 
equity trial 
escrow agreement 
escrow fee 
escrow deposit 
estate attachment 
estate tax 
estate tax examiner 
Fre-
quency 
100 
13 
2 
25 
4 
7 
1 
1 
2 
4 
2 
6 
13 
5 
6 
26 
15 
20 
14 
5 
1 
13 
6 
Legal Collocations 
estate tax return 
estimated tax 
excise tax 
excise stamps 
executed copy 
executed releases 
executive clemency 
executor's bond 
exemption affidavit 
failune to answer interrogatories 
fair market value 
false arrest 
false imprisonment 
false statement 
federal consolidated tax 
federal conviction 
Federal Court 
federal estate tax 
federal income tax 
federal income tax return 
federal tax 
federal taxes 
Federal Trade Commission 
Fre-
quenc 
1 
1 
16 
1 
1 
2 
37 
13 
25 
8 
1 
8 
4 
8 
1 
14 
47 
24 
13 
21 
24 
1 
28 
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3, 948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS 
Legal Collocations · Fre- Legal Collocations Fre.-
quency quency 
fee simple 47 gross income 3 
fiduciary account 12 gross negligence 17 
file and docket 1 grounds of excludability 4 
final account 10 guarantee clauses 1 
final decree 84 guarantee settlment 9 
final judgment 14 head of household 9 
financial statements 7 hearing examiner 12 
finding of fact 17 heir at law 13 
finding for the plaintiff ll heirs and assigns 7 
findings and conclusions 14 holder in due course 10 
first mortgage 17 illegal act 28 
fixed obligation bond 17 illegal contract 4 
floating capital 18 illegal entry 8 
foreclosure notice 5 immigrant visa 18 
foreclosure proceedings 6 Immigration and Nationality Act 5 
foreign corporation 60 Immigration and Naturalization Service 10 
formal notification 6 immigration authorities 2 
free and clear 8 immigration laws 7 
free of trust ~:p immigration service 3 
going concern 26 immigration visas 13 
good behavior 22 in abeyance 28 
grand jury 6 income tax 20 
grant of easement 18 income tax bureau 1 
~ 
l 
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3,948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WOlDS 
Legal Collocations 
income tax report 
income tax returns 
income taxes 
indemnity agreements 
indemnity bond 
indemnity clause 
indenture of trust 
in escrow 
infant settlement 
in good faith 
inheritance tax 
inheritance tax lien 
injunctive process-
injunctive relief 
injury claim 
injury report 
instructions to the jury 
insufficient funds 
insurance policy 
intent to deceive 
intentional act 
intention of the parties 
interim award 
----
Fre-
quency 
4 
37 
63 
7 
44 
9 
28 
54 
22 
6 
69 
5 
5 
5 
42 
13 
1 
22 
16 
5 
38 
6 
34 
Legal Collocations 
interlocutory decree 
interlocutory decree and order 
interlocutory order 
internal revenue 
internal revenue service 
interstate carrier 
involuntary bankruptcy 
joint agreement 
joint and several 
joint board 
joint control 
joint income tax return 
joint ownership 
joint property 
joint protection 
joint return 
joint tenancy 
joint tenants 
joint venture agreement 
jointly and severally 
jointly held 
jointly liable 
judgment entered 
Fre-
quency 
75 
1 
lO 
58 
3 
8 
15 
4 
12. 
8 
13 
4 
9 
3 
2 
1 
12 
17 
4 
8 
1 
1 
1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
i 
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3,948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS 
Legal Collocations Fre- Legal Collocations Fre-
quency quency 
judgment for the defendant 19 legal action 51 
judgment for the plaintiff 37 legal charges 17 
judgment satisfied 23 legal con.sideration 4 
judgment vacated 9 legal documentation 11 
judicial court 17 legal documents 11 
judicial notice 4 legal entity 19 
jury claim 11 legal fee 2 
jury list 8 legal fees 11 
jury trial 27 legal heirs 4 
jury trials 1 legal prpceedings 12 
jury session 5 legal process 1 
jury waived 15 legal remedies 1 
jury waived list 42 legai representative 6 
jury waived session 16 legal representatives 1 
justice of the peace 14 libel action 16 
labor and materials 26 libel in admiralty 3 
labor dispute 4 life estate 21 
labor proglems 4 life expec tacy 15 
labor relations 5 life term 24 
Land Court 47 limitation of remedy 5 
land damages 15 liquidated damages 17 
land takings 6 loan agreement 3 
last will and testament 25 long term capital gains 15 
lease assignment 2 lower court 1 
leasehold estate 24 low value land 1 
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3,948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS 
Legal Collocations 
Maritime Law 
marriage certificate 
master's report 
material liens 
matter of law 
mechanics. liens 
memorandum of law 
mental.cruelty 
military affi,davit 
misrepresentation of warranty 
mixed property 
monetary damages 
mortgage covenant 
mortgaged deed 
mortgage loan 
mortgage note 
mortgage of land 
mortgage proceeds 
motion for allowance 
motion for confirmation 
motion for dismissal 
motion for judgment 
motion for new trial 
Fre~ 
quency 
3 
12. 
3 
10 
1 
17 
10 
35 
42 
25 
1 
6 
10 
15 
5 
9 
9 
4 
9 
8 
16 
3 
9 
Legal Collocations 
motion for claimant 
motion of order 
motion to amend 
motion to consolidate 
motion to dismiss 
motion to intervene 
motion to remove default 
motion to substitute declaration 
motion to vacate 
motion session 
motion to extend time 
Municipal Court 
murder trial 
mutual agreement 
mutual consent 
Narcotic Control Act 
naturalization service 
negligent operation 
next of kin 
no par value 
non-immigrant status 
non~immigrant visas 
non-jury trial 
Fre~ 
quenc:y 
1 
4 
25 
5 
45 
3 
30 
9 
29 
13 
6 
3 
4 
18 
18 
15 
5 
29 
23 
47 
4 
3 
1 
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3,948 LE"TTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS 
Legal Collocations Fre~ Legal Collocations Fre-
quency iquency 
non-quota visa 1 notice of voluntary abandonment 10 
non-quota visas 2 notice served 1 
non~taxable income 5 notice to the clerk 1 
non-triable docket 16 obstructing justice 18 
notarial seal 21 open court 1 
notary public 56 operation to endanger 10 
notice of lease 3 opposing counsel . .. 2 
notice of allowance 10 option agreement 10 
notice of appeal 3 oral agreement 4 
notice of appointment 18 oral contract 1 
notice of approval 14 oral deposition 6 
notice of assignment 2 oral depositions 4 
notice of demand 6 order and remittance 1 
notice of deposition 15 order for support 25 
notice of dismissal 15 order of the court 21 
notice of dissolution 27 order of decree 12 
notice of hearing 23 order of notice 63 
notice of intention .-5 order of reference 5 
notice of legacies 10 ordinary negligence 5 
notice of lien 8 outstanding shares 17 
notice of motion 11 par value 62 
notice of process 2 parcel of land 14 
notice of suspension 4 pardon petition 5 
I 
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3,948 LETTERS CONTAINING.397,036 RUNNING WORDS 
Legal Collocations 
pardons attorney 
parole ·action 
parole board 
parole executive 
parole hearing 
parole supervisor 
partial distribution 
partial release of the mortgage 
patent appeal 
patent infringement 
patent office 
payment bond 
penalties of perjury 
penalty assessment 
pending action 
pending appe.al 
pending docket 
pending notice 
pending petition 
pending suit 
performance bond 
permission to file 
personal estate 
Fre-
quency 
6 
18 
15 
11 
9 
19 
1 
8 
7 
16 
7 
1 
9 
3 
55 
1 
35 
7 
12 
6 
1 
1 
8 
Legal Collocations 
personal injuries 
personal injury 
personal property 
personal surety 
petition allowed 
petition for allowance 
petition for guardianship 
petition in bankruptcy 
petition in equity 
petition of adoption 
petition of dis~olution 
petition of land 
petition of probation 
petition to vacate 
petitioner's appeal 
petitioner's designations 
petitioner's memorandum 
plaintiff's answers 
plaintiff's answers to interrogatories 
plaintiff's appeal 
plaintiff's attorney 
plaintiff's brief 
plaintiff's claim 
Fre-
quency 
192 
49 
57 
1 
2 
17 
18 
33 
63 
1 
34 
1 
4 
16 
1 
1 
5 
19 
8 
1 
1 
4 
1 
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3,948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS 
Legal Collocations 
plaintiff's declaration 
plaintiff_l s interrogatories 
plaintiff's motion 
plaintiff's writ 
plea in abatement 
politic and corporate 
po.tential claims 
power of appointment 
power of attorney 
power of sale 
preferred stock 
preferred stock issue 
preliminary notice 
premium of bond 
priority claim 
probate bond 
probate citation 
;probate Court 
probate inventory 
probate proceedings 
probate records 
probate warrant 
probation officer 
Fre"' 
quency 
164 
80 
16 
16 
28: 
7 
3 
27 
60 
7 
51 
42 
4 
10 
6 
1 
12 
74 
17 
10 
8 
10 
30 
Legal Collocations 
promissory note 
proof of claim 
proof of death 
proof of debt 
proof of loss 
property bond 
property damage 
proxy form 
proxy statement 
public auction 
quitclaim deed 
quiet title 
questions of fact 
quota visa 
real estate 
real estate taxes 
real property 
realty trust 
recital of facts 
reclamation petition 
recording fee 
record title 
receiver in bankruptcy 
Fre~ 
quency 
55 
20 
6 
17 
14 
1 
63 
24 
16 
1 
46 
13 
9 
5 
223 
10 
17 
8 
9 
2 
5 
7 
20 
--···--
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3,948 LETTERS ~ONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS 
Legal Collocations 
reqemption of title 
referee in bankruptcy 
register of deeds 
register of probate 
registry of deeds 
registry of probate 
registry of the court 
release of curtesy 
release of lien 
remedy at law 
remedy for damages 
removal of action 
remove attachment 
re-open claim 
repossessed property 
reservation of rights 
residuary clause 
residuary estate 
residuary legatee 
residuary payments 
respondent's answers 
respondent's demurrer 
respondent's motion 
. ·-------·---------- --
Fre-
quency 
6 
27 
29 
52 
49 
18 
3 
8 
7 
19 
1 
1 
3 
1 
4 
6 
24 
15 
19 
1 
13 
5 
4 
Legal Collocations 
restoration to sanity 
restored to triple docket 
restraining order 
restraint of trade 
restricted stock option 
restrictive agreements 
return of citation 
revenue agent 
reversed decision 
revokable trust 
right of recovery 
right of representation 
rights of flowage 
rule of causation 
safe and fit for use 
salvage claim 
seal affixed 
Seamen's Act 
search and seizure 
search warrant 
second degree·-, 
second mortgage 
security bond 
Fre-
quency 
1 
2 
44 
19 
40 
9 
7 
1 
1 
25 
1 
5 
27 
1 
24 
1 
22 
10 
32 
41 
47 
21 
1 
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3, 948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397, 036 RUNNING WORDS 
Legal Collocations 
security loan 
seized and possessed 
self incrimination 
separate support 
sex morality 
sex offense 
shares of stock 
slander and libel 
social security 
sole executor 
sole owner 
sole serviving heir 
soundness of mind 
special bailiff 
specific compensation 
spendthrift clause 
standard deductions 
state institutions 
state taxes 
statement of account 
statement of claim 
statement of debts 
statement of debts and expenses 
Fre-
quency 
5 
5 
37 
31 
26 
17 
4 
5 
24 
1 
2 
3 
19 
1 
31 
1 
3 
2 
2 
17 
16 
15 
2 
Lega~ Collocations 
statement of expenses 
statement of facts 
statement of points 
Statute of Frauds 
Statute of Limitations 
statutory claim 
statutory law 
statutory notice 
statutory power of sale 
statutory proviso 
statutory rights 
stay of execution 
stipulation of discontinuance 
stipulation of dismissal 
stocks and bonds 
stock certificate 
stock certificates 
stock options 
stockholder's agreement 
subrogation clause 
subsidiary corporation 
substitute declaration 
succession tax 
Fre-
quency 
12 
25 
1 
18 
101 
13 
3 
1 
5 
5 
5 
12 
4 
14 
6 
32 
6 
8 
13 
2 
3 
1 
2 
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3,948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS 
Legal Collocations 
succession taxes 
successor corporation 
suit pending 
summary judgment 
summons and complaint 
summonsed as trustee 
Superior Court 
Supreme Cour·t 
surety bond 
Surrogate Court 
surviving spouse 
suspended sentence 
. suspension order 
sustained damages 
tangible personal property 
Tariff Act 
tax abatement 
tax bill 
tax claim 
tax court 
tax lien 
tax liens 
tax report 
Fre-
quency 
8 
1 
2 
36 
5 
1 
90 
28 
2 
1 
5 
5 
1 
26 
7 
2 
6 
3 
1 
7 
8 
17 
3 
Legal Collocations 
tax returns 
tax title 
tax waiver 
temporary injunction 
temporary insanity 
temporary support 
temporary visas 
tenants at will 
tenants by the entirety 
tenants in common 
termination of contract 
termination of lease 
testate succession 
third degree 
third mortgage 
title examiner. 
title examiners 
title guarantee 
title waived 
tort case 
tort recovery 
transfer agents 
treasury bonds 
Fre-
quency 
1 
1 
8 
14 
13 
22 
5 
18 
43 
20 
2 
8 
7 
11 
1 
20 
19 
4 
4 
1 
5 
5 
2 
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3,948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS 
Legal Collocations 
Trial Court 
trial judge 
trial by jury 
tl;'ibunal.clerk 
trust agreement 
trust certificate 
trust fund 
trust indenture 
trust instrument 
trust mortgages 
trust property 
trust receipts 
trustee in bankruptcy 
trustee writ 
trustee 1 s agent 
trustee's answer 
trustee's bond 
trustee's inventory 
trustee's process 
unencumbered assets 
unfair competition 
unfair labor practices 
unfair practice charge 
Fre-
quency 
1 
4 
35 
8 
26 
8 
3 
18 
1 
1 
8 (' 
31 
12 
3 
18 
4 
6 
17 
4 
31 
27 
17 
Legal Collocations 
unfair trade 
unilateral contract 
unlawful restraint of trade 
union steward 
unsecured creditors 
unsecured liability 
vacate judgment 
vacation of decree 
vacation of judgment 
valid title 
vested remainder 
vested title 
violation of the statute 
visitor 1 s visa 
voluntary labor arbitration 
waiver of appeal 
waiver of exceptions 
waiver of notice 
waiver by proxy 
waiving claim 
wanton and reckless 
warrant of arrest 
warranty covenants 
Fre-
quency 
9 
21 
42 
14 
4 
1 
38 
5 
4 
1 
12 
1 
8 
26 
10 
2 
1 
23 
5 
1 
11 
9 
14 
FREQUENCY OF LEGAL COLLOCATIONS FOUND IN 3,948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS 
Legal Collocations Fre .. Legal Collocations Fre .. 
quency quency 
--
warranty covenants 14 writ and declaration 79 
warranty deed 51 writ and summons 23 
wilful assault 14 writ and execution 12 
without recourse 13 writ of habeus corpus 7 
witness certificate 1 writ of mandamus 1 
'. 
workmen's compensation 24 wrongful death 6 
Workmen's Compensation Act 37 zoning laws 9 
-
APPENDIX C 
FREQUENCY OF LATIN AND FRENCH TERMS AND COLLOCATIONS FOUND 
IN 3,948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397,036 RUNNING WORDS 
~ ~ . ' 
""" 
"" -··· 
~ .. ~ ~ 
"0 
Fre .. - -Latin..,Terros Latin Terms 
quency 
ad damnum 33 et al 
addendum 4 et_us 
ad litem 13 et ux 
a fortiori 3 ex parte 
amicus curiae 2 ex post facto 
a priori 3 
habeas corpus 
bona fide 19 habendum 
certiorari 6 in personam 
capias 14 in rem 
corpus 5 inter vivos 
in toto 
de novo 5 
duces tecum 1 lis pendens 
Fre-
ouencv 
12 
3 
15 
4 
3 
9 
1 
13 
3 
2 
1 
3 
FREQUENCY OF LATIN AND FRENCH TERMS AND COLLOCATIONS (Concluded) 
• r-· ....- • ~ ,. - .~ 
,,., 
'· -·· ._c_ 
,.... . ~ . · .. ' . ., ""·.,. 
Latin Terms Fre .. Latin Terms 
quency 
locus 10 quare clausum fregi 
mandamus 5 res 
mittimus 4 res ipsa loquitur 
nisi \ 12 judicata res 
per diem 6 situs 
pendente Hte 6 status quo 
per se 1 
French Terms 
prima facie 9 
dossier 
pro confesso 7 
force majeure 
pro forma 5 
remise 
-
Fre-
quency 
1 
3 
3 
9 
8 
2 
16 
5 
8 J 
' 
N 
N 
IJl 
APPENDIX D 
FREQUENCY OF PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES OF LEGAL TERMS FOUND 
· .. IN 31,948 LETTERS CONTAINING 397J036 RUNNING WORDS . 
Prefixes Fre• quency Prefixes 
a- 459 co-
ac ... 171 com-
ad- 352 con• 
a1- 202 contra• 
an- 65 counter• 
anti• 28 
de-
ap- 328 
di-
ar• 107 
dis• 
as ... 782 
e• 
be• 117 
em• 
bi- 14 
en• 
by .. 49 
ex .. 
Fre-
quency 
43 
70 
150 
281 
154 
1,507 
277 
890 
4 
89 
174 
428 
FREQUENCY OF PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES OF LEGAL TERMS 
Prefixes Fre .. Prefixes Fre• quency quency 
fore• 167 pro- 328 
n .. 150 re- 223 
im .. 245 res- 81 
in• 597 
sub- 77 
inter• 65 
super• 3 
mis .. 136 sur- 20 
non- 102 trans- 49 
ob- 77 under- 17 
of- 67 un- 113 
over- 52 uni- 42 
pre- 116 with• 75 
FREQUENCY OF PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES OF LEGAL TERMS 
Suffixes Fre• Suffixes Fre• quency quency 
•able 308 •ations 140 
-ables 8 .. ative 32 
•ably 11 -a tor 34 
-age 19 
·bility 8 
•al 416 
.. a1s 3 .. el 100 
•ality 3 •ence 9 
-ance 417 •ent 98 
•ances 34 -ents 7 
.. ant 1,508 •er 927 
-ants 332 •ers 132 
.. ary 117 •ery 23 
-ate 168 
•ful 24 
.. ation 998 
FREQUENCY OF PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES OF LEGAL TERMS 
Suffixes Fre- Fre-Suffixes quency quency 
•fully 16 •less 26 
-ly 349 
.. ian 90 
•ians 32 •ment 967 
•iary 23 -ments 424 
•ib1e 33 
•ness 99 
-ility 86 
-ilities 44 •or 1,310 
•ion 1,512 -ors 476 
-ions 319 -ories 386 
•ionary 8 •ory 284 
-itor 13 -ous 14 
•ity 67 - -
•ship 134 
-ive 67 
FREQUENCY OF PREFIXES AND SUFFIXES OF _LEGAL TERMS 
Suffixes Fre ... Suffixes Fre• quency quency 
,. 
•sion 142 •ty 48 
,_ 
-sions 45 
•ual 69 
•tion 89 
-y 143 
•trix 145 
APPENDIX E 
Responses given by 85 legal secretaries to the question: 
1~at phase of your work did you find the most difficult when you 
were first employed in a law office?" 
Rank 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
8 
9 
11 
12 
15 
16 
17 
Responses 
Terminology 
Preparation of legal documents and forms 
Keeping track of dates for Court filing 
Court procedure 
Typing perfect copies 
Working under pressure 
Differentiating Courts 
Meeting people 
Legal phrases 
Filing systems 
Handling the telephone properly 
Taking dictation from more than one man 
Setting up pleadings 
Setting up corporate records 
Lack of a secretarial handbook 
Discretion 
Number 
74 
55 
42 
34 
28 
18 
18' 
12 
10 
10 
8 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
Per Cent 
87 
65 
49 
40 
33 
21 
21 
14 
12 
12 
9 
4 
4 
2 
2 
1 
